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NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

NOTHING TO FEAR 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

David, the Psalmist (of Psalm 27) considers a number of things that have the potential 
to strike fear in anyone's heart - a wide range of challenging life situations.   The 
wicked advancing against me?  No problem.  An army besieging me?  Piece of 
cake.  How about an all-out war against me?  Nope, not getting myself worried about 
that either.  OK, let's try something more personal.  How about if my own mother and 
father reject and forsake me?  The Psalmist stays calm and encourages us to do the 
same.  Why?  Because "the Lord will receive me" even if rejected by those who are 
supposed to be on my side.  By contrast, He will NEVER reject or leave me.  He is 
always with me and is my light and my salvation which gives me confidence to look to 
Him with dependence and trust, to be strong and courageous in the face of the worst 
adversity or calamity.  So, "Have No Fear Little Flock," (our closing hymn) for the 
Father has chosen to give you the Kingdom.  



  PREPARATION  
 

Prelude   “Aria”              Flor Peeters 
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn  “Thy Strong Word”                   LSB 578 
                     Verses 1-4 
Invocation 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

Exhortation 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession of Sins 
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution  
 

Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One)  
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world for the well-being of the Church of God,  
  and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
  pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

 



  
Hymn of Praise   “Thy Strong Word”                      LSB 578 
                          Verse 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713 Tune: Public domain 

        

                                                

 
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 27 
(With the Lord on our side we have nothing to fear.) 
 

 The LORD is my light and my salvation— 
    whom shall I fear? 



The LORD is the stronghold of my life— 
    of whom shall I be afraid? 
When the wicked advance against me 
    to devour me, 
it is my enemies and my foes 
    who will stumble and fall. 
Though an army besiege me, 
    my heart will not fear; 
though war break out against me, 
    even then I will be confident. 
 

One thing I ask from the LORD, 
    this only do I seek: 
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
    all the days of my life, 
to gaze on the beauty of the LORD 
    and to seek him in his temple. 
For in the day of trouble 
    he will keep me safe in his dwelling; 
he will hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent 
    and set me high upon a rock. 
 

Then my head will be exalted 
    above the enemies who surround me; 
at his sacred tent I will sacrifice with shouts of joy; 
    I will sing and make music to the LORD. 
 

Hear my voice when I call, LORD; 
    be merciful to me and answer me. 
My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” 
    Your face, LORD, I will seek. 
Do not hide your face from me, 
    do not turn your servant away in anger; 
    you have been my helper. 
Do not reject me or forsake me, 
    God my Savior. 
Though my father and mother forsake me, 
    the LORD will receive me. 
Teach me your way, LORD; 
    lead me in a straight path 
    because of my oppressors. 
 

Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes, 
    for false witnesses rise up against me, 
    spouting malicious accusations. 
 



I remain confident of this: 
    I will see the goodness of the LORD 
    in the land of the living. 
Wait for the LORD; 
    be strong and take heart 
    and wait for the LORD. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-16 
(People of faith before us are examples 
for us.) 
  

Now faith is being sure of what we 
hope for and certain of what we do not 
see. This is what the ancients were 
commended for. By faith we 
understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is 
seen was not made out of what was visible. 
  

By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was 
commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by 
faith he still speaks, even though he is dead. By faith Enoch was taken from this 
life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God 
had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who 
pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone 
who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who 
earnestly seek him.  
 

By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to 
save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the 
righteousness that comes by faith. By faith Abraham, when called to go to a 
place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though 
he did not know where he was going. By faith he made his home in the promised 
land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and 
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.  
 

For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and 
builder is God. By faith Abraham, even though he was past age--and Sarah 
herself was barren--was enabled to become a father because he considered him 
faithful who had made the promise. And so from this one man, and he as good 
as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as 
countless as the sand on the seashore.  
 

All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the 
things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And 
they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. People who say such 



things show that they are looking for a country of their own. If they had been 
thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 
Instead, they were longing for a better country--a heavenly one. Therefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.  
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
                   

VERSE John 6:68 
 

 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 12:22-34  
(Jesus encourages us to not fear, for God knows what we truly need.) 
  

Then Jesus said to his disciples: "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your 
life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. Life is more than 
food, and the body more than clothes. Consider the ravens: They do not sow or 
reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more 
valuable you are than birds! Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his 
life? Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?  
 

"Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even  
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like 
one of these. If that is how God clothes the 
grass of the field, which is here today, and 
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much 
more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 
And do not set your heart on what you will 
eat or drink; do not worry about it. For the 
pagan world runs after all such things, and 
your Father knows that you need them. But 
seek his kingdom, and these things will be 
given to you as well.   
 

"Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father 
has been pleased to give you the  
kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for 
yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, 
where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.  
 



Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
      

Children’s Message (9:00)              Stephanie Roettjer 
 

Hymn of the Day “O God, Forsake Me Not”                 LSB 731 
 

Sermon   “Only One Thing is Needed”                  Pastor John Larson 
                                             Text: Psalm 27 
 

Apostle’s Creed              (found in the back of the hymnal)  
                                          

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
(You may now greet one another in the Name of the Lord, saying “Peace be with you!”) 

Offering (4:00 pm - collected in the back; 9:00 am – collected in the pews) 
 

Offering Music (Duet)  “Pie Jesu”           Andrew Lloyd Webber 
             Anita Baresel and Rachel Becker, soloists 
  

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian faith, 
confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and 
resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center 
ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with wheat 
allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come 
forward with arms crossed. When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160 
 

Proper Preface 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on 
human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the 
cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will 
and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 



Sanctus (Divine Service, Setting One)        LSB 161 
 

Words of Institution           
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be  
Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

  give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.    
 

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)                   LSB 163 
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 

Hymn (4:00 and 9:00)  “Arise and Shine in Splendor”       LSB 396  
 

Hymn (9:00)   “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”               LSB 411 
     

Special Piano Music  “You Are My All in All”      arr. Mark Hayes 
 

General Communion Blessing        
 

Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn        “Have No Fear, Little Flock”                                 LSB 735 
                   

Congregational Concerns  
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   “Finale Jubilante”           Healey Willan 

 
PASTOR                              Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                           Michael Zehnder 
ORGANIST / PIANIST              Diana Gaide 
ELDERS                                                                         4 p.m. Don Loptien; 9 a.m. Arvin Michel 
LECTORS                                                                   4 p.m. Curt Engle; 9 a.m. Benjamin Dallet 
COMMUNION SERVER (4:00)                 Curt Engle                                        


