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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
 

LONGING FOR OUR NEW HOME 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

We and all people have been “married” to this fallen world since our first parents ate 
forbidden fruit at their reception in Eden. But now, everyone baptized into Christ, Jews 
and Gentiles alike, are invited to the wedding of the Church to Jesus, her Bridegroom. 
The “little while” (Good Friday to Easter morning) is over, and Christ is with us now, 
especially as we receive His body and blood in the Lord’s Supper. It is only a foretaste 
of the feast to come, when He will make all things new, and the tears and sorrow we 
experience now will be in the past. Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal! 
 



 PREPARATION  
 

Prelude   “When I Can Read My Title Clear”  American Folk Melody 
            Arr. By Joseph Martin                

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn          “Jerusalem the Golden”                                LSB 672 
 

Invocation  
 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION John 16:20; Revelation 21:6 
 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 
 

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

Pastor: God’s grace knows no bounds! Through the sacrifice of His Son, the 
Bridegroom of the Church, He makes us His holy bride. Anticipating the 
heavenly wedding feast, let us seek God’s grace now and call on Him for 
forgiveness and mercy. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy on us, for we cannot help ourselves. 
Forgive us all that we have done in the past, give us grace in this 
present time, and lead us to serve You and love one another in the 
future and on into the eternity You have promised. 

 

Pastor: Jesus promised the disciples, “Your sorrow will turn into joy,” and He 
promises “the spring of the water of life without payment.” As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 
 
Kyrie   
 

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the peace from above, which bestows Christ’s saving work on all 
people of faith, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, that the saving news of Christ be 
announced to all, and that many come to faith, let us pray to the Lord. 



People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

People: For this holy house and for all who join us to celebrate the foretaste of the 
feast to come, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
Hymn of Praise   “Alleluia, Christ Has Risen” (Tune: Hyfrydol “Lord of Glory”) 
 

Alleluia, Christ has risen! Glory be to Him alone. 
God has given Him all honor; Seated Him upon the throne. 
He bestowed on Him dominion, Power, and authority; 
Now Christ rules o’er all creation And into eternity. 
 

Text: James Pierce. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. [Permission is granted to reproduce this text for use until 
June 5, 2022. The above copyright notice must appear on each reproduction.] 
                                                                         

                                                                        
 
 
 

 WORD  
First Reading: Acts 11:1-18 
(God convinces Peter that Gentiles may be baptized into the one Church.) 
  

The apostles and the brothers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 
received the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him and said, "You went into the house of uncircumcised 
men and ate with them."  
 

Peter began and explained everything to them precisely as it had happened: "I 
was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something 
like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came 
down to where I was. I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, 
wild beasts, reptiles, and birds of the air. Then I heard a voice telling me, `Get up, 
Peter. Kill and eat.'  
 

"I replied, `Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my 
mouth.'  



 

"The voice spoke from heaven a second time, `Do not call anything impure that 
God has made clean.' This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to 
heaven again.  
 

"Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the 
house where I was staying. The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going 
with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man's 
house. He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, `Send 
to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. He will bring you a message through 
which you and all your household will be saved.' 
  

"As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the  
beginning. Then I remembered what the Lord had said: `John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' So if God gave them the 
same gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to 
think that I could oppose God?"  
 

When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, 
"So then, God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto life."  
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: Epistle: Revelation 21:1-7 
(John sees a vision of the new Jerusalem, adorned as a bride for her husband, coming 
from heaven.) 
  

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy 
City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling 
of God is with men, and he will live with them. 
They will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them and be their God. He will wipe every 
tear from their eyes. There will be no more death 
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order 
of things has passed away." He who was seated 
on the throne said, "I am making everything 
new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these 
words are trustworthy and true."  
  

He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink 
without cost from the spring of the water of life. He who overcomes will inherit 
all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son.  



 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
                   

VERSE John 6:68 
 

 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: John 16:12-22 
(Jesus prepares the Twelve for His absence for “a little while.”) 
  

"I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the 
Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his 
own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 
He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to 
you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take 
from what is mine and make it known to you. 
  

"In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see 
me."  
 

Some of his disciples said to one another, "What does he mean by saying, `In a 
little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me,' 
and `Because I am going to the Father'?" They kept asking, "What does he mean 
by `a little while'? We don't understand what he is saying."  
Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, "Are you 
asking one another what I meant when I said, `In a little while you will see me no 
more, and then after a little while you will see me'? I tell you the truth, you will 
weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn 
to joy. A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but 
when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is 
born into the world. So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you 
again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy.  
  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day      “I’m But a Stranger Here”                 LSB 748 
  
Sermon   “There’s No Place Like Home”        Rev. Michael Zehnder 
                                    Text: Revelation 21:1-7 
 

Apostles’ Creed                  (found in the back of the hymnal) 



 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Offering (4:00 pm - collected in the back; 9:00 am – collected in the pews) 
 

Offering Music (9:00)  “Bouree”                            G.F. Handel 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160 
 

Proper Preface 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And 
most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious 
resurrection of Your Son, the Bridegroom of the Church, who was sacrificed 
for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, 
and by His rising again He has opened for us the door to His eternal 
wedding banquet. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and 
with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus (Divine Service, Setting One)        LSB 161 
 

Words of Institution           



 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be  
Thy name,  

  Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

  give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.      
 

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)                   LSB 163 
   

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
  

Hymn   “Jerusalem, My Happy Home”                  LSB 673 
          

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn        “Shall We Gather at the River”                       WOV 690 
                    

Congregational Concerns  
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude   “Lift High the Cross”            John Leavitt         
   

PASTOR         Pastor John Larson 
PREACHER and CELEBRANT                       Rev. Michael Zehnder 
ORGANIST                                  Diana Gaide 
ELDERS                                                                         4 p.m. Arvin Michel; 9 a.m. Elder  
LECTORS                                                  4 p.m. Mike Price; 9:00 a.m. Jeanette Nelson 
COMMUNION SERVER                           9:00 a.m. Jude Donovan 
 
      



                                                        


