ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD
LITTLETON, COLORADO

March 7-8, 2026
4:00 p.m. Saturday and 8:00 a.m. Sunday

N

It often seems that life is a debate about the things we do not know. What is truth?
What is right and wrong? Where is God? None of these questions are theoretical and
all of them are answered in Christ, whom we know as Savior and Redeemer. The Law
reveals the depth of our need and our sinful hearts. Christ makes known the love of the
Father. Gathered in worship, we meet where Christ is—in His Word and Sacraments.
Faith is not about what we do not know but about what we do know. Christ is our all.
He fulfills the promise of the Old Testament and completes our redemption. We
confess Him who came, who comes to us now through the means of grace, and who
will come again to deliver us to the Father. To know Christ is to know everything.

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

WE WORSHIP WHAT WE KNOW
AS WE GATHER



¥ PREPARATION
Prelude “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” David Cherwien

Pastoral Greeting

Opening Hymn “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” LSB 556
Verses 1-3, 7

Invocation

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 84:4-5

Pastor: Blessed are those who dwell in Your house ever singing Your praise!
People: Blessed are those whose strength is in You, in whose hearts are the
highways to Zion.

Silence for meditation and reflection.

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father,

People: |, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved
Your punishment now and forever. But | am heartily sorry for them
and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a
poor, sinful being. Forgive me all my sins and grant me the power of
Your Holy Spirit that | may amend my sinful life.

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son & and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Pastor: May He who began this good work within you bring it to completion on the
day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
People: Amen.

KYRIE

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.



People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
People: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE (Omitted)
(Worship note: During Advent and Lent the Hymn of Praise and Alleluias are omitted
as a ‘“restraint” of the season)

* WORD =&

Old Testament Reading: Exodus 17:1-7
(Moses is commanded to strike the rock from which God will bring forth water.)

All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin
by stages, according to the commandment of the Lord, and camped at Rephidim,
but there was no water for the people to
drink. Therefore the people quarreled with
Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”
And Moses said to them, “Why do you
quarrel with me? Why do you test the
Lord?” But the people thirsted there for
water, and the people grumbled against
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up
out of Egypt, to kill us and our children
and our livestock with thirst?” So Moses
cried to the Lord, “What shall | do with this
people? They are almost ready to stone
me.” And the Lord said to Moses, “Pass on
before the people, taking with you some of
the elders of Israel, and take in your hand
the staff with which you struck the Nile,
and go. Behold, | will stand before you
there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall
strike the rock, and water shall come out
of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses
did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel.
And he called the name of the place
Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and
because they tested the Lord by saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

“Strike
the rock,

and water

will come
out of it,
so that the
people may

drink.”

Exodus 17:6, NRSV



Epistle: Romans 5:1-8
(We have peace with God through Jesus Christ.)

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into
this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only
that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope,
and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one
will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one
would dare even to die — but God shows his love for us in that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Lenten Verse
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

Holy Gospel: John 4:5-26, 27-30, 39-42
(Jesus shows Himself as the living water to a Samaritan woman at the well.)

So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had
given to his son Joseph. Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was
from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.

A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”
(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) The Samaritan
woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman
of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her,



“If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’
you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” The
woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is
deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob?
He gave us the well and drank
from it himself, as did his sons ===

and his livestock.” Jesus said to 1
her, “Everyone who drinks of this
water will be thirsty again, but
whoever drinks of the water that |
will give him will never be thirsty
again. The water that | will give
him will become in him a spring of
water welling up to eternal life.”
The woman said to him, “Sir, give
me this water, so that | will not be
thirsty or have to come here to
draw water.”

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your
husband, and come here.” The
woman answered him, “l have no
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You
are right in saying, ‘l have no
husband’; for you have had five
husbands, and the one you now
have is not your husband. What
you have said is true.” The woman
said to him, “Sir, | perceive that
you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in
Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” Jesus said to her,
“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming,
and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and
truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and
those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to
him, “l know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes,
he will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “l who speak to you am he.”

Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a
woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with
her?” So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the
people, “Come, see a man who told me all that | ever did. Can this be the
Christ?” They went out of the town and were coming to him.



Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's
testimony, “He told me all that | ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to him,
they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. And many more
believed because of his word. They said to the woman, “It is no longer because
of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know
that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day “‘My Song is Love Unknown” LSB 430
Verses 1,4, 7
Sermon "Can There Ever Be Peace?" Pastor John Larson

Text: Romans 5:1-8
The Apostles’ Creed

Prayer of the Church

Pastor: Lord, in your mercy ...
People: Hear our prayer.

Sharing of the Peace

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord
using...Peace be with you!

Offering (4:00 pm — collected in the back;
8:00 — collected in the pews)

Offering Music (8:00) “The Waters of Grace” Joseph Martin
Rachel Becker, soloist
Ascension Chorale

H HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION =

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves,
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed.
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a
word of affirmation and belief.

* SACRAMENT *
Preface (Divine Service, Setting One) LSB 160



Proper Preface

Pastor:

Sanctus

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of mankind
by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life also might rise
again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden might
likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

(Divine Service, Setting One) LSB 161

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

People:

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One) LSB 163

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

Special Music (4:00) “Rock of Ages” Benjamin Culli

Special Music (8:00) “‘River Flows in You” by Yiruma
Diana Gaide, pianist

Hymn “‘Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” LSB 761

Hymn “When Peace, Like a River” LSB 763

General Communion Blessing

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One)

Pastor:

People:

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ' give you peace.
Amen



Closing Hymn “Glorious Things of You Are Spoken” LSB 648

Verses 1-2, 4
Congregational Concerns
Dismissal
Pastor: Go in peace.
Serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Postlude “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” Benjamin Culli
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SERVING IN WORSHIP

PREACHER / CELEBRANT Pastor John Larson
MINISTER OF MUSIC AND WORSHIP / ORGANIST Michael Zehnder
CHOIR DIRECTOR Stephanie Roettjer
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST and PIANIST Diana Gaide
SOLOIST Rachel Becker
ELDERS 4:00 pm Michael Lawrenz; 8:00 am Benjamin Dallet; 10:30 am David Pearman
ACOLYTE 8:00 am Ellise Friend; 10:30 am Tobin Lawrenz
LECTORS 4:00 pm Mike Price; 8:00 am Rev. Ed Maas;10:30 am Sherry Hitztaler
COMMUNION SERVERS 4:00 pm Mike Price; 10:30 am Sherry Hitztaler
ALTAR GUILD Tanya Schmitt, Cathy Utecht, Charmaine Rohde
MK

Ascension Lutheran Church
1701 West Caley Avenue, Littleton, Colorado 80120
www.alutheran.org
(303) 794-4636 office@alutheran.org
Extended Day Preschool
303-730-2514 director@alcpreschool.com
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