
Ascension Lutheran Church – Council Meeting Minutes 
Littleton, Colorado 
Tuesday, September 13, 2022 
 
In attendance: 

Council Members: Tom Munson, Barbara Rutter, Margo Pasha, Linda Achziger, Pastor 
John Larson, Anita Baresel, Scott Luethy, Terry Utecht, Christa Kirschner 
Excused: Ian Kirschner, Tim McClaren, Norm Fringer, Connie Fringer, Joyce Lord, 
Stephanie Roettjer, Mike Zehnder 
 

Call to Order: 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. in the choir room at Ascension Lutheran Church (ALC) 
by the President.  
 

Opening Prayer: 
The Pastor John Larson offered an opening prayer.  

 
Opening Devotion    
Christa Kirschner read the devotion.  
 
Approval of Previous Minutes    
August regular meeting minutes were approved.  
 
President 

 We had two planning meetings last month and presented a review of the meeting.  
o How might we be the church is this community?  
o How might we attract younger members and involve the youth? 
o Mike helped with a demographic study  

 Within a mile, average age is 40 with some college education 
 Approximately 1/3 of families is single parent 

o Focus on communication both internally and externally 
o Board of the month 
o Think of boards as a team 
o Board for congregational life  

 Church picnic – thank you to all who helped and setup board tables 

VP 

 No report  

Treasurers Report 

 Attached 
 August treasurers report passed unanimously. 

Staff Reports 
 Pastor John Larson 

o How to pay for some new Christmas trees 
o Current trees are over 20 years old 
o 9 ft. Christmas trees ordered for $2353.90 
o Motion: Take $2105 from Kevin Mills memorial fund to pay for trees. 

The remaining the amount to come from Thrivent dollars. 
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 Passed unanimously  

 Director of Music Ministry – Michael Zehnder 
o Attached 

 Director of Education and Youth 
o Attached 

Board Report 

 Columbarium Memorial Garden 
o None 

 Community Outreach and Communication 
o None 

 Board of Elders 
o Having no Acolytes for now, we will be using disposable Communion Cups 

until further notice. 
o The Elders have approved Bi Bly to purchase new Christmas trees for the 

Sanctuary. 
o Work has begun on next year’s budget including salaries for Staff 
o Arvin M. and Don L. have agreed to meet with Pastor and Michael to discuss, 

for a lack of a better word “life” plans now and future thoughts?  
 Ladies Guild  

o Attached 
 Parish Education 

o Attached 
 Social ministry 

o Attached 
o Meeting on August 13th at 9 am.  

 Stewardship 
o Attached 

 Trustees  
 Attached  
 Motion: Authorize Artistic Tree Care of Englewood to Trim the five damaged Ash 

Trees in the front yard for no more than $3000.00. Funds to come from the 
maintenance budget. 

o Passed unanimously   
 Youth 

 Attached 

New Business 
 None 

Announcements 
 Next Voter’s Meeting – September 25, 2022 
 Next Council Meeting – October 11, 2022  
 Board of the Month (September 2022) – Stewardship       
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Board of the Month duties includes: 
 Devotions for Council Meeting, “Happenings” newsletter article each week, coffee 
cleanup  

 
Adjournment 

 At 7:52 p.m. the meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer 
 
                         Respectfully Submitted by Barbara Rutter, Secretary 
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HANDOUTS 
 

Director of Music Ministries 
Report – August 2022, Michael J Zehnder 

CUBBIES ARE IN 
Terry ordered and installed the choir music cubbies.  We purchased some additional folders to fit the 
smaller size. 

FALL START UP 
All the groups are meeting again and schedules for choir and bells are completed for the first half of the 
season through January 

MICHAEL BURKHARDT HYMN FESTIVAL 
Thursday, September 29 @ 7:00 – 8:30 pm – FINAL REHEARSAL FOR CONCERT WITH PROF. BURKHARDT.  
Child Care Included 

Friday, September 30 7 or 7:30 p.m. HYMN FESTIVAL WITH MICHAEL BURKHARDT (With Bells, Brass 
and Choir); Sponsored by the American Guild of Organists and Ascension, Child Care Provided.  The 
AGO will do refreshments.  There will be a music swap table for organists. 

I have hired professional brass from Denver University.  Nikki Saiz is our timpanist.  Choir has begun 
practicing the music. 

Saturday, November 1 9:00 am to 11:30 am – Hymn Playing workshop (for interested organists only) 

Programs for the concert are being prepared and will be printed here. 

The Brian and Marion Wilson HAVE agreed to be the Life Enrichment hosts for this festival.  They will 
handle posters, offerings and refreshment tables. 

Advertisements: 

 Dawn has placed a opening ad on our website 
 Ed Geisler has designed and ordered an outdoor banner that will be ready this week. 
 The Wilsons have designed a poster for inside the church, upstairs and downstairs. 
 We emailed the secretaries of all the local Lutheran Churches with bulletin announcements. 
 A mailing is going out to all the non-Lutheran local churches with bulletin blurbs. 
 An article and bulletin announcement has gone out the AGO mailing list. 
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 An article has gone into the newsletter of the AGO and is on its website. 
 An article and bulletin announcements has been sent to the leader of the Lutheran Chorale for 

distribution 
 Pastor is going to announce the concert on our outdoor sign. 

ORGAN TUNING 
In preparation for the above concert our organ will be tuned on September 20. 

DRUMMER 
Our Youth Band Drummer Nikki has accepted a full-time position in another church.  I have contracted 
Eli Patchen to be our youth drummer on the 1st and 3rd Sundays.  Eli Faulk is considering being the youth 
band drummer starting in November. 
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Ascension Lutheran Ladies Guild 
Report to Council – September 13, 2022 
 
 
Ladies Guild held their first board meeting since May 2022, we discussed not having a full slate 
of officers – we currently do not have a VP nor a Circle Chair for our Christian Service Circle. 
 
Ladies Guild is preparing for our General Meeting on Thursday September 22, 2022, hosting our 
new Rocky Mountain District President Shelly Stewart. 
 
Ladies Guild will be serving lunch at the Voter’s meeting on Sunday September 25, 2022. 
 
We are preparing for the Craft and Bake sale on Sunday November 20, 2022.  Blurbs have been 
put in the Happenings; posters will be put up in October.  We have received the $1,000 from 
Thrivent Funds. 
 
It was also mentioned that the Ladies Guild information out on our website has not been 
updated since 2017 – 2018.  Whom do we need to reach out to regarding getting things 
updated? 
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Board of Trustees 
Report to Council 

September 13, 2022 
  
1.0 Toilet in Boys Restroom: The standard toilet has another very small leak. We are again 

notifying Himmelman Construction. We are also repairing a toilet issue in the Women’s 
restroom.  
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2.0 Cleaning: Accurate Janitorial Service has been cleaning the Church three times a week 

since late June. They clean on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday evenings. We are not 
planning on hiring a custodian at this time. 

 
3.0 Church Sign: The Trustees have agreed to investigate the placement of a new sign at the 

corner of Windermere and Caley. We are planning a meeting to discuss this project on 
Saturday, September 17 at 9am..  

 
4.0 Tree Trimming Motion: Authorize Artistic Tree Care of Englewood to Trim the five 

damaged Ash Trees in the front yard for no more than $3000.00. Their bid was 
$2600.00 from 6/21/22 and we finally were able to get a second bid recently. This is the 
low bid. 
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