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TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

GOD LISTENS AND DELIVERS  
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

A funny advertisement for the movie 
Ghostbusters is: "Who ya gonna call? 
Ghostbusters!"  We know there are no 
such things as ghosts and hauntings, 
but all of us have experienced times of 
dire calamities when calling 911 is just 
not enough help.  Sometimes we face 
situations that are so traumatic and 
needful that the answer to "Who ya gonna call?" is obvious: The LORD!  In today's 
Psalm 116, the author's specific need is deliverance from impending death (vv. 3, 8-9, 
15).  But the plea for God's help in the face of death may be generalized to other kinds 
of dramatic answers to prayer in a time of dire need.  One outstanding characteristic of 
this Psalm (especially vv. 12-19, "What shall I render to the Lord for all his benefits to 
me?") is that the writer assumes that his thanks for his personal deliverance is best 
celebrated in public worship ("...in the presence of all his people" and "in the courts of 
the house of the Lord"). Perhaps that is one of the main points for us today in this 
Psalm. We ask, we receive, then we properly give thanks - especially 
publicly!  Remember the acronym for a good balance of prayer ingredients?  ACTS - 
Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication.  We are very good at the last one: 
supplication, asking for what we need.  Perhaps the third ingredient - Thanksgiving - is 
an area in which we could improve both personally and as a community.  If you were to 
make a list of your "asks" of the Lord (or in the asks in our church's prayer list) you 
might be surprised in retrospect at how many of these prayers He answers with a "Yes" 
or a "Yes, and here's more besides."  Let's make a personal and a corporate effort to 
give more private and public thanksgiving for all His gracious "yeses."  Truly, He is a 
gracious God and deserving of all our praise and thanksgiving! 
 



 
  PREPARATION  

 

Prelude  “Thanks to Thee, O Christ Victorious” Edwin Childs and Paul Manz 
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn  “Great is Thy Faithfulness”          LSB 809 
           

Invocation 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

Exhortation 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Hebrews. 12:1–2 
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins, recognizing the forgiveness we receive because of 
our Lord’s sacrifice in our place. 
 

Gracious heavenly Father, 
People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being. 

 

Pastor: People of God, “we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,” all of 
whom struggled in their day, none of them perfect, but all of whom looked 
forward in hope. Because our Lord Jesus, “for the joy that was set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, . . . is seated at the right 
hand of the throne of God,” we can be confident that He fulfilled all God’s 
promises and has made His total, gracious forgiveness available to us. As 
a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God! 
 

Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One)  
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 



Pastor: For the peace of the whole world for the well-being of the Church of God,  
  and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
  pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise   “Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious”              LSB 548                                                   

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 



First Reading: Psalm 116 
(God hears us when we call for help and delivers us from calamity. Our grateful 
response is a very public “sacrifice of praise.”) 
 

I love the Lord, for he heard my voice; 
    he heard my cry for mercy. 
Because he turned his ear to me, 
    I will call on him as long as I live. 
 

The cords of death entangled me, 
    the anguish of the grave came over me; 
    I was overcome by distress and sorrow. 
Then I called on the name of the Lord: 
    “Lord, save me!” 
 

The Lord is gracious and righteous; 
    our God is full of compassion. 
The Lord protects the unwary; 
    when I was brought low, he saved me. 
Return to your rest, my soul, 
    for the Lord has been good to you. 
 

For you, Lord, have delivered me from 
death, 
    my eyes from tears, 
    my feet from stumbling, 
that I may walk before the Lord 
    in the land of the living. 
 

I trusted in the Lord when I said, 
    “I am greatly afflicted”; 
in my alarm I said, 
    “Everyone is a liar.” 
What shall I return to the Lord 
    for all his goodness to me? 
 

I will lift up the cup of salvation 
    and call on the name of the Lord. 
I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 
    in the presence of all his people. 
 

Precious in the sight of the Lord 
    is the death of his faithful servants. 
Truly I am your servant, Lord; 
    I serve you just as my mother did; 
    you have freed me from my chains. 
 

I will sacrifice a thank offering to you 
    and call on the name of the Lord. 



I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 
    in the presence of all his people, 
in the courts of the house of the Lord— 
    in your midst, Jerusalem. 
 

