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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST  
 

GOD HEARS US 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Sometimes our faith is weak, and we wonder if God will hear our complaints and 
prayers. But He is always there, listening in love and offering grace and blessings. The 
bigger question is whether we will hear His promises and forgiveness. Today’s Reading 
from Habakkuk is a resounding “yes,” for it is a reminder that we trust our heavenly 
Father because of the greatest gift we have received: faith. Sometimes, like with the 
apostles in today’s Gospel, it seems we need more faith, but God, who has given us 
that precious gift, promises, “the righteous shall live by his faith” (Habakkuk 2:4). In the 
Epistle, Paul rejoices over Timothy’s faith in our Savior, who “abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light” (2 Timothy 1:10). Paul encourages Timothy to 
“guard the good deposit entrusted” to him and each person of faith (2 Timothy 1:14). 
Rejoice, for today that faith moves us to hear, listen, and respond in word and song. 



 PREPARATION  
 

Prelude    “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”    Paul Manz 
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn     “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”                        LSB 901 
  

Invocation  
 

Exhortation 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession of Sins 
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution  
 

                      
 
Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One)  
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world for the well-being of the Church of God,  
  and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
  pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 



Hymn of Praise  “All Glory Be to God on High”              LSB 947 
       Verses 1-2 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713 
Tune: Public domain 

      
 WORD  

 

Old Testament Reading: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
(“The righteous shall live by his faith.”) 
  

The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet received.  
  

How long, O LORD, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, 
"Violence!" but you do not save? Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do 
you tolerate wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and 
conflict abounds. Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails. The 
wicked hem in the righteous, so that justice is perverted.  
  

I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see 
what he will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint.  
  

Then the LORD replied:  
  

"Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a herald may run 



with it. For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will 
not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not 
delay.  
  

"See, he is puffed up; his desires are not upright—but the righteous will live by 
his faith.” 
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 
(Paul thanks God for the faith God has given Timothy.) 
 
  

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to the promise of 
life that is in Christ Jesus, To Timothy, my dear son:  
  

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.  
  

I thank God, whom I serve, as my forefathers 
did, with a clear conscience, as night and day 
I constantly remember you in my prayers. 
Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that 
I may be filled with joy. I have been reminded 
of your sincere faith, which first lived in your 
grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice 
and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. 
For this reason I remind you to fan into flame 
the gift of God, which is in you through the 
laying on of my hands. For God did not give 
us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of 
love and of self-discipline.  
 

So do not be ashamed to testify about our 
Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join 
with me in suffering for the gospel, by the 
power of God, who has saved us and called 
us to a holy life--not because of anything we 
have done but because of his own purpose 
and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 
but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, 
who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through 
the gospel. And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a 
teacher. That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet I am not ashamed, because I 
know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I 
have entrusted to him for that day.  
 

What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and 
love in Christ Jesus. Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you--guard it 
with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.   



  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
                 

VERSE John 6:68 
 

 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 17:1-10 
(Faith as a mustard seed) 
  

Jesus said to his disciples: "Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, 
but woe to that person through whom they come. It would be better for him to be 
thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around his neck than for him to cause 
one of these little ones to sin. So watch yourselves.  
 

"If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. If he sins 
against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, 
`I repent,' forgive him."  
 

The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!"  
 

He replied, "If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this 
mulberry tree, `Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will obey you.  
"Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he 
say to the servant when he comes in from the field, `Come along now and sit 
down to eat'? Would he not rather say, `Prepare my supper, get yourself ready 
and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink'? Would he 
thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? So you also, when you 
have done everything you were told to do, should say, `We are unworthy 
servants; we have only done our duty.' "  
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day      “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way”          LSB 857 
      
Sermon   “Duty”                         Pastor John Larson 
                                                    Text: Luke 17:1-10 
   

Nicene Creed                  (found in the back of the hymnal) 
 

 



Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
                  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 
 

Offering (collected in the back, or during the service, as announced) 
 

Offering Music (8:00)   “Amen Siakudumisa (Lord We Give Thanks)”   
            

       By Cathy Moklebust 
                Gloria Dei Ringers 
                                  Eli Faust, Shekere 
                   Sam Westra, Maracas          
                      Michael Zehnder, Djembe 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 SACRAMENT  

 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160 
 

Proper Preface                        
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, 
humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient 
unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us 
from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and 



archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus     “Holy, Holy, Holy”         Greg Wismar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110000713 Tune: Public domain 

 

Words of Institution                                               
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be  
Thy name,  

  Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

  give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.        



 

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)                   LSB 163 
                                                     

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
                                    

Special Organ Music   “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”    J.S. Bach 
(Note: The hymn tune used by Bach in this famous piece is the isometric version of our 
communion hymn, “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens”) 
    

Hymn    “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens”                          LSB 589 
   

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn        “Almighty Father, Bless the Word”                 LSB 923 
           

Congregational Concerns  
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude   “Almighty Father, Bless the Word”         Michael Burkhardt                    

 

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT                           Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                           Michael Zehnder 
ELDERS                     4 p.m. Don Loptien; 8 a.m. Scott Luethy; 10:30 a.m. Scott Luethy  
LECTORS               4 p.m. Anita Baresel; 8 a.m. Dana Thom; 10:30 a.m. Jackie Warren 
COMMUNION SERVER                    4:00 p.m. Anita Baresel; 10:30 a.m. Jackie Warren     
 
                    

                                                          


