
ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
  

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD 
LITTLETON, COLORADO 
September 10 and 11, 2022 

4:00 p.m. Saturday and 8:00 a.m. Sunday 
        
               

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY OF 
PENTECOST / EDUCATION SUNDAY 
 

JOY OVER ONE 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

What do you do when you arrive at church? Many people attend to the tasks 
associated with the beginning of the service, looking at the bulletin they have received 
or checking out what the opening hymn will be. There is blessing to be found also in 
looking around us and acknowledging those gathered with us. Each of us is singularly 
special to God, and, joined together, we become “the people of His pasture, and the 
sheep of His hand” (Psalm 95:7). There is no more special place to be than in the 
sheepfold of our God as part of His flock! Today's Gospel makes it clear who Jesus 
wants in His sheepfold. Everyone!  God is not satisfied with 99 sheep (sinners) in his 
pen. He wants 100% attendance in His Kingdom. This fact is so important that Luke 15 
is the ONLY time in the Bible that Jesus tells three parables in a row, to make the same 
point that LOST PEOPLE MATTER TO GOD. So he tells the parables of the lost 
sheep, the lost coin and then the lost son (the last one not a part of today's 
reading). The conclusion is the same in each parable. What is lost is of such value to 
your heavenly Father that he is willing to leave the "found" just to seek and to save 
what is lost. So don't think God has ever given up on you. Don't think he has ever given 
up on your neighbor, your relative, your friend who doesn't know Jesus. Always be 
ready to give witness to the hope that is in you because God wants the lost to be found 
and you are part of His plan to make this happen. 



 PREPARATION  
 

Prelude    “Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense”   Benjamin Culli 
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn     “Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense”                       LSB 741 
                 Verses 1-4 
Invocation  
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 119:57–60, 63–64 
 

Pastor: The Lord is my portion; I promise to keep Your words. 
People: I entreat Your favor with all my heart; be gracious to me according to 

Your promise. 
 

Pastor: When I think on my ways, I turn my feet to Your testimonies; 
People: I hasten and do not delay to keep Your commandments. 
 

Pastor: I am a companion of all who fear You, of those who keep Your precepts. 
People: The earth, O Lord, is full of Your steadfast love; teach me Your 

statutes! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Let us now confess our sin to God, our merciful Father. 
People: Gracious God, we admit and confess our sinfulness. We are by nature 

sinful and unclean. Daily we do things we ought not do and do not 
live up to our calling as the people of Your pasture and the sheep of 
Your hand. We justly deserve Your punishment in this life and for 
eternity. Trusting in Your mercy, we come to You for forgiveness. Our 
trust is in the merits of Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Have mercy 
on us, O God. Grant us remission of all our sins and lead us to 
renewed lives that reflect Your goodness and love. 

 

Pastor: God is gracious and merciful. He hears our supplications and joyfully 
restores us to His fold. By the command of our Lord and as His called and 
ordained servant, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One)  
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world for the well-being of the Church of God,  
  and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 



Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
  pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise  “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”      LSB 563 
                   Verses 1-2, 6 

  
 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 WORD  
 

Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-24 
(God will personally search for His sheep.) 
  

" `For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep 
and look after them. As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is 
with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places 
where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. I will bring them out 
from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them into 
their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and 
in all the settlements in the land. I will tend them in a good pasture, and the 
mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in 
good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of 
Israel. I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the 
Sovereign LORD. I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind 



up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will 
destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.  
 

" `As for you, my flock, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will judge 
between one sheep and another, and between rams and goats. Is it not enough 
for you to feed on the good pasture? Must you also trample the rest of your 
pasture with your feet? Is it not enough for you to drink clear water? Must you 
also muddy the rest with your feet? Must my flock feed on what you have 
trampled and drink what you have muddied with your feet?  
 