Praise the Lord.  
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 11:17-31; 12:1-3 
(Heroes of faith acted when tested, well before Christ appeared in human history.) 
  

By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had  
received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, even though 
God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned." 
Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he 
did receive Isaac back from death. By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in 
regard to their future.  
 

By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and 
worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff. By faith Joseph, when his end 
was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave 
instructions about his bones. By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months 
after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not 
afraid of the king's edict. By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be 
known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. He chose to be mistreated along with 
the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. He 
regarded disgrace for the sake 
of Christ as of greater value 
than the treasures of Egypt, 
because he was looking ahead 
to his reward. By faith he left 
Egypt, not fearing the king's 
anger; he persevered because 
he saw him who is  
invisible. By faith he kept the 
Passover and the sprinkling of 
blood, so that the  
destroyer of the firstborn would 
not touch the firstborn of Israel. 
By faith the people passed 
through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they 
were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had marched 
around them for seven days. By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she 
welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.  
 



Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us 
run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 
the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not 
grow weary and lose heart.  
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
                   

VERSE John 6:68 

 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 12:49-53 
(Jesus says families will be divided over Him.) 
  

"I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 
But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed! 
Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. From 
now on there will be five in one family divided against each other, three against 
two and two against three. They will be divided, father against son and son 
against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-
law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."  
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
      

Children’s Message (9:00)                Christa Kirschner 
 

Hymn of the Day “We Praise You, O God”                 LSB 785 
 

Sermon   “Two-Faced”                    Pastor John Larson 
                                                    Text: Psalm 116 
 

Offertory “What Shall I Render to the Lord” (Psalm 116) (Divine Service 2)     LSB 176 
 

                                                           



 

Catechism  First Article as Responsive Reading on Giving Thanks 
 

Pastor:  Confessing faith and expressing thanks are completely linked together. In 
the Small Catechism, Martin Luther underscored the theme of thankfulness 
in his explanation of the First Article of the Creed, which focuses on God the 
Creator. Together we say: 

People:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

Pastor:  What does this mean? I believe that God has made me and all creatures; 
that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, 
my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 

People:  For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 
  

Pastor:   He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife 
and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me 
with all that I need to support this body and life. 

People:  For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 
  

Pastor:  He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. 
All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any 
merit or worthiness in me. 

People:  For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 
 

This is most certainly true. 
                                           

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

 
Sharing of the Peace 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be 
with you always. 

People: Amen. 
(You may now greet one another in the 
Name of the Lord, saying “Peace be with 
you!”) 

Offering  
(4:00 pm - collected in the back;  
9:00 am – collected in the pews) 
 

Offering Music (9:00)   
  “Now Thank We All Our God” 
 Jeffrey Blersch and Wilbur Held 
 
 

 



 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian faith, 
confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and 
resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center 
ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with wheat 
allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come 
forward with arms crossed. When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160 
 

Proper Preface 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
in whom people of faith before us believed in spite of persecution, and who 
has now fulfilled all Your gracious promises. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the host of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus (Divine Service, Setting One)        LSB 161 
 

Words of Institution           
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be  
Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

  give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  



as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.    
 

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)                   LSB 163 
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 

Special Organ Music  “Praise and Thanksgiving”          Michael Burkhardt 
 

    
 
 

Hymn (4:00 and 9:00)  “Praise and Thanksgiving”                LSB 789  
 

Hymn (9:00)   “For the Fruits of His Creation”                       LSB 894 
     

General Communion Blessing        
 

Post-Communion Canticle (Psalm 116) (Divine Service 2)       
        “Thank the Lord”      LSB 181 
 

Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn        “Now Thank We All Our God”                                LSB 895 
                   

Congregational Concerns  
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   “Now Thank We All Our God”     David Cherwien 

 



 
PASTOR                         Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                              Michael Zehnder 
ELDERS                                                     4 p.m. Scott Luethy; 9 a.m. Michael Lawrenz 
LECTORS                                                        4 p.m. Anita Baresel; 9 a.m. Scott Luethy 
COMMUNION SERVER (4:00)                          Anita Baresel  
 
 
 
 

                                                                     


