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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

SEE. TOUCH. BELIEVE. CONFESS 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Shadows are powerful. Just ask the crowds in Jerusalem mentioned in Acts 5. When 
Peter walked by them, they brought the sick on mats, hoping that his shadow would fall 
upon them. It did. And the sick were healed! God’s power was working through Peter’s 
shadow to bring restoration in Jesus’ name. Because our Savior is risen from the dead 
and lives and reigns to all eternity, His power is at work among us today as well. Even 
when death casts its gloomy shade over us, we stand in the shadow of Jesus’ cross 
and empty tomb and, therefore, we are assured of His power and His provision forever. 
As we gather in Jesus’ presence for worship today, may He fill us with great joy as we 
continue to celebrate His resurrection victory and confess Him as our Lord and God! 
 



 PREPARATION  
 

Prelude (4:00)  “Jesus Thy Church with Longing Eyes”          Paul Manz  
     (8:00) Piano and Organ Duet: “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” 

               Joey Raney 
                                                                                              Lara Capparuccia, Pianist 
Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn     “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending”                     LSB 336 
                         

                                 
 
Invocation  
 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 91:1–2 
 

Pastor: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of 
the Almighty. 

People: I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I 
trust.” 

 

Pastor: Taking refuge in the mercy of the Lord, let us come before Him in prayer.  
 

A moment of silence to reflect on God’s Word and to examine our hearts before Him. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
People: We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed. By the things we have done 
and by what we have failed to do, we have not honored You as we 
ought, nor have we served others in love. We deserve to be cast from 
Your presence forever. Yet in Your great mercy, You sent Your Son to 
die and rise again for us. Help us to know the power of His 
resurrection and to share in the joy that His forgiveness brings. 
Enable us to receive Your mercy and be renewed by Your Spirit that 



we may honor You as the Lord and God in whom we place our trust. 
Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, hears our prayers and answers them 
for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ. By faith, we stand at His cross and 
empty tomb. We find our refuge and sing for joy in the shadow of His 
wings. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One)       LSB 152 
 

Hymn of Praise (Divine Service, Setting One)     LSB 155 
 

 WORD  
First Reading: Acts 5:12-20 
(The apostles testify publicly as witnesses of Jesus’ resurrection.) 

  
  

The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. 
And all the believers used to meet together in Solomon's Colonnade. No one 
else dared join them, even though they were highly regarded by the people. 
Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were 
added to their number. As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and 
laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter's shadow might fall on some of 
them as he passed by. Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, 
bringing their sick and those 
tormented by evil spirits, and all of 
them were healed. 
  

Then the high priest and all his 
associates, who were members of 
the party of the Sadducees, were 
filled with jealousy. They arrested 
the apostles and put them in the 
public jail. But during the night an 
angel of the Lord opened the doors 
of the jail and brought them out. 
"Go, stand in the temple courts," he 
said, "and tell the people the full 
message of this new life."  
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 



Epistle: Revelation 1:4-18 
(Jesus is alive forevermore.) 

  
  

John,  
   

To the seven churches in the province of Asia:  
   

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the 
faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the 
earth. 
 

To him who loves us and has freed us from 
our sins by his blood, and has made us to be 
a kingdom and priests to serve his God and 
Father--to him be glory and power for ever 
and ever! Amen. 
  

Look, he is coming with the clouds,  
and every eye will see him, even those who 
pierced him;  
and all the peoples of the earth will mourn 
because of him.  
So shall it be! Amen.  
   

"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the 
Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who is 
to come, the Almighty."  
   

I, John, your brother and companion in the 
suffering and kingdom and patient  
endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the 
island of Patmos because of the word of God 
and the testimony of Jesus. On the Lord's 
Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, which 
said: "Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to 
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea."  
 

I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I 
saw seven golden lampstands, and among the lampstands was someone "like a 
son of man," dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash 
around his chest.  
 

His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like  
blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like 
the sound of rushing waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his 
mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all 
its brilliance.  
 

 



When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand 
on me and said: "Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living 
One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of 
death and Hades.  
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
                   

VERSE John 6:68 
 

 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: John 20:19-31 
(Thomas sees, touches, believes, and confesses the risen Jesus.) 
  

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, 
with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, "Peace be with you!" After he said this, he showed them his hands and 
side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  
 

Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you." And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If 
you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they 
are not forgiven."  
 

Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!"  
But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger 
where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it."  
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you!" Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe."  
Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"  
 

Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have believed."  
 

Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name. 
 



Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day      “O Sons and Daughters of the King”                  LSB 470 
                       Verses 1-2, 4-8 
 

Sermon   “Is Church Really Necessary?”             Pastor John Larson 
                                           Text: Acts 5:12-20 
 

Nicene Creed                 (found in the back of the hymnal) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
                  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Offering (collected in the back, or during the service, as announced) 
 

Offering Music (8:00)   “O Sons and Daughters of the King”              Paul Manz 
 
 

 
 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  

    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 
 
 



 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160 
 

Proper Preface                        
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty God, everlasting Father, for 
the amazing love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ, into the valley of the shadow of death so that we will not die 
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will rest in the shadow of His glorious 
presence and know Your power forever. Therefore with Thomas and all 
witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels and all the 
company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus (Divine Service, Setting One)          LSB 161 
 

Words of Institution                                               
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be  
Thy name,  

  Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

  give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.        
 

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)                  LSB 163 
                                                     

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
  

Hymn   “This Joyful Eastertide”             LSB 482 
                                      

Special Organ Music (8:00)  “This Joyful Eastertide”              Michael Burkhardt 
           

General Communion Blessing 
 
Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 



People: Amen. 
 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Closing Hymn        “Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor”                LSB 534 
           

Congregational Concerns  
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude   “O Sons and Daughters of the King”        Michael Burkhardt 

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT                          Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                          Michael Zehnder 
ELDERS               4 p.m. Arvin Michel; 8 a.m. Scott Luethy; 10:30 am. Michael Lawrenz  
LECTORS                   4 p.m. Mike Price; 8 a.m. Mavis Slifka; 10:30 a.m. Mike Reimnitz 
COMMUNION SERVER                         10:30 a.m. Dawn Munson  
 
 
 

                                        


