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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART, O GOD 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

It took a lot for God to get a sincere 
repentance and confession out of David for 
his sin of adultery against Bathsheba and 
the murder of her husband Uriah.  In fact, 
the superscription at the top of the Psalm 51 
sets up the underlying reason for this 
psalm.  It was "after David had gone in to Bathsheba and after he was confronted 
about his sin by God's messenger, the prophet Nathan.”  Before that David kept silent 
but the sin was tearing him up inside.  In fact he wrote a whole 'nother psalm about his 
struggle with unconfessed sin (Psalm 32) saying, "When I kept silent (not confessing) 
my bones were literally wasting away." The release of his sin in the confession of 
Psalm 51 is one of the most remarkable and sincere ones in the Bible.  David admits 
the truth to God, "Against YOU, You only have I sinned and done what is evil in your 
sight."  Ultimately all sin, even though it hurts others and ourselves, is at its root, an 
offense against a holy, living God.  Unconfessed sin puts up a wall between us and 
God, blocking out health and His blessings.  The book of James even admits that 
some physical illness is due to unconfessed sin and we are encouraged to pray for 
healing while also confessing our sins.  Parts of Psalm 51 are quoted more often in our 
hymnbook than any other.  In fact, there are TWELVE hymns in our Lutheran Book of 
Worship which are based on or quote some part of Psalm 51.  One of them, "Create in 
Me a Clean Heart O God" which we sing after the sermon today, even used to be a 
part of our liturgy in "the Old Lutheran Hymnal."  May the Lord make you into a great 
repenter as He did David, that His flow of blessings may be unceasing.  The Good 
News of Psalm 51 is that God creates in us (out of nothing but filth) a clean spirit.  The 
slate is washed clean in Jesus' blood and we get a new beginning!  Praise God for His 
mercy and grace! 



 PREPARATION  
 

Prelude   “Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed”  
                Benjamin Culli 
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn  “Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed”           LSB 560 
 

Invocation 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

Exhortation 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession of Sins 
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution  
 

 
 

Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One)  
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world for the well-being of the Church of God,  
  and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
  pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 



 Hymn of Praise (4:00)  “Give Thanks With a Grateful Heart”     LSB 806 

      
        
Text and tune: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713 
 

 



Old Testament Reading: Psalm 51 
(David admits his sin against God and asks Him to forgive, cleanse and restore him.) 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, 
    according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion 
    blot out my transgressions. 
Wash away all my iniquity 
    and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions, 
    and my sin is always before me. 
Against you, you only, have I sinned 
    and done what is evil in your sight; 
so you are right in your verdict 
    and justified when you judge. 
Surely I was sinful at birth, 
    sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; 
    you taught me wisdom in that secret place. 
Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 
    wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
Let me hear joy and gladness; 
    let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 
Hide your face from my sins 
    and blot out all my iniquity. 
Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
    and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
 Do not cast me from your presence 
    or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
    and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
    so that sinners will turn back to you. 
Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O 
God, 
    you who are God my Savior, 
    and my tongue will sing of your 
righteousness. 
Open my lips, Lord, 
    and my mouth will declare your praise. 
You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would 
bring it; 
    you do not take pleasure in burnt 
offerings. 
 



My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; 
    a broken and contrite heart 
    you, God, will not despise. 
May it please you to prosper Zion, 
    to build up the walls of Jerusalem. 
Then you will delight in the sacrifices of the righteous, 
    in burnt offerings offered whole; 
    then bulls will be offered on your altar. 
 

Lector:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle: Colossians 3:1-11 
(In Baptism, our old selves were buried with Christ; therefore, our new self ought to 
reflect His presence in how we live.) 
 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, 
where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, 
not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in 
God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him 
in glory.   
 

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature; sexual 
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.  Because of 
these, the wrath of God is coming. You used to walk in these ways, in the life you 
once lived. But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, 
rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. Do not lie to each other, 
since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on the new 
self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.  Here there 
is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or 
free, but Christ is all, and is in all.   
 

Lector:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
                   

VERSE John 6:68 
 

 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 
 
 



Holy Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 
(Life means more than earthly treasures.) 
 

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.”  
 

Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 
Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a 
man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  And he told 
them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop.  He 
thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 
 

Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do.  I will tear down my barns and build bigger 
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.’ And I’ll say to myself, 
“You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink 
and be merry.’” 
 

But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from 
you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 
 

“This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not 
rich toward God.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

                    
      
Children’s Message (9:00)                   Pastor Larson 
 

Hymn of the Day “To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All”      LSB 613 
 

 



Sermon   “New Again”                                  Pastor John Larson 
                                           Text: Psalm 51 
 

Hymn Response to the Sermon “Create in Me”               LSB 956 
 

Nicene Creed              (found in the back of the hymnal)  
                                          

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
(You may now greet one another in the Name of the Lord, saying “Peace be with you!”) 

Offering (4:00 pm - collected in the back; 9:00 am – collected in the pews) 
 

Offering Music (9:00)  “To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All”       Johann Schneider 
  
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian faith, 
confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, truly repent of 
sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true body and blood, and 
resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an intolerance to alcohol, the center 
ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available to those with wheat 
allergies. Children who have not been instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come 
forward with arms crossed. When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may 
respond with “Amen!”, a word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160 
 

Proper Preface 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on 
human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the 
cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will 
and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus (Divine Service, Setting One)        LSB 161 
 

Words of Institution           
 
 



Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be  
Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

  give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.    
 

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)                   LSB 163 
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 

Special Organ Music  “Renew Me, O Eternal Life”              Paul Manz 
 

Hymn (9:00)   “Renew Me, O Eternal Life”        LSB 704  
 

Hymn (9:00)   “Lord Jesus Think on Me”                LSB 610 
     

General Communion Blessing        
 

Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn        “Father Welcomes”                                          LSB 605 
                   

Congregational Concerns  
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   “Trumpet Sonata”          Henry Purcell 
   

PASTOR                         Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                      Michael Zehnder 
ELDERS                                                                  4 p.m. Jim Wert; 9 a.m. Arvin Michel 
LECTORS                                                   4 p.m. Arvin Michel; 9 a.m. Michael Lawrenz 
COMMUNION SERVER (4:00)      Mike Price 
 

                      


