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ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

BLESSED TO BE IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Our text for today, Psalm 84, especially focuses on the joy of going to worship and 
being "in the courts of the Lord's house."  This Psalm is to cultivate an understanding of 
this delight, to open the eyes and hearts of God's people to the staggering privilege of 
being a welcome guest in God's own house and to write deep into their souls the 
conviction that wickedness offers no reward that can even compare to the joy and 
pleasure of being in God's house.  This Psalm has three parts, in each of which people 
are pronounced "blessed" (verses 4, 5 and 12). Specifically, blessed are those "who 
dwell in God's courts," "those who journey to Zion" and "those who trust in the 
Lord."  The Psalmist sincerely prefers one day in God's courts to a thousand anywhere 
else.  Would that Christians world-wide wake up to this great privilege and joy! 



 
  PREPARATION  

 

Prelude   “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”            Donald Busarow  
   and Paul Manz 

 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn  “How Great Thou Art”           LSB 801 
           

Invocation 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 46:1; 50:1 
 

Pastor: God is our refuge and strength, 
People: a very present help in trouble. 
 

Pastor: The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the earth 
People: from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Invited by the grace of God, as His baptized children, we entreat His mercy 
confessing our sins and receiving His forgiveness. 

People: O merciful Father, hear our plea for Your constant help in the struggle 
of living in the strength of our Baptism into the death and resurrection 
of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. We lay our sins on His own 
atoning death. Raise us in the assurance of Your forgiveness and 
Your power to create a new and contrite heart, that we may serve You 
in holiness and forever sing Your praises both now and forever. Hear 
us for the sake of Jesus, our Lord and our eternal King. Amen. 

 

Pastor: The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you 
the new birth of water and the Spirit, strengthen you with His grace. In the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, and by His authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One)  
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world for the well-being of the Church of God,  
  and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 



Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
  pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise   “All People That On Earth Do Dwell”              LSB 791 
                 Verses 1-3,5   

                                        
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
First Reading: Psalm 84 
(To be in the presence of the Lord is a greater blessing than any other.) 
 

How lovely is your dwelling place, 
    Lord Almighty! 
  

My soul yearns, even faints, 
    for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and my flesh cry out 
    for the living God. 
 

Even the sparrow has found a home, 
    and the swallow a nest for herself, 



    where she may have her young— 
a place near your altar, 
    Lord Almighty, my King and my God. 
 

Blessed are those who dwell in your house; 
    they are ever praising you. 
 

Blessed are those whose strength is in you, 
    whose hearts are set on pilgrimage. 
 

As they pass through the Valley of Baka, 
    they make it a place of springs; 
    the autumn rains also cover it with pools. 
 

They go from strength to strength, 
    till each appears before God in Zion. 
 

Hear my prayer, Lord God Almighty; 
    listen to me, God of Jacob. 
 

Look on our shield, O God; 
    look with favor on your anointed one. 
 

Better is one day in your courts 
    than a thousand elsewhere; 
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 
    than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
 

For the Lord God is a sun and shield; 
    the Lord bestows favor and honor; 
no good thing does he withhold 
    from those whose walk is blameless. 
 

Lord Almighty, 
    blessed is the one who trusts in you. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 12:4-24 
(A Kingdom that cannot be shaken)  
  

In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding 
your blood. And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses 
you as sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose 
heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he 
punishes everyone he accepts as a son."  
   

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not  
disciplined by his father? If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes  
discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons. Moreover, we 



have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. 
How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! Our 
fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines 
us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant 
at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of 
righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. Therefore, 
strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. "Make level paths for your feet," 
so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed. Make every effort to live 
in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.  
 

See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to 
cause trouble and defile many. See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless 
like Esau, who for a single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son. 
Afterward, as you know, when he wanted to inherit this blessing, he was 
rejected. He could bring about no change of mind, though he sought the 
blessing with tears. You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and 
that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; to a trumpet blast or to 
such a voice speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further 
word be spoken to them, because they could not bear what was commanded: "If 
even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned." The sight was so 
terrifying that Moses said, "I am trembling with fear." But you have come to 
Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come 
to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the 
firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge 
of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of 
a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the 
blood of Abel.  
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
                   

VERSE John 6:68 

 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 13:22-30 
(The narrow door) 
  

 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way 
to Jerusalem. Someone asked him, "Lord, are only a few people going to be 
saved?"  
 



He said to them, "Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because 
many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. Once the owner of the 
house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and 
pleading, `Sir, open the door for us.'  
 

"But he will answer, `I don't know you or where you come from.'  
"Then you will say, `We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.'  
"But he will reply, `I don't know you or where you come from. Away from me, all 
you evildoers!'  
 

"There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves 
thrown out. People will come from east and west and north and south, and will 
take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. Indeed there are those who 
are last who will be first, and first who will be last."  
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
      

Children’s Message (9:00)                   Jenna Lawrenz 
 

Hymn of the Day “Rock of Ages”                                    LSB 761 
 

Sermon   “Joy!”                           Pastor John Larson 
                                                     Text: Psalm 84 
 
 

Apostle’s Creed  (found in the back of the hymnal)  
                                          

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
(You may now greet one another in the Name of the Lord, saying “Peace be with you!”) 

Offering  
(4:00 pm - collected in the back; 9:00 am – collected in the pews) 
 

Offering Music – Duet    “Wir Eilen”     J.S. Bach 
            Larisa Neilson and Anita Baresel, soloists 
 
 

 
 



Wir Eilen – Bach German text and English translation 
 

German text English translation 
Wir eilen mit schwachen, doch emsigen 
Schritten, 

We hasten with weak but diligent steps, 

O Jesu, o Meister zu helfen, zu dir. Oh Jesus, oh Master of Salvation, to you. 
Du suchest die Kranken und Irrenden 
treulich. 

You seek the ailing and erring faithfully, 

Ach höre, wie wir Ah, hear, how we 

Die Stimmen erheben, um Hülfe zu bitten! Raise our voices to plead for help/salvation. 

Es sei uns dein gnädiges Antlitz erfreulich! 
Let your merciful countenance be gladdening 
to us. 

  
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian faith, 
confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and 
resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center 
ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with wheat 
allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come 
forward with arms crossed. When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 SACRAMENT  

 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160 
 

Proper Preface 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. By His own bloody sacrifice on a 
cross as the pure and holy victim who bore our sins and the sin of the 
world, He has opened the door to Your kingdom for all who put their trust in 
Him. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 
Sanctus (Divine Service, Setting One)        LSB 161 
 

Words of Institution           
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 



 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be  
Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

  give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.    
 

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)                   LSB 163 
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 

Special Organ Music     “How Great Thou Art”       Kristin Langlois 
 

       “Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy”       Benjamin Kolodziej 
 

Hymn (4:00 and 9:00)     “Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy”               LSB 774  
 

Hymn (9:00)      “To God the Holy Spirit”                                     LSB 768 
     

General Communion Blessing        
 

Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn        “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”      LSB 803 
                   

Congregational Concerns  
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”   David Cherwien 
 

 
 

PASTOR                           Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                                Michael Zehnder 
ELDERS                                                                      4 p.m. Scott Luethy; 9 a.m. Jim Wert 
LECTORS                                                             4 p.m. Mike Price; 9 a.m. Crystal Sundet 
COMMUNION SERVER (4:00)                                Mike Price                                                     


