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THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 
EPIPHANY /  
SANCTITY OF LIFE SUNDAY 
 

CALLED SAINTS 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

People often speak about a person’s calling in life. They are describing a unique 
purpose or vocation according to interests and talents. Often, trying to determine a 
person’s “calling” or “destiny” is defined by some innate ability or giftedness found 
within ourselves, something we were born with or somehow born to do. 
 

Today we hear of God calling otherwise ordinary fishermen Andrew and his brother 
Simon Peter. They were called by God through John the Baptist to follow the Messiah, 
the Christ, Jesus of Nazareth. They were called to be disciples and eventually to be 
sent on Christ’s mission as apostles. The prophet Isaiah says even the Savior, the 
servant of the Lord, was called from the womb by God, “that Israel might be gathered 
to Him,” and called “as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of 
the earth” (Isaiah 49:5–6). Saul of Tarsus was “called by the will of God to be an 
apostle of Christ Jesus,” and Saul, now named Paul, reminds the church at Corinth 
and us that we are “called to be saints” (1 Corinthians 1:1–2). This calling differs from 
merely surveying interests or abilities within us; it comes to us from outside of 
ourselves, from the living God, our creator and Redeemer. This calling comes from 
God to everyone. It is the call of salvation, the divine call that transforms us from 
sinners into saints. Therefore, this calling depends not on anything within us but solely 
and totally on the grace and mercy and love of God. 



 PREPARATION  
 

Prelude    “Come, Thou Almighty King”     Lani Smith 
 

Pastoral Greeting   
 

Opening Hymn     “Come, Thou Almighty King”                  LSB 905 
      

Invocation 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 43:4; 1 Corinthians 6:11 
 

Pastor: I will go to the altar of God, 
People: to God my exceeding joy. 
 

Pastor: You were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified 
People: in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 Corinthians 1:2 
 

Pastor: Called by God “to be saints together with all those who in every place call 
upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”, let us give rightful praise and 
honor God, who calls sinners to repentance and bestows saving faith in our 
hearts by His Word and Spirit. Behold, the Lamb of God! 

People: Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, mercifully hear our 
confession. We are sinners and have sinned against You. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbors 
with our whole heart. We cannot free ourselves from our sin. Hear our 
prayer of confession and let us hear Your call and gift of forgiveness, 
salvation, and life. 

 

Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God to you. And in the stead and by the command 
of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 
 
KYRIE  
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 



 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the 
well-being of the Church of God,   
and for the unity of all let us pray to the 
Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer 
here their worship and praise let us pray 
to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, 
gracious Lord. 

People: Amen.  
 

 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “Hark the Voice of Jesus Calling”            LSB 827 
                Verses 1-2, 4 

          
© 2001 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013465. Public domain 



 WORD  
 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 49:1-7 
(The servant of the Lord) 
 

Listen to me, O coastlands, 
    and give attention, you peoples from afar. 
The Lord called me from the womb, 
    from the body of my mother he named my name. 
He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 
    in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me a polished arrow; 
    in his quiver he hid me away. 
And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
    Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”  
But I said, “I have labored in vain; 
    I have spent my strength  
    for nothing and vanity; 
yet surely my right is with the Lord, 
    and my recompense with my God.” 
And now the Lord says, 
    he who formed me from the womb  
    to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him; 
    and that Israel might be gathered to him— 
for I am honored in the eyes of the Lord, 
    and my God has become my strength— 
he says: 
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
    to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
    and to bring back the preserved of Israel; 
I will make you as a light for the nations, 
    that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
Thus says the Lord, 
    the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, 
    the servant of rulers: 
“Kings shall see and arise; 
    princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; 
because of the Lord, who is faithful, 
    the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

 



MINISTRY OF MUSIC (8:00)  “Your Light Has Come”          Jon Paige 
                      Ascension Chorale 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
(God’s calling) 
 

Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother 
Sosthenes, 
 

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called 
to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was 
given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him in all 
speech and all knowledge— even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed 
among you— so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

Please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
                 

VERSE John 6:68 
 

 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: John 1:29-42a 
(Jesus calls the first disciples.) 
 

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me 
comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ I myself did not 
know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from 
heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but he 
who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 
 



The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, and he looked at 
Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two disciples 
heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them 
following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, 
“Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, 
“Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they 
stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour.  One of the two who 
heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He 
first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 
(which means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, 
“You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means 
Peter). 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day     “Come Follow Me the Savior Spake”           LSB 688 
 

 
Sermon         "Last Words"      Pastor John Larson 
                                                Text: Deuteronomy 30:11-20     
 

The Nicene Creed         (found in the back of the hymnal) 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
                  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord 
using...Peace be with you! 
 

Offering  
 

Offering Music    “Priere”      Alexandre Guilant 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 



 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                         LSB 160                      
 

Proper Preface                        
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. For as He is Your chosen one to redeem all 
mankind from sin and death, so are all called to be saints together with all 
those who in every place call upon His name as Lord. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus (Divine Service, Setting One)                                           LSB 161  
 

Words of Institution                                               
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.   
 

 Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)    LSB 163 
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
    

Special Music (4:00)  “Peace Like a River”        Dave Olsson, guitar and vocal 
  

Special Music (8:00)  “Hark the Voice of Jesus Calling”        David P. Dahl 
 

Hymn     “Take My Life and Let It Be”                 LSB 783 
 

Hymn    “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way”         LSB 857 
 

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen 
 

Closing Hymn    “Here I Am, Lord”                               WOV 752 
            (Blue Hymnal Supplement) 



 

Congregational Concerns  
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.   
Serve the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude    “Gloria”        James Denton  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 
 
OFFICIANT / PREACHER          Pastor John Larson 
MINISTER OF MUSIC AND WORSHIP                             Michael Zehnder 
ORGANIST                      Linda Olsen 
GUITAR & VOCALIST           Dave Olsson 
CHOIR DIRECTOR             Stephanie Roettjer 
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST                     Diana Gaide 
ELDERS                             4:00 pm Jim Wert; 8:00 am Bob Olsen; 10:30 am David Pearman 
ACOLYTE                                                       8:00 am Lizzie Wilson; 10:30 am Abby Williams 
LECTORS                4:00 pm Mike Price; 8:00 am Joann Sorrentino;10:30 am Jude Donovan 
COMMUNION SERVERS                                4:00 pm Mike Price; 10:30 am Jude Donovan 
ALTAR GUILD                                      Shelia Beu, Charmaine Rohde, Cathy Utecht 
 

   
 

Ascension Lutheran Church 
1701 West Caley Avenue, Littleton, Colorado 80120 

www.alutheran.org 
(303) 794-4636    office@alutheran.org 

Extended Day Preschool 
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