
ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
  

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD 
LITTLETON, COLORADO 

June 25 and 26, 2022 
4:00 p.m. Saturday and 9:00 a.m. Sunday 

          
               

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF PENTECOST  
 

WE ARE BLESSED! 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Many of you surely remember the opening lines of confession in "The Old Lutheran 
Hymnal."  They went like this: 
 

Pastor: I said I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 
People: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sins. 
 

These two lines come directly from Psalm 32 which serves as the basis for pastor's 
message this weekend.  The Psalmist, David, who displayed some terrible weakness 
in taking Bathsheba to himself wrestled with hiding it from the Lord versus admitting his 
sin.  He declares in this Psalm that when he refused to admit his sins, "his bones 
wasted away."  However, when he confessed, he found the joy and blessedness of 
sins forgiven.  This is the miracle of forgiveness.  God longs to bless us in many ways 
including forgiving our sins.  He desires not that we hide from him, but that we admit 
our need for him and his forgiveness. In our weakness is His strength!  When we are 
honest like that, we experience the blessedness of God's forgiveness and many other 
blessings as well: physical, emotional, spiritual, the joy of being counted as righteous in 
God's eyes on account of Jesus' blood and merit. 



 PREPARATION  
 

Prelude   “To God Be the Glory” (A Hymn Fantasy for Organ)   
   Michael Burkhardt 

Pastoral Greeting 
 PREPARATION  

 

Hymn             “To God Be the Glory”                                 LSB Builder 
(VBS Children, please come forward during the hymn)      
        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text (sts. 1, ref 1-4): 
Public domain 
Text (sts. 2, 5, ref 5): © 
1996 Stephen P. Starke, 
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Tune: Public domain 

 



Invocation 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

VBS Children’s Moment and Message (9:00)     Jenna Lawrenz 
 

 WORD  
 

Old Testament Reading: Psalm 32 
(Our most blessed moment is when we admit and confess our sin because then we 
experience the relief and joy of forgiveness.)  
  

Blessed is he 
whose transgressions are forgiven, 
whose sins are covered. 

Blessed is the man 
whose sin the Lord does not count against him 
and in whose spirit is no deceit. 

 

When I kept silent, 
my bones wasted away 
through my groaning all day long. 

For day and night 
your hand was heavy upon me; 

my strength was sapped 
as in the heat of summer 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you 
and did not cover up my iniquity. 

I said, “I will confess 
my transgressions to the Lord” –  

and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 
 

Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you 
while you may be found; 

surely when the mighty waters rise, 
they will not reach him. 

You are my hiding place; 
you will protect me from trouble 
and surround me with songs of deliverance. 

 

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 
I will counsel you and watch over you. 

Do not be like the horse or the mule, 
which have no understanding 

but must be controlled by bit and bridle  
or they will not come to you. 

 
 



Many are the woes of the wicked, 
but the Lord’s unfailing love 
surrounds the man who trusts in him. 

 

Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous; 
sing, all you who are upright in heart! 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle: Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
(The fruit of the Spirit is present in those who belong to Christ Jesus.) 
  

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.  
  

You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge 
the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up 
in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself." If you keep on biting 
and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.  
So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 
For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is 
contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do 
not do what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.  
The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and 
debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, 
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the 
like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 
  

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,  
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its 
passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the 
Spirit.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
                   

VERSE John 6:68 
 

 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the ninth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 



Holy Gospel: Luke 9:51-62 
(Jesus sets His face toward Jerusalem and calls His followers to purposefully proclaim 
the kingdom of God.) 
  

As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set 
out for Jerusalem. And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a 
Samaritan village to get things ready for him; but the people there did not 
welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. When the disciples James 
and John saw this, they asked, "Lord, do you want us to call fire down from 
heaven to destroy them?" But Jesus turned and rebuked them, and they went to 
another village. 
  

As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, "I will follow you 
wherever you go." 
  

Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the 
air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to 
lay his head."  
 

He said to another man, "Follow me."  
 

But the man replied, "Lord, first let me go and 
bury my father."  
 

Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own 
dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of 
God."  
 

Still another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but first 
let me go back and say good-by to my family."  
 

Jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the 
plow and looks back is fit for service in the 
kingdom of God." 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day “Jesus Sat with His Disciples”            LSB 932  
 

Sermon   “Blessed”                Pastor John Larson 
                               Text: Psalm 32 
 

Nicene Creed                               (Text found in the back of the hymnal) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Offering (4:00 pm - collected in the back; 9:00 am – collected in the pews) 
 

 



Offering Music (9:00)   “Come, Thou Almighty King”       arr. by Bruce Greer  
     Diana Gaide, piano                   

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160 
 

Proper Preface 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. By His Holy Spirit, we who belong to Christ Jesus are called to lives of 
purpose as You provide us with Your presence and never-failing mercy. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 

Sanctus (Divine Service, Setting One)        LSB 161 
 

Words of Institution           
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be  
Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

  give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.      
 

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)                   LSB 163 
   

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 



Hymn   “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”       LSB 636 
                 Verses 1, 3-5 
        

Special Organ Music “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”    David Cherwien  
       

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn        “My Soul Rejoices”                       LSB 933 
                    

Congregational Concerns  
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude      “My Soul Rejoices”                arr. Paul Manz  
   

PASTOR                 Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES              Michael Zehnder 
PIANIST            Diana Gaide 
ELDERS                                                             4 p.m. Scott Luethy; 9 a.m. Arvin Michel  
LECTORS                                                              4 p.m. Mike Price; 9 a.m. Larry Nisbet 
COMMUNION SERVER                                                4 p.m. Mike Price 
 
                                 

                                             


