
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Cup of Blessing 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

One of the enduring legends from medieval times relates to the cup used by our Lord 
at the supper He shared with His disciples in the Upper Room on this evening. Known 
as the Holy Grail, the cup was said to have been passed into the safekeeping of 
Joseph of Arimathea, who kept it safely somewhere. Locating it has become a life-long 
quest for many people through the ages. Luke tells us simply what Jesus did at that 
meal: “Likewise [He took] the cup after they had eaten” (Luke 22:20). What eventually 
happened to that blessed cup, we do not know. But we do know that Jesus said, “This 
cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood” (Luke 22:20). By His 
grace, that pouring out continues among us this day as we receive His blood shed for 
the forgiveness of our sins. 
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 PREPARATION  
 
PRELUDE    “Jesus Priceless Treasure”         Michael Burkhardt 
 

OPENING HYMN   When You Woke that Thursday Morning”    LSB 445 
(Verses 1-3, 5) 

 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 43:4; 124:8 
 

Pastor: I will go to the altar of God, 
People: to God my exceeding joy. 
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: During this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to intensify our 
struggle against sin, death, and the devil, everything that prevents us from 
trusting in God and loving one another. Especially since it is our intention to 
receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ on this night on which He 
instituted this blessed Sacrament, it is proper that we examine ourselves 
since this Holy Sacrament has been 
instituted for the special comfort of 
those who are troubled because of 
their sin and who humbly confess their 
sins, fear God’s wrath, and hunger 
and thirst for righteousness. 
 

Since we confess that we are 
incapable of delivering ourselves, our 
Lord Jesus Christ came to fulfill God’s 
Law for us and deliver us by taking on 
Himself our sin and the punishment 
we deserve. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
was instituted by our Lord in order that 
we may receive and more confidently 
believe His forgiveness and be 
strengthened in the faith and in holy living. Therefore whoever eats this 
bread and drinks this cup, faithfully believing the Word and promise of 
Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. 
 

When He says, “Do this in remembrance of Me,” He means that we are 
truly to believe that we receive His body and blood, which was sacrificed for 



us on the cross and raised again to give us forgiveness and life eternal. We 
also are enabled to receive His command to love one another as He has 
loved us. As He washed His disciples’ feet, so we by our words and actions 
serve one another in love. 
 

May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
His Holy Spirit, accomplish this in us. 

People: Amen. 
Pastor: Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, imploring God our  
  Father for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 
People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 
death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 
to me, a poor, sinful being. 

Pastor: God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but 

God’s? 
People: Yes. 
Pastor: Let it be done for you as you believe. 
 

  In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all  
  your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your  
  whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord  
  Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in    
  peace. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

O Lord, in this wondrous 
Sacrament You have left us a 
remembrance of Your passion. 
Grant that we may so receive 
the sacred mystery of Your 
body and blood that the fruits of 
Your redemption may 
continually be manifest in us; 



for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

 
 

 WORD  
 

Old Testament Reading: Exodus 12:1-14 (The Passover) 
 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, “This month is to be for you the 
first month, the first month of your year. Tell the whole community of Israel 
that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, 
one for each household.  If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they 
must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the 
number of people there are.  You are to determine the amount of lamb needed 
in accordance with what each person will eat. The animals you choose must 
be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or 
the goats.  Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all 
the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. Then 
they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the 
doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs.  That same night they 
are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread 
made without yeast.  Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it 
over the fire – head, legs and inner parts.  Do not leave any of it till morning; 
if some is left till morning, you must burn it.  This is how you are to eat it: 
with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff 
in your hand.  Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover. 
 

On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn - 
both men and animals - and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I 
am the Lord. The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; 
and when I see the blood I will pass over you. No destructive plague will 
touch you when I strike Egypt. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 11:23-32 
 

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on 
the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance 
of me.” In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 



 

Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 
unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and the blood of 
the Lord.  A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and 
drinks of the cup.  For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the 
body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.  That is why many 
among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep.  But if 
we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment. When we are 
judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be 
condemned with the world. 
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-second chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 22:7-20 
(The Lord’s Supper is instituted by Jesus.) 

 

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be 
sacrificed. Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, "Go and make preparations for us 
to eat the Passover."  
 

"Where do you want us to prepare for it?" they asked.  
 

He replied, "As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. 
Follow him to the house that he enters, and say to 
the owner of the house, `The Teacher asks: Where 
is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover 
with my disciples?' He will show you a large upper 
room, all furnished. Make preparations there."  
 

They left and found things just as Jesus had told 
them. So they prepared the  
Passover.  
 

When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles 
reclined at the table. And he said to them, "I have 
eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you 
before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again 
until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God."  
After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, 
"Take this and divide it among you. For I tell you I 
will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the 
kingdom of God comes."  
 

