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THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

THE TRUSTWORTHY AND TRUE WORDS OF GOD 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Today Pastor is preaching on Psalm 19.  The first half of the Psalm notes that creation 
itself "pours forth speech" giving glory to God even by its very existence. Some 
people like to say how they can worship God in nature.  The reason that rings true is 
because nature - the heavens and the earth - literally scream forth the existence of a 
Creator who put all things into glorious natural order.  Nature itself gives glory to God 
by its intricacy, majesty, order and purpose.  The second half of Psalm 19 deals more 
specifically with the written Word of God.  It is not at all like human books, articles or 
TV news reports.  The difference is profound.  Unlike man's words, God Word is 
trustworthy, true, perfect, sure, sweeter than honey and more precious than gold.  We 
are so blessed to have a standard of truth that is beyond reproach or question!  It is 
truly a guiding light for our world as we profess in our communion hymn, a Lamp to our 
feet and a Light to our path. 



 PREPARATION  
 

Prelude   “Personent Hodie” (Shout for Joy, Loud and Long) 
         Charles Callahan and Paul Manz 
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn  “Shout for Joy, Loud and Long”         WOV 793 
 

(This hymn is found in our new LCMS children’s hymnal but is based on an ancient tune, 
Personent Hodie. It emphasizes the first part of Psalm 19, that all creation speaks forth the 
glory of God). 
 

Invocation 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution  
Psalm 41:4; Leviticus 18:4; Colossians 1:10, 12–14; Luke 10:27 
 

Pastor: As for me, I said, “O LORD, be gracious to me; 
People: heal me, for I have sinned against You!” 
 

In silent prayer, we come before our merciful Lord for His healing forgiveness. 
 

Pastor: Holy God, You have commanded us: “You shall follow My rules and keep 
My statutes and walk in them. I am the LORD your God.” 

People: We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 
 

Pastor: “Walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him: bearing fruit in 
every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.” 

People: We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. 

 

Pastor: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as 
yourself.” 

People: We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: As brothers and sisters in Christ, let us give thanks to the Father, “who has 
qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has 
delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins.” As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 



 

KYRIE 
 

Pastor: In the peace and love of Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy! 
 

Pastor: For the gift of love from above and for the salvation of all who trust in 
Jesus, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy! 
 

Pastor: For His love to fill the whole world as the Church of God walks in unity and 
proclaims the message of His kingdom, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy! 
 

Pastor: For our congregation, for its labors of love, and for all who offer in this holy 
house their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy! 
 

Pastor: Help, heal, rescue, and redeem us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen! 
   

Hymn of Praise  “Thy Strong Word”          LSB 578 
                    Verses 1 & 5 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: © 1969 Concordia 
Publishing House. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110000713 Tune: 
Public domain 

 



 WORD  
 

Old Testament Reading: Psalm 19 
(All Creation points to the glory of God and His Word is trustworthy and true.) 
  

The heavens declare the glory of God;  
 the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
Day after day they pour forth speech; 
 night after night they display knowledge. 
There is no speech or language  
 where their voice is not heard. 
Their voice goes out into all the earth, 
 Their words to the end of the world. 
 

In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, 
 which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, 
 like a champion rejoicing to run his course. 
It rises at one end of the heavens 
 and makes its circuit to the other; 
 nothing is hidden from its heat. 
 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 
 reviving the soul. 
The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, 
 making wise the simple. 
The precepts of the Lord are right, 
 giving joy to the heart. 
The commands of the Lord are radiant, 
 giving light to the eyes. 
The fear of the Lord is pure, 
 enduring forever. 
The ordinances of the Lord are sure 
 and altogether righteous. 
They are more precious than gold, 
 than much pure gold; 
They are sweeter than honey, 
 than honey from the comb. 
By them is your servant warned; 
 In keeping them there is great reward. 
 Forgive my hidden faults. 
Keep your servant also from willful sins; 
 May they not rule over me. 
Then I will be blameless, 
 Innocent of great transgression. 
 



May the words of my mouth and the  
meditation of my heart 
be pleasing in your sight, 

O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. 
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: Colossians 1:1-14 
(We live by faith in Christ Jesus; love for all 
the saints.) 

 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the 
will of God, and Timothy our brother,  

To the holy and faithful brothers in Christ at Colosse:  
  

Grace and peace to you from God our Father.  
 

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for 
you, because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you 
have for all the saints-- the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored 
up for you in heaven and that you have already heard about in the word of truth, 
the gospel that has come to you. All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit 
and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and 
understood God's grace in all its truth. You learned it from Epaphras, our dear 
fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, and who also 
told us of your love in the Spirit.  
 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying 
for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding. And we pray this in order that you may live 
a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every 
good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power 
according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and 
patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share 
in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us 
from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he 
loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  
 

Lector:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
                   

VERSE John 6:68 
 

 



 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 10:25-37 
(The good Samaritan shows love for his neighbor.) 
  

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he 
asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"  
 

"What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?"  
 

He answered: " `Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, `Love your neighbor as 
yourself.'"  
 

"You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live."  
 

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 
  

In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he 
fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and 
went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the same 
road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, 
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a 
Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he 
took pity on him. He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and 
wine. Then he put the man on his own 
donkey, took him to an inn and took care 
of him. The next day he took out two silver 
coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 
`Look after him,' he said, `and when I 
return, I will reimburse you for any extra 
expense you may have.'  
 

"Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the 
hands of robbers?"  
 

The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him."  
Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."  
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message (9:00)            Stephanie Roettjer 
 

Hymn of the Day “The Law of God is Good and Wise”             LSB 579 
 

(This hymn tune was written during the Reformation. It emphasizes the second half of today’s 
Psalm 19 – that the Word of God is precious, trustworthy and true, more precious than gold.) 
 

Sermon   “The Right Word”           Pastor John Larson 
                               Text: Psalm 19 



 

Apostle’s Creed                          (found in the back of the hymnal) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Offering (4:00 pm - collected in the back; 9:00 am – collected in the pews) 
 

Offering Duet Music   “Laudamus Te”        Antonio Vivaldi 
           Anita Baresel and Larisa Capparuccia, duet                   

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160 
 

Proper Preface 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection has given us the holiness of His 
forgiveness and by His holy love has made us His holy people. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus (Divine Service, Setting One)        LSB 161 
 

Words of Institution           
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be  
Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

  give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  



  For Thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.      

 

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)                   LSB 163 
   

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 

Hymn (9:00)   “The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace”      LSB 580 
      

Special Organ Music    “The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace”                  Paul Manz 
       “The Law of God is Good and Wise”     Manz and Burkhardt 
 

Hymn     “Thy Word”           LSB 973 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text and tune: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713 

 

General Communion Blessing 
 

CLOSING SENTENCES Luke 10:27, adapted 
 

Pastor: Alleluia. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind. 

People: And you shall love your neighbor as yourself. Alleluia. 
 

Closing Hymn        “God Has Spoken By His Prophets”                      LSB 583 
                    

Congregational Concerns  
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 



 

Postlude      “God Has Spoken By His Prophets”             Benjamin Culli  
   

PASTOR                         Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                      Michael Zehnder 
ELDERS                                                            4 p.m. Don Loptien; 9 a.m. Scott Luethy 
LECTORS                                                         4 p.m. Curt Engle; 9 a.m. Norm Finfrock 
COMMUNION SERVER                                                                    4 p.m. Curt Engle 
 
 
 

 


