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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
 

THE WONDERS OF HEAVEN 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

The disciples thought they knew what Jesus was saying, but it was before Easter, and 
they could not understand. They would, “in that day,” that is, after Jesus’ victory and the 
Spirit’s gift of faith. Now we with them know that He has overcome the world, all 
opposition, and even death itself. John’s vision in Revelation depicts a perfect 
Jerusalem, clear and beautiful, with the Lamb as its lamp. Anticipating such nearness 
of God, in this our day we can pray, asking for whatever we need, confident of our 
Father’s hearing. In the Reading from Acts, Paul has to tell everyone about his Easter 
joy, and the Lord opens Lydia’s heart. She is baptized and opens her home for Paul 
and Luke to use to tell others. With the clarity of our Spirit-given Easter joy, we know, 
pray, and tell! 
 



 PREPARATION  
 

Prelude    “O Land of Rest”             Roger C. Wilson  
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn          “Come Thou Almighty King”                               LSB 905 
 

Invocation  
 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 118:24; John 16:23, 33 
 

Pastor: This is the day that the LORD has made. 
People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Pastor: On another day, the one before He gave His life for us, our Lord said, “In 
that day you will ask nothing of Me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you 
ask of the Father in My name, He will give it to you.” Today, this side of 
Easter, we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. But we 
cannot free ourselves from our sinning and our sinful condition. Let us 
therefore ask our heavenly Father for forgiveness for Jesus’ sake. 

 

Silence for reflection on the Word of God and our sinful condition. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God, 
People: have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 

life. Amen. 
 

Pastor: Although Jesus foretold about the disciples’ scattering that very night, yet 
He said, “I have said these things to you, that in Me you may have peace.” 
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Peace be with you. 

People: Amen! And may peace also be with you. 
 

Pastor: Amen. 
 
 
Kyrie   
 

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: Jesus said, “I have said these 
things to you, that in Me you may 
have peace.” For peace in the Body of Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 



People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: Jesus said, “Take heart; I have overcome the world.” For the peace of the 
whole world, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: Jesus said, “Whatever you ask of the Father in My name, He will give it to 
you.” For peace for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray 
to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise   “Crown Him with Many Crowns”    LSB 525 
                       Verses 1 & 5 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 
 

 WORD  
First Reading: Acts 16:9-15 
(Paul and Luke stay with Lydia after her Baptism.) 
  

During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging 
him, "Come over to Macedonia and help us."  
 

 



After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at 
once to leave for Macedonia,  
concluding that God had called us to preach 
the gospel to them.  
 

From Troas we put out to sea and sailed 
straight for Samothrace, and the next day on to 
Neapolis. From there we traveled to Philippi, a 
Roman colony and the leading city of that 
district of Macedonia. And we stayed there 
several days.  
 

On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate 
to the river, where we expected to find a place 
of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to 
the women who had gathered there. One of 
those listening was a woman named Lydia, a 
dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, 
who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened 
her heart to respond to Paul's message. When 
she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her 
home. "If you consider me a believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at 
my house." And she persuaded us.  
  
Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Epistle: Revelation 21:9-14, 21-27 
(Nothing unclean will ever enter the heavenly Jerusalem.) 
  

One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues 
came and said to me, "Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb." 
And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed 
me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. It shone with 
the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a 
jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with 
twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve 
tribes of Israel. There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on 
the south and three on the west. The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and 
on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.  
  

The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great 
street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass. I did not see a temple 
in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city 
does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it 
light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of 
the earth will bring their splendor into it. On no day will its gates ever be shut, for 



there will be no night there. The glory and honor of the nations will be brought 
into it. Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is 
shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's 
book of life. 
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
                   

VERSE John 6:68 
 

 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: John 16:23-33 
(Because of Christ’s victory, we can pray directly to our Father in heaven.)  
  

In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will 
give you whatever you ask in my name. Until now you have not asked for 
anything in my name. Ask and you 
will receive, and your joy will be 
complete. 
 

“Though I have been speaking 
figuratively, a time is coming when 
I will no longer use this kind of 
language but will tell you plainly 
about my Father. In that day you 
will ask in my name. I am not 
saying that I will ask the Father on 
your behalf. No, the Father himself 
loves you because you have loved 
me and have believed that I came 
from God. I came from the Father 
and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.” 
 

Then Jesus’ disciples said, “Now you are speaking clearly and without figures of 
speech. Now we can see that you know all things and that you do not even need 
to have anyone ask you questions. This makes us believe that you came from 
God.” 
 

“Do you now believe?” Jesus replied. “A time is coming and in fact has come 
when you will be scattered, each to your own home. You will leave me all alone. 



Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me. 
 

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world 
you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message              Stephanie Roettjer 
 

Hymn of the Day      “Jerusalem, My Happy Home”                LSB 673 
  
Sermon   “The Wonders of Heaven”                 Rev. Michael Zehnder 
                                  Text: Revelation 21:9-27 
 

Nicene Creed                  (found in the back of the hymnal) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Offering (4:00 pm - collected in the back; 9:00 am – collected in the pews) 
 

Offering Music (9:00)  “As the Deer” (all sing)                                  BOB 12             
 

 

          



 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160 
 

Proper Preface 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And 
most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious 
resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who has overcome the world and 
given us grace to approach Your throne, confident that You will hear us. 
Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses 
of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 

Sanctus (Divine Service, Setting One)        LSB 161 
 

Words of Institution           
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be  
Thy name,  

  Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

  give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.      
 

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)                   LSB 163 
   

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
  



Hymn    “Alleluia, Sing to Jesus”                         LSB 821  
 

Special Organ Music  “Prayer”                 Vincenzo Bellini  
               Arr. Allanson G. Y. Brown 

         

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn        “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”      LSB 917 
                    

Congregational Concerns  
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude   “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”         Wilbur Held         
   

PASTOR         Pastor John Larson 
PREACHER and CELEBRANT                       Rev. Michael Zehnder 
ORGANIST                                  Ann Kaneko 
ELDERS                                                             4 p.m. Don Loptien; 9 a.m. Scott Luethy  
LECTORS                                                     4 p.m. Linda Nedry; 9:00 a.m. Tom Munson 
COMMUNION SERVER          4 p.m. TBD; 9:00 a.m. Dawn Munson 
 
      
                                                        


