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SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

BORN ANEW FROM ABOVE 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

“Born again” has become a catch phrase in our age. It is not merely that Jesus says 
one must be born again but born from above. This new birth happens not from human 
will or desire but solely from the love and act of God working by the Spirit. Baptismal 
water is the womb through which we are born again and born from above to the life 
that death cannot overcome and is eternal. As we make our way through Lent, we are 
constantly reminded of the truth of Luther’s explanation: we cannot by our own reason 
or strength believe in Christ, our Lord, or come to Him. The Spirit calls us to the font, 
gathers the baptized around His Word and Table, delivers us from the darkness of 
unbelief, and makes holy those who belong to the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 



 PREPARATION  
 

Prelude    “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”   James Engel 
 

Pastoral Greeting   
 

Opening Hymn     “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”             LSB 803 
      

Invocation 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 121:1–2, 8 
 

Pastor: From where does my help come? 
People: My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
 

Pastor: The LORD will preserve your going out and your coming in, 
People: from this time forth and forevermore. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection. 
 

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 
People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 
Your punishment now and forever. But I am heartily sorry for them 
and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 
poor, sinful being. Forgive me all my sins and grant me the power of 
Your Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful life. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: May He who began this good work within you bring it to completion on the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 
 

KYRIE  
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,   
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 



People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen.  
 

HYMN OF PRAISE (Omitted) 
(Worship note: During Advent and Lent the Hymn of Praise and Alleluias are omitted 
as a “restraint” of the season)     

 

 
 

 

 WORD  
 

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 12:1-9 
(God’s call to Abraham and His promise that Abraham would become the father of a 
great nation) 
 

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father's house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
  

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. And Abram took Sarai his 
wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, 
and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land 
of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, Abram passed through the 
land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites 
were in the land. Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I 
will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to 
him. From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched 
his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to 
the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord. And Abram journeyed on, still 
going toward the Negeb. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 



Epistle: Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 
(Abraham and his heirs are declared righteous by grace through faith.)  
 

What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the 
flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, 
but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, 
and it was counted to him as righteousness.” Now to the one who works, his 
wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one who does not 
work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as 
righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God 
counts righteousness apart from works: 
 

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 
    and whose sins are covered; 
blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” 
 

For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world 
did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. For if it is 
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is 
void. For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no 
transgression. 
 

That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and 
be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to 
the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, as it is 
written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the 
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the 
things that do not exist.  
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

Lenten Verse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: John 3:1-17 
(Except a man be born anew, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.) 
 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 
This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are 
a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God 
is with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a 
man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb 
and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of 
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I 
said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you 
hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it 
is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? Truly, 
truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have 
seen, but you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you earthly things and 
you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one has 
ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  
 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

 
 
Hymn of the Day       “Lamb of God”               LSB 550 
 

Sermon        “It All Depends on Faith”             Pastor John Larson 
                                      Text: Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 
 



Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
                  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you!
 

Offering (4:00 pm – collected in the back; 8:00 – collected in the pews) 
 

Offering Music (8:00)     “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth”   Friedrick Zipp          

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                            LSB 160                      
 

Proper Preface                        
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of mankind 
by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life also might rise 
again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden might 
likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus (Divine Service, Setting One)                                           LSB 161  
 

Words of Institution                                               
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name,  

 Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
give us this day our daily bread;  



and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.   

  

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)    LSB 163 
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
    

Special Organ Music  “Just As I Am, Without One Plea”                 James F. Coe 
  

Hymn   “What Wondrous Love is This”                LSB 543      
 

Hymn     “Just As I Am, Without One Plea”                            LSB 570 
           

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen 
 

Closing Hymn    “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”            LSB 918  
 
Congregational Concerns  
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.   
Serve the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “Lead On, O King Eternal”  
                 Franklin Ritter 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 
 

PREACHER / CELEBRANT          Pastor John Larson 
MINISTER OF MUSIC AND WORSHIP     Michael Zehnder 
ORGANIST                      Linda Olsen 
ELDERS                4:00 pm Arvin Michel; 8:00 am Benjamin Dallet; 10:30 am David Pearman 
ACOLYTE                                                      8:00 am Benjamin Dallet; 10:30 am Maria Olsen 
LECTORS                       4:00 pm Anita Baresel; 8:00 am David Kaiser;10:30 am Mark Ginkel 
COMMUNION SERVERS                               4:00 pm Anita Baresel; 10:30 am Mark Ginkel 
ALTAR GUILD                                      Shelia Beu, Gloria Mielke, Charmaine Rohde 
 

   
 

Ascension Lutheran Church 
1701 West Caley Avenue, Littleton, Colorado 80120 

www.alutheran.org 
(303) 794-4636    office@alutheran.org 

Extended Day Preschool 
303-730-2514   director@alcpreschool.com 
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