And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and 
gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance 
of me."  



 

In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new  
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.”  
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet”   LSB 444 
 

SERMON   “A New Covenant”      Pastor John Larson 
                  TEXT: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
NICENE CREED    
 

People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
  and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also 
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third 
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  

 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Father, on the night when He was 
betrayed, Christ Jesus humbled Himself 
to stoop down and bathe His disciples’ 
feet, even the feet of the one who would 
betray Him. Grant us the fervent desire to 
embody this attitude of service and kindness to all that the love of Christ 
may abound through all our speech and actions. Hear our prayer and 

People: humble us, O Lord. 
Pastor: On this night, Christ prayed that His disciples would be one in faith. He 

prayed for those who would hear His disciples’ proclamation, that all would 



come to know that You sent Him into the world to be the light of the world. 
Just as Christ encouraged others to boldly proclaim the message of 
salvation, so also hear our prayer and 

People: renew our witness, O Lord. 
Pastor: On this night, Christ acknowledged the world’s hatred and persecution of 

those who confess Him as Lord and Savior. Heavenly Father, fix our eyes 
constantly on Jesus, that we may remain steadfast in the midst of strife and 
harassment. Hear our prayer and 

People: grant us Your peace. 
 

Other Intercessions may be added here 
 

Pastor: On this night, Your Son and our Savior gave us His last will and testament, 
giving us His true body and blood that we receive Him for the forgiveness 
of sins and nourishment of faith. Give us truly penitent hearts that we 
receive this Sacrament worthily. Cleanse us and feed us with the precious 
body and blood of Your Son, that we live godly lives and boldly resound 
with the one true confession of faith with the whole company of saints, in 
heaven and on earth. 

People: Amen. 
 

Offering Offerings will be collected at the back, in the narthex. 
 

FLUTE SOLO  “There is a Balm in Gilead”  arr. James Michael Stevens 
               Ann Westra, Flautist 
 

 
           

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 SACRAMENT  
 

PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.                        2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
 



Pastor: Lift up your hearts.                                Colossians 3:1 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                  Psalm 136 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 

Anthem  “This Do in Remembrance of Me”    Judy Hunnicutt 
              Ascension Chorale 
  

Hymn  “Jesus, Greatest at the Table”           LSB 446 
        

GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, we thank You that we have received Your body and 
blood in this Sacrament. Through Your life laid down for us, You have given 
us new life. Strengthen us in faith and in loving service to You and others 
through Your presence. In Your name we pray. 

People: Amen. 
 
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR   John 13:31 
 

Pastor: Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in Him” 
just after Judas had left to betray Him. Jesus washed the disciples’ feet, 
inaugurated a new commandment to love one another, and observing the 
Passover, instituted a new Meal in the Lord’s Supper for the life of the 



Church. After Jesus’ arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane, the time for His 
death was drawing near.  
 

During the closing hymn, the altar is stripped as a symbol of the abandonment our Lord 
endured in the hours that would follow and a reminder of how Jesus was stripped of 
His clothes and ultimately His life, in payment for our sins. No benediction concludes 
this service as an indication that the worshipful reflection continues for three more 
days. 

 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN “What Wondrous Love Is This”                            LSB 543 
 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
POSTLUDE “No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet”            Michael Burkhardt 



The Dismissal: We depart silently 

†               †               † 
 

 After a moment of silent prayer, Pastor will exit the chancel. Worshippers may 
then either stay for prayer or leave quietly in the semi-darkness. As part of our 
Holy Week worship life, we observe, in part, an ancient custom of the early 
Christian Church. Beginning with the evening worship on Maundy Thursday and 
continuing through Holy Saturday's Easter Vigil, these services were considered 
to be one service and called the Triduum (The Three Days). Even though people 
go home to rest and carry out their necessary responsibilities, they are 
encouraged to remember, that at least in spirit, they are still "worshiping" and 
remembering the events of Holy Week.  No benediction concludes this service as 
an indication that the service continues for two more days.   
 

The name Maundy Thursday comes from the Latin word mandatum, which 
means commandment.  It is taken from Jesus' words to the disciples in John 
13:34: "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love one another."  Tonight, we remember the 
first Passover meal and celebrate the meal that was given to us when Jesus 
celebrated Passover---on the night when He was betrayed. There is no 
benediction, reminding us that Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter are 
one continuous worship service, focusing on the central events of our salvation. 
There is an integral unity between Christ offering his Body and Blood in the 
Sacrament, and the offering of his life on the cross.                                 

 

                       
 
Serving in Worship 

  

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT      The Rev. John R. Larson, Pastor 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY           Michael Zehnder 
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST                                  Diana Gaide 



   
 
 
 
 

                   


