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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST  
 

FAITHFUL SERVANTS 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Paul deals with what kind of persons should exercise authority in the church as pastors 
and deacons.  He doesn't give a job description, per se, but instead describes the 
characters of those who would serve in these offices.  The list of qualities is not 
intended to be exhaustive but each pictures a person of mature Christian character, 
one whose faith has had tangible impact on his behavior.  "Above reproach" is the key 
qualification and then is expounded upon by the words and phrases that follow. 
 



 PREPARATION  
 

Prelude    “God of Grace and God of Glory”    Paul Manz 
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn     “God of Grace and God of Glory”                         LSB 850 
  

Invocation  
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 90:1, 12; 86:11–12; 119:159–160 
 

Pastor: Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
People: Teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom. 
 

Pastor: Consider how I love Your precepts! Give me life according to Your steadfast 
love. 

People: The sum of Your word is truth, and every one of Your just and 
righteous decrees endures forever. 

 

Pastor: Teach me Your way, O LORD, that I may walk in Your truth; unite my heart to 
fear Your name. 

People: I give thanks to You, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will 
glorify Your name forever. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: It is good and right that we should make confession of our sins. The section 
on “Confession” in the Small Catechism by Dr. Martin Luther instructs us 
with these words: 

People: Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and 
second, that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the 
pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by 
it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven. 

 

Pastor: Humble yourselves then before God, confess your sins to Him, and implore 
His forgiveness. 

People: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and penitent sinner, 
confess to You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 
offended You and justly deserved Your present and eternal 
punishment. By nature, I am a sinful creature. By thought, word, and 
deed I have continually transgressed Your law. For the sake of the 
sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and 
merciful to me, a penitent and contrite being. Forgive me all my sins 
and grant me the power of Your Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful 
life. 

 

Pastor: God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. 
People: Amen. 
 



Pastor: As you believe, so let it be. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and 
by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One)  
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world for the well-being of the Church of God,  
  and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
  pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise  “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”      LSB 549 
      Verses 1,3,6 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, On this terrestrial ball 
To Him all majesty ascribe And crown Him Lord of all. 
[To Him all majesty ascribe And crown Him Lord of all.] 

 
Public domain 

                      



 
 WORD  

 

Old Testament Reading: Amos 6:1-7 
(God’s people are warned by the prophet.) 

  

Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who feel secure on Mount 
Samaria, you notable men of the foremost nation, to whom the people of Israel 
come! Go to Calneh and look at it; go from there to great Hamath, and then go 
down to Gath in Philistia. Are they better off than your two kingdoms? Is their 
land larger than yours? You put off the evil day and bring near a reign of terror. 
You lie on beds inlaid with ivory and lounge on your couches. You dine on 
choice lambs and fattened calves. You strum away on your harps like David and 
improvise on musical instruments. You drink wine by the bowlful and use the 
finest lotions, but you do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph.  
 

Therefore you will be among the first to go into exile; your feasting and lounging 
will end.  
 
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle: 1 Timothy 3:1-13 
(The qualities needed in an overseer 
and deacon) 
  

Here is a trustworthy saying: If 
anyone sets his heart on being an 
overseer, he desires a noble task. 
Now the overseer must be above 
reproach, the husband of but one 
wife, temperate, self-controlled, 
respectable, hospitable, able to 
teach, not given to drunkenness, 
not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 
He must manage his own family 
well and see that his children obey 
him with proper respect. (If anyone 
does not know how to manage his 
own family, how can he take care 
of God's church?) He must not be 
a recent convert, or he may 
become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. He must also 
have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and 
into the devil's trap.   
 



Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, 
sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing 
dishonest gain. They must keep hold of the deep 
truths of the faith with a clear conscience. They must 
first be tested; and then if there is nothing against 
them, let them serve as deacons. In the same way, 
their wives are to be women worthy of respect, not 
malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in 
everything. A deacon must be the husband of but one 
wife and must manage his children and his household 
well. Those who have served well gain an excellent 
standing and great assurance in their faith in Christ 
Jesus.  
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
                   

VERSE John 6:68 
 

 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 16:19-31 
  

"There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in 
luxury every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with 
sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came 
and licked his sores.  
 

"The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's 
side. The rich man also died and was buried. In hell, where he was in torment, he 
looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called to 
him, `Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.'  
 

"But Abraham replied, `Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your 
good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here 
and you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm 
has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can 
anyone cross over from there to us.'  
 

 



"He answered, `Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, for I 
have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this 
place of torment.'  
 

"Abraham replied, `They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.'  
 

"`No, father Abraham,' he said, `but if someone from the dead goes to them, they 
will repent.'  
 

"He said to him, `If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be 
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.' " 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day      “God of the Prophets, Bless the Prophets’ Sons”    LSB 682 
      
Sermon   “A Call, a Burden, a Joy”                 Pastor John Larson 
                                              Text: 1 Timothy 3:1-13 
   

Apostle’s Creed                  (found in the back of the hymnal) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
                  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 
 

Offering (collected in the back, or during the service, as announced) 
 

Offering Music (8:00)   “Beautiful Savior”              
(Congregation please sing verses 1 and 4)                LSB 537 

arr. Michael Burkhardt 
                        Ascension Chorale 

 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 



 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160 
 

Proper Preface                        
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, Lord our God, for You have graciously blessed 
us through the Word Incarnate, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who for our sake 
died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death. Confident 
of His compassion on us and rejoicing in the company of the saints on 
earth and those above, we laud and magnify Your holy name: 

 

Sanctus     “Holy, Holy, Holy”         Greg Wismar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110000713 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Words of Institution                                               
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be  
Thy name,  



  Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

  give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.        
 

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)                   LSB 163 
                                                     

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
                                    

Special Organ Music   “Christ Be My Leader”      Paul Manz 
 

   “Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service”        Michael Burkhardt 
 

Hymn    “Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service”         LSB 848 
   

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn         “Christ Be My Leader”                                   LSB 861 
           

Congregational Concerns  
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude “Christ  Be My Leader”     

     Donald Busarow                   

 
  

 
 
OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT                           Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                           Michael Zehnder 
PIANIST            Diana Gaide 
ELDERS                    4 p.m. Jim Wert; 8 a.m. Arvin Michel; 10:30 a.m. Michael Lawrenz  
LECTORS         4 p.m. Linda Nedry; 8 a.m. Lorraine Winckler; 10:30 a.m. Margo Pasha 
COMMUNION SERVER                        4:00 p.m. Mavis Slifka; 10:30 a.m. Margo Pasha                              


