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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

IN LIGHT OF ETERNITY 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

In light of Christ’s eternal victory, we should expect change in our daily living. For 
example, although they were called to be fishers of men, in today’s Gospel, the 
disciples learned that they needed to listen to their Lord even when fishing for fish. 
Change for Peter would mean moving from regretting his past (where he denied his 
Lord) to feeding Christ’s flock. And for Saul (Paul), Christ’s eternal, living presence 
would mean changing from catching Christians to proclaiming Christ before Gentiles 
and kings. The heavenly host in the Reading from Revelation sing their eternal songs 
of praise to the Lamb on the throne. How might our risen Lord’s eternal victory over sin 
and evil change us so that we echo their praises already here in time? 
 



 
 PREPARATION  

 

Gathering Song   JESUS YOUR NAME           Cloninger | Chapman 
  

Jesus Your name is power 
Jesus Your name is might 
Jesus Your name will break ev'ry stronghold 
Jesus Your name is life 
  

Jesus Your name is healing 
Jesus Your name gives sight 
Jesus Your name will free ev'ry captive 
Jesus Your name is life 
  

Jesus Your name is holy 
Jesus Your name brings light 
Jesus Your name above ev'ry other 
Jesus Your name is life 
  

Jesus Your name above ev'ry other 
Jesus Your name is life 
  
CCLI Song # 396201 Claire Cloninger | Morris Chapman © 1990 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) Curb Word Music (Admin. by WC Music Corp.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1903595 

                

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Song             CELEBRATE JESUS         Gary Oliver 
  

Celebrate Jesus celebrate 
Celebrate Jesus celebrate 
Celebrate Jesus celebrate 
Celebrate Jesus celebrate 
  

He is risen He is risen 
And He lives forevermore 
He is risen He is risen 
Come on and celebrate 
The resurrection of our Lord 
  
CCLI Song # 16859 Gary Oliver © 1988 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1903595 

  
Invocation  
 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: We have come to worship our great God. However, in our sinful condition, 
we cannot get near to Him. Let us confess our sins to God and one 
another. 

People: I confess to You, heavenly Father, and to you, my brothers and 
sisters, that I have sinned in my thoughts, words, and actions. I am 
unable to save myself, to turn from my errors, and to atone for my 
sins. I plead to God for grace and mercy. 

 

Pastor: By the grace of God, there is One who is worthy to take our requests for 
forgiveness to God’s throne of grace. Jesus Christ alone is worthy, for He is 
God’s own Lamb and has ransomed us from our sins by dying for us and 
rising in glory. He declares us to be saints, able to go to God in all 
confidence, and priests, offering our prayers for one another and all people. 
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
Kyrie  (Incorporating Revelation 5:11–14) 
 

Pastor: We echo the countless hosts of heaven in their 
ceaseless praise of our Lord, the Lamb, for 
whose sake God shows us mercy. 

People: Lord, have mercy on us. 
 

Pastor: Then I looked, and I heard around the throne 
and the living creatures and the elders the voice 
of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads 
and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud 
voice, 

 

Men: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing!” 

People: Christ, have mercy on us. 
 

Pastor: And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and 
in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, 

 

Women: “To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 

People: Lord, have mercy on us and grant us Your peace. 
 

Pastor: And the four living creatures said, 
People: “Amen!” 
Pastor: and the elders fell down and worshiped. 
 
 



Song of Praise   “Celebrate Jesus” (Reprise the song at the beginning) 
CELEBRATE JESUS         Gary Oliver 
  

Celebrate Jesus celebrate 
Celebrate Jesus celebrate 
Celebrate Jesus celebrate 
Celebrate Jesus celebrate 
  

He is risen He is risen 
And He lives forevermore 
He is risen He is risen 
Come on and celebrate 
The resurrection of our Lord 
  
CCLI Song # 16859 Gary Oliver © 1988 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1903595 

 

 WORD  
First Reading: Acts 9:1-22 
(Jesus appears to Saul, who then proclaims Him to be the Son of God.) 
  

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's 
disciples. He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues 
in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether 
men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared 
Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He 
fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?" 
  

"Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. 
  

"I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he 
replied. "Now get up and go into the city, and you 
will be told what you must do."  
The men traveling with Saul stood there 
speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 
anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he 
opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led 
him by the hand into Damascus. For three days he 
was blind, and did not eat or drink anything.  
 

In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. 
The Lord called to him in a vision, "Ananias!"  
 

"Yes, Lord," he answered. 
  

The Lord told him, "Go to the house of Judas on 
Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus 
named Saul, for he is praying. In a vision he has 
seen a man named Ananias come and place his 
hands on him to restore his sight."  
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"Lord," Ananias answered, "I have heard many reports about this man and all the 
harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem. And he has come here with 
authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name." 
  

But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry 
my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. I will 
show him how much he must suffer for my name."  
 

Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he 
said, "Brother Saul, the Lord--Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you 
were coming here--has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the 
Holy Spirit." 
  

Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. 
He got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his 
strength. 
  

Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. At once he began to 
preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. All those who heard him 
were astonished and asked, "Isn't he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem 
among those who call on this name? And hasn't he come here to take them as 
prisoners to the chief priests?" Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and 
baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Epistle: Revelation 5:8-14 
(Worthy is the Lamb.)  
 

And when he had taken it, the four living creatures 
and the twenty-four elders fell down before the 
Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding 
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers 
of the saints. And they sang a new song:  
   

"You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its 
seals, because you were slain,  
and with your blood you purchased men for God 
from every tribe and language and people and 
nation.  You have made them to be a kingdom and 
priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the 
earth."  
   

Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, 
numbering thousands upon  
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. 
They encircled the throne and the living creatures 
and the elders. In a loud voice they sang:  
  



"Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom 
and strength and honor and glory and praise!"  
   

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on 
the sea, and all that is in them, singing:  
   

"To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory 
and power, for ever and ever!"  
  

The four living creatures said, "Amen," and the elders fell down and worshiped. 
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
                   

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twenty-first chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: John 21:1-14 
 

Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias. It 
happened this way: Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana 
in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other 
disciples were together. "I'm going out to fish," 
Simon Peter told them, and they said, "We'll go 
with you." So they went out and got into the boat, 
but that night they caught nothing. Early in the 
morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the 
disciples did not realize that it was Jesus.  
 

He called out to them, "Friends, haven't you any 
fish?" 
  

"No," they answered. 
  

He said, "Throw your net on the right side of the 
boat and you will find some." When they did, they were unable to haul the net in 
because of the large number of fish.  
 

Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" As soon as 
Simon Peter heard him say, "It is the Lord," he wrapped his outer garment 
around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. The other 
disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far 
from shore, about a hundred yards. When they landed, they saw a fire of burning 
coals there with fish on it, and some bread. Jesus said to them, "Bring some of 
the fish you have just caught." 
  

Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 
153, but even with so many the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, "Come and 
have breakfast." None of the disciples dared ask him, "Who are you?" They 
knew it was the Lord. Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did 



the same with the fish. This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his 
disciples after he was raised from the dead.  
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message               Stephanie Roettjer 
 

Song of the Day      REVELATION SONG               Riddle 
  

 Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain; Holy, holy is He; 
 Sing a new song to Him  

Who sits on heaven's mercy seat. 
  

CHORUS: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
  Who was and is and is to come; 
  With all creation I sing praise to the King of kings; 
 You are my ev'rything and I will adore You. 
  

 Clothed in rainbows of living color flashes of lightning, rolls of thunder; 
Blessing and honor, strength and glory  
And power be to You, the only wise King.  CHORUS 

  

Filled with wonder, awestruck wonder, At the mention of Your name; 
Jesus, Your name is power, breath and living water, 
Such a marvelous mystery, yeah.  CHORUS 

  
Sermon   “Saul to Paul”                    Pastor John Larson 
                                              Text: Acts 9:1-22 
 

Apostles’ Creed                 (found in the back of the hymnal) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Offering (collected in the back) 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 



 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution           
 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be  
Thy name,  

  Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

  give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.        
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
  

Hymn   WORTHY IS THE LAMB     Zschech 
  
Thank you for the cross, Lord. 
Thank you for the price you paid. 
Bearing all my sin and shame, in love you came 
And gave Amazing Grace. 
 

Thank you for this love, Lord. 
Thank you for the nail-pierced hands. 
Wash me in Your cleansing flow, now all I know... 
Your forgiveness and embrace. 
 

Worthy is the Lamb 
Seated on the throne. 



We crown You now with many crowns 
You reign victorious! 
High and lifted up 
Jesus, Son of God. 
The darling of Heaven, crucified... 
Worthy is the Lamb. 
                                      

General Communion Blessing 
 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Song   WHAT A BEAUTIFUL NAME    Ligertwood/Fielding 
  

You were the Word at the beginning One with God the Lord Most High 
Your hidden glory in creation Now revealed in You our Christ 
  

CHORUS: What a beautiful Name it is, What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a beautiful Name it is, Nothing compares to this 
What a beautiful Name it is, The Name of Jesus 

  

You didn't want heaven without us So Jesus, You brought heaven down 
My sin was great, Your love was greater What could separate us now  CHORUS 
  

Death could not hold You, the veil tore before You 
You silenced the boast, of sin and grave 
The heavens are roaring, the praise of Your glory 
For You are raised to life again You have no rival, You have no equal 
Now and forever, God you reign Yours is the Kingdom, Yours is the glory 
Yours is the Name, above all names 
  

What a powerful Name it is, What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a powerful Name it is, Nothing can stand against 
What a powerful Name it is, The Name of Jesus 
            

Congregational Concerns  
 

Dismissal 
 

 



Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT                          Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                          Michael Zehnder 
ELDERS               4 p.m. Don Loptien; 8 a.m. Scott Luethy; 10:30 am. Michael Lawrenz  
LECTORS             4 p.m. Curt Engle; 8 a.m. Benjamin Dallet; 10:30 a.m. Jude Donovan 
COMMUNION SERVER                         10:30 a.m. Jackie Warren     
 
 
                              

                                                
                                     


