
Michael Burkhardt Hymn Festival 
September 30 
Internationally known composer/organist Michael Burkhardt 
will give an inspiring hymn festival for the Rocky Mountain 
AGO on Friday, September 30 at 7:30 pm at Ascension 
Lutheran Church, 1701 W. Caley Ave. in Littleton, CO 
(303-794-4636).  This Festival of Hymns is called “Singing 
the Psalms of Life” and besides Michael as the featured 
organist and hymn improvisor it will include choir, 
handbells, timpani, brass quartet and readers.  

The concert/hymn-festival gives opportunity for expression 
of the many facets of our life journey, seasons of the 
church year and variety of genre (Early English, Genevan 
Psalter, German Chorale, Israeli, Irish, French and Latvian 
Folk Traditions, Global Music of Today, Spirituals and a 
Carol).  It also features festive hymn arrangements that can 
be used by churches throughout the coming year. 

Dr. Burkhardt is Artist-Professor of Organ at Eastern Michigan University, Professor of Organ at 
Baldwin Wallace Conservatory of Music and Founder-Artistic Director of “Hearts, Hands and Voices,” 
a worship and fine arts program for children in southeast Michigan.   

Michael holds a D.M.A from Arizona State University and has performed and led seminars at both 
national and regional events for the American Guild of Organists, the Hymn Society, the Association 
of Lutheran Church Musicians, the Presbyterian Association of Musicians, the Fellowship of United 
Methodists in Music and Worship Arts and the American Choral Directors Association and since 2003 
has made nine performance-teaching tours to South Korea and Singapore. 

His numerous organ improvisations, choral octavos and handbell compositions have been published 
by MorningStar Music Publishers, E.C. Schirmer, Choristers Guild, Concordia Publishing House, 
Augsburg Fortress Publishers, GIA Music Publishers and AGEHR. 

On Saturday, October 1 from 9 to 11 am, Dr. Burkhardt will also give a hymn-playing workshop for 
organists, also at Ascension Lutheran. 

If you would like to participate in the choir for this event, the final mandatory rehearsal is at Ascension 
on Thursday, September 29 at 7 p.m. You may participate as a choir or as individuals, joining with 
Ascension’s choir.  For choral details, literature, and other optional rehearsal dates, please contact 
Ascension’s Director of Music Ministries, Michael Zehnder, at musicmikealc@gmail.com. Free 
childcare will be available both for the final rehearsal and the concert, but for planning purposes and 
staffing, please let Mike know your needs at the above email address. 

Ascension Lutheran Church is located at 1701 W Caley Ave, Littleton, CO  80120 and the church 
phone number is 303-794-4636. 
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