" `Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says to them: See, I myself will 
judge between the fat sheep and the lean 
sheep. Because you shove with flank and 
shoulder, butting all the weak sheep with 
your horns until you have driven them 
away, I will save my flock, and they will no 
longer be plundered. I will judge between 
one sheep and another. I will place over 
them one shepherd, my servant David, and 
he will tend them; he will tend them and be 
their shepherd. I the LORD will be their 
God, and my servant David will be prince 
among them. I the LORD have spoken.  
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle: 1 Timothy 1: 5-11, 12-17 
(Christ Jesus came to the world to save 
sinners.) 
  

The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good 
conscience and a sincere faith. Some have departed from these and have turned 
to meaningless talk. They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know 
what they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm. 
 

We know that the law is good if one uses it properly.  We also know that the law 
is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and 
sinful, the unholy and irreligious, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for 
murderers, for the sexually immoral, for those practicing homosexuality, for 
slave traders and liars and perjurers—and for whatever else is contrary to the 
sound doctrine that conforms to the gospel concerning the glory of the blessed 
God, which he entrusted to me. 
 

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me 
faithful, appointing me to his service. Even though I was once a blasphemer and 
a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance 
and unbelief. The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along 



with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full 
acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners—of whom I am the worst. But for 
that very reason I was shown mercy so that in 
me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might 
display his unlimited patience as an example for 
those who would believe on him and receive 
eternal life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for 
ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
                   

VERSE John 6:68 
 

 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 15:1-10 
(Lost people matter to God.) 
  

Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear him. But 
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners 
and eats with them." 
  

Then Jesus told them this parable: "Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep 
and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country 
and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully 
puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors 
together and says, `Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.' I tell you that 
in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 
  

"Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a 
lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? And when she 
finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, `Rejoice with me; 
I have found my lost coin.' In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."  
 



Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day      “O Christ, Our True and Only Light”                  LSB 839 
      
Sermon   “The One”                     Pastor John Larson 
                                           Text: Luke 15:1-10 
 

Apostle’s Creed                 (found in the back of the hymnal) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
                  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 

 
INSTALLATION AND DEDICATION 
OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS AND STAFF (8:00) 

 

Lori Rolling 
Jackie Viren 

Larisa Neilson 
Tricia McCulley 

Anita Baresel 
 

Amanda Gilbert 
Ann Kaneko 
Jenna Lawrenz 
Rev. Bob Seible 
 
 

 
                                 
 



Offering (collected in the back, or during the service, as announced) 
 

Offering Music (8:00)   “O Christ, Our True and Only Light”    Paul Manz 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160 
 

Proper Preface                        
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and proper that we should give thanks to You, Lord 
our God, for You have come to redeem Your fallen creation. Through the 
saving work of Jesus Christ, our Good Shepherd, we are granted all good 
things by You in countless ways. Through the working of Your Holy Spirit, 
bestow upon us Your peace and abiding joy, now and forever. Together with 
angels and archangels and with all who rejoice in the courts of heaven, we 
praise Your glorious name. 

 

Sanctus (Divine Service, Setting One)          LSB 161 
 

Words of Institution                                               
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be  
Thy name,  

  Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

  give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.        



 

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)                  LSB 163 
                                                     

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
                                     

Special Organ Music   “Amazing Grace”         Gordon Young 
 

Hymn    “Amazing Grace”           LSB 744 
 

Hymn    “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”        LSB 740 
           

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 
to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 
peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn        “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”                         
LSB 643 
           

Congregational Concerns  
 

Presentation of Bibles to Third Graders (8:00) 
Presentation of Catechisms to 7th Graders (8:00) 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude   “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”           Kristina Langlois 

   

 
OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT                           Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                           Michael Zehnder 
ELDERS                    4 p.m. Don Loptien; 8 a.m. Jim Wert; 10:30 a.m. Michael Lawrenz  
LECTORS            4 p.m. Anita Baresel; 8 a.m. Joyce Dowdy; 10:30 a.m. Jude Donovan 
COMMUNION SERVER                    4:00 p.m. Anita Baresel; 10:30 a.m. Jude Donovan 
 
 
 
                                        


