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ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
 

VICTORY AND WITNESS 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Where is the hope? We live in a world where people are hungering for hope amid 
climate disasters, viruses, and failures of institutions and trusted leaders. There is a 
void in the marketplace for hope, which many try to fill with the latest fad, a get-rich-
quick scheme, or by trusting in human institutions run by fallen humanity. Ascension 
gives us real hope. It reminds us that God loves us so much He sent His one and only 
Son to redeem us through His crucifixion and resurrection. Following the resurrection, 
Jesus walked the earth for forty days before ascending to heaven while promising us 
that He is with us always—in His Word, His Sacraments, and among His people. That 
is our hope. 



 
 PREPARATION  

 

Prelude         “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”                            Wilbur Held  
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn          “Look, Ye Saints, the Sight is Glorious”                     LSB 495 
 

Invocation  
 

EXHORTATION 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 
People: Most merciful God, we are by nature sinful and unclean. We are guilty 

of placing our hopes and dreams in the people, places, and things of 
this world, which are here today and tomorrow are thrown in the fire. 
Forgive us for the sake of Jesus, who lived, died, rose, and ascended 
to Your right hand, and lead us to bear witness to the real hope we 
have in You. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

Pastor: As a called and ordained servant of our ascended Lord Jesus and by His 
power and authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Go in peace and bear witness to the hope that is yours because of Jesus! 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

 
 
Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One)  
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  
  and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 



Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
  pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise   “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”    LSB 493 
                       Verses 1 & 6 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713 
Tune: Public domain 
 
 
 

 WORD  
First Reading: Acts 1:1-11 
(You will be my witnesses.) 
 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he showed 



himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He 
appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of 
God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 
which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a 
few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." So when they met together, 
they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to 
Israel?" He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 
has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." After he said this, he was taken up before 
their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They were looking intently 
up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood 
beside them. "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into 
the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven."  
  
Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
PSALM Psalm 47 
 

Pastor: Clap your hands, all peoples! 
People: Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
 

Pastor: For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, a great king over all the earth. 
 

 
 



Lectern Side: He subdued peoples under us, and nations under our feet. 
 

Pulpit Side:  He chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom He loves. 
Pastor: God has gone up with a shout, 
People: the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
 

Pastor: Sing praises to God, sing praises! 
People: Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
 

Pastor: For God is the King of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm! 
Lectern Side: God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy throne. 
 

Pulpit Side: The princes of the peoples gather as the people of the God of 
Abraham. 

People: For the shields of the earth belong to God; He is highly exalted! 
 

 
Epistle: Ephesians 1:15-23 
(Our hope is tied to the ascension.) 
  

For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 
love for all the saints, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering 
you in my prayers. I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you 
may know him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened 
in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of 
his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us 
who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he 
exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and 
dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also 
in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him 
to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills everything in every way. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
                   

VERSE Romans 6:9; Matthew 28:20b 
 

Pastor: Alleluia. 



People: We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; 
death no longer has dominion over Him. 

Pastor: Alleluia. 
People: Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. 
Pastor: Alleluia. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 24:44-53 
  

He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything 
must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and 
the Psalms."  
 

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told 
them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on 
the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I 
am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you 
have been clothed with power from on high." 
  

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and 
blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into  
heaven. Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And 
they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 
 

Children’s Message (9:00)                   Jenna Lawrenz 
 

Hymn of the Day      “On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build”               LSB 492 
  
Sermon   “Ascension – Up, Up and Away”   Rev. Michael Zehnder 
               Text: Acts 1:1-11 and Luke 24:44-53 
 

Apostle’s Creed                  (found in the back of the hymnal) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Offering (4:00 pm - collected in the back; 9:00 am – collected in the pews) 
 

Offering Music (9:00)  “Knowing You”                                   Larry Dalton            
 

 



          
 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  

    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160 
 

Proper Preface 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to You, our ascended Lord. Send Your Spirit 
into our midst to empower our witness of what we have seen and heard. 
Open our eyes to Your presence and Your work in our world. Anchor our 
witness in what You have graciously revealed through Your Holy Word. 
Fuel us with Your forgiveness that fills us in this Meal of Your body and 
blood. We join our voices with the angels and archangels and all the 
company of heaven as we praise and magnify Your holy name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus (Divine Service, Setting One)        LSB 161 
 

Words of Institution           
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be  
Thy name,  

  Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

  give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power  



and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.      
 

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)                   LSB 163 
   

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
  

Hymn  “The Head That Once Was Crowned With Thorns”              LSB 821  
        

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn        “Up Through Endless Ranks of Angels”          LSB 491 
                    

Congregational Concerns  
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude   “Basse de Trompette”               Louis Marchand       
   

PASTOR         Pastor John Larson 
PREACHER and CELEBRANT                       Rev. Michael Zehnder 
ORGANIST                                  Diana Gaide 
ELDERS                                                                   4 p.m. Don Loptien; 9 a.m. Jim Wert  
LECTORS                                                       4 p.m. Curt Engle; 9:00 a.m. Joyce Dowdy 
COMMUNION SERVER                               4 p.m. Curt Engle; 9:00 a.m. Jackie Warren 
 

                                                                                             


