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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST  
 

A SONG OF PRAISE 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

How do God’s people respond to His grace-filled kindness to them? After listing the 
many blessings that God freely gives His people, Martin Luther writes in his response 
to the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed, “For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, 
serve and obey Him.” Praising God is a sacred duty for His people. It is also a joyous 
duty. The Psalms are filled with exhortations to join in extensive and exuberant praise. 
Psalm 150 begins, “Praise the LORD! Praise God in His sanctuary.” That is what we do 
individually and together as both a duty and as a delight! 
 



 PREPARATION  
 

Prelude    “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”    Paul Manz 
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn     “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                         LSB 790 
  

Invocation  
 

OPENING SENTENCES Deuteronomy 6:4–5; Proverbs 3:3–6 
 

Pastor: Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 
People: You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your might. 
 

Pastor: Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your 
neck; write them on the tablet of your heart. 

People: So you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and man. 
 

Pastor: Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. 

People: In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your 
paths. 

 

 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Let us humble ourselves before God, confess our sins to Him, and ask His 
gracious forgiveness for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: We now confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of 
heaven and before one another, that we are sinful human beings by 
nature and by deed. We have not always put God first. We have used 
His holy name in ways that do not honor Him. We have not always 
been devoted to the Lord and have not fully cherished the sacred 
writings of our faith. We have failed in ways of keeping our thoughts, 
words, and deeds pure and honorable. At times we have taken what is 
not ours and have spoken that which is not helpful or true. We have 
broken the law of God by coveting that which is not rightfully ours 
and have not put the best construction on all things and spoken the 
best of all people. We pray our God to have mercy on us, to forgive us 
all our sins, and to bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord grants us pardon, forgiveness, and 
remission of all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by 
His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 



Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One)  
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world for the well-being of the Church of God,  
  and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
  pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

 
 
Hymn of Praise  “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good”      LSB 819 
                      Verses 1, 5 
  

Text and tune: Public domain 



 WORD  
 

Old Testament Reading: Amos 8:4-7 
(An exhortation to live justly) 
  

Hear this, you who trample the needy and do away with the poor of the land, 
saying,  
   

"When will the New Moon be over that we may sell grain, and the Sabbath be 
ended that we may market wheat?"— skimping the measure, boosting the price 
and cheating with dishonest scales, buying the poor with silver and the needy 
for a pair of sandals, selling even the sweepings with the wheat.  
   

The LORD has sworn by the Pride of Jacob: "I will never forget anything they 
have done.  
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle: 1 Timothy 2:1-15 
(The Lord wants all people to be saved.) 
  

I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be 
made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live 
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases 
God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of 
the truth. For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men—the testimony given in 
its proper time. And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle—I 
am telling the truth, I am not lying—and a teacher of the true faith to the Gentiles.  
I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or 
disputing.  
 

I also want women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, not with 
braided hair or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, but with good deeds, 
appropriate for women who profess to worship God.  
 

A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. I do not permit a woman 
to teach or to have authority over a man; she must be silent. For Adam was 
formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman 
who was deceived and became a sinner. But women will be saved through 
childbearing—if they continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety. 
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

        



 
Please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
                   

VERSE John 6:68 
 

 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 16:1-15 
(Jesus calls His disciples to make serving Him the priority.) 
  

Jesus told his disciples: "There was a rich man whose manager was accused of  
wasting his possessions. So he called him in and asked him, `What is this I hear 
about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be 
manager any longer.'  
 

"The manager said to himself, `What shall I do now? My master is taking away 
my job. I'm not strong enough to dig, and I'm ashamed to beg—I know what I'll 
do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.'  
"So he called in each one of his master's debtors. He 
asked the first, `How much do you owe my master?'  
 

" `Eight hundred gallons of olive oil,' he replied.  
 

"The manager told him, `Take your bill, sit down 
quickly, and make it four hundred.'  
 

"Then he asked the second, `And how much do you 
owe?'  
 

" `A thousand bushels of wheat,' he replied. 
  

"He told him, `Take your bill and make it eight 
hundred.' 
  

"The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted 
shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own 
kind than are the people of the light. I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends 
for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal 
dwellings.  
 

"Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and 
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if you 
have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with 
true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else's property, 
who will give you property of your own?  
 



"No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
both God and Money." 
  

The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus. He 
said to them, "You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but 
God knows your hearts. What is highly valued among men is detestable in God's 
sight.  
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day      “Christ, Our Human Likeness Sharing”                  LSB 847 
      
Sermon   “A Terrible Blessing”                 Pastor John Larson 
                                             Text: Amos 8:4-7 
 

Nicene Creed                 (found in the back of the hymnal) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
                  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 You may now greet one another in the name of the 
Lord using...Peace be with you! 

 

Offering (collected in the back, or during the service, as announced) 
 

Offering Music (8:00)   “Seek and You Will Find”               Natalie Sleeth 
                    arr. Robert Lau 
                      Ascension Chorale 

 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 
 



 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160 
 

Proper Preface                        
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to You, Lord our God. Holy are You and great 
is the majesty of Your glory. You did so love the world that You sent Your 
only Son to be our Redeemer. By His sacrificial life, He has brought us 
salvation and has shown us the path to life eternal. Pour upon us now the 
gift of the Holy Spirit that we may receive the body and blood of our Lord 
with true devotion. Grant us a foretaste of the feast to come, heavenly 
Father, that we may with increased faith joyfully await a blessed eternity in 
Your glorious presence. 

 

Sanctus     “Holy, Holy, Holy”         Greg Wismar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110000713 
Tune: Public domain 
 

 
Words of Institution                                               
 



Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be  
Thy name,  

  Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

  give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.        
 

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)                  LSB 163 
                                                     

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
                                     

Special Organ Music   ”Son of God Eternal Savior”         Michael Burkhardt 
 

Hymn    “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”      LSB 575 
   

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn        “Son of God, Eternal Savior”                                LSB 842 
           

Congregational Concerns  
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude   “Son of God, Eternal Savior”                    Michael Burkhardt 

 
 
   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT                           Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                           Michael Zehnder 
PIANIST            Diana Gaide 
ELDERS               4 p.m. Arvin Michel; 8 a.m. Arvin Michel; 10:30 a.m. Michael Lawrenz  
LECTORS             4 p.m. Mike Price; 8 a.m. Norm Finfrock; 10:30 a.m. Jeanette Nelson 
COMMUNION SERVER                      4:00 p.m. Mike Price; 10:30 a.m. Jeanette Nelson                               


