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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

THE FATHER STILL WAITS 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

No parable more fully describes the profound character of God’s mercy than the 
prodigal son and the waiting father. We are the rebels who begin to think we deserve 
our heavenly Father’s kindness and who demand from Him what is not our right to 
claim. But instead of disowning us, He meets us with joy, welcomes us with His 
forgiveness, restores our tattered righteousness with the robe of Christ’s holiness, and 
sets His Table before us. This is what happens every Sunday as the Lord reclaims us 
from our sins, restores joy to our heavy hearts, reminds us of His baptismal promise, 
and feeds our body and soul with the body and blood of His Son. This is the source of 
our holy joy and this is the peace that passes all understanding. 



 
 PREPARATION  

 

Prelude    “Come Thou Found of Every Blessing”           Diane Bish 
  

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn     “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”              LSB 686  
 

Invocation  
 

Exhortation 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.   

 

Absolution 
 

 
 
Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One)  
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world for the well-being of the Church of God,  
  and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
  pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

 



ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: The readings for the Fourth Sunday in Lent fill us with a cause for joy. From 
the prophet Isaiah comes the song of joy in the God who has become our 
Savior. In the Epistle, we are reminded that in Christ we are a whole new 
creation. In the familiar parable of the prodigal son, or, better named, the 
parable of the waiting father, we see the mercy of God that welcomes His 
wandering children back, forgives them of their sins, and restores them to 
be His own children again. 

 

 WORD  
 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 12:1-6 
(Surely God is my Savior.) 
  

In that day you will say:   

"I will praise you, O LORD.  
Although you were angry with me,  
your anger has turned away and you have comforted me.  
Surely God is my salvation;  
I will trust and not be afraid.  
The LORD, the LORD, is my strength and my song;  
he has become my salvation."  
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  
 

In that day you will say:  
"Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name;  
make known among the nations what he has done,  
and proclaim that his name is exalted.  
Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things;  
let this be known to all the world.  
Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion,  
for great is the Holy One of Israel among you."  
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
(If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.) 

  

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once  
regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, 
who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled 



to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
                   

Lenten Verse (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

                                         
 
Holy Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
(My son was dead and now he is alive again.) 
  

Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear him. But 
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners 
and eats with them." Then Jesus told them this parable:  
  

 



Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to 
his father, `Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property 
between them.  
 

"Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant 
country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent 
everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be 
in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent 
him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the 
pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 
  

"When he came to his senses, he said, `How many of my father's hired men have 
food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my 
father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' So 
he got up and went to his father.  
 

"But while he was still a long way off, his father 
saw him and was filled with compassion for 
him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around 
him and kissed him. 
  

"The son said to him, `Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you. I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.' 
  

"But the father said to his servants, `Quick! 
Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring 
on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the 
fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and 
celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is 
alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they 
began to celebrate. 
  

"Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. 
When he came near the house, he heard music 
and dancing. So he called one of the servants 
and asked him what was going on. `Your 
brother has come,' he replied, `and your father has killed the fattened calf 
because he has him back safe and sound.'  
  

"The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out 
and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, `Look! All these years I've 
been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me 
even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when this son of 
yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill 
the fattened calf for him!'  
 

" `My son,' the father said, `you are always with me, and everything I have is 



yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' " 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day      “Today Your Mercy Calls Us”                                    LSB 915 
 

Sermon   “Through a Father’s Eyes”                      Pastor John Larson 
                                 Text: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
 

Apostles’ Creed                 (found in the back of the hymnal) 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: As prodigals, we come into the arms of our heavenly Father, waiting even 
more for us to pray than we are to petition His mercy. 
 

Heavenly Father, we have all been one with Adam in the rebellion of our 
stubborn wills and in suffering the consequences of sin with its death. Grant 
us grace that we may return to You with humble hearts and rejoice in Your 
forgiveness so that our hearts may be at peace and we may be rescued 
from our guilt, shame, and despair. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Blessed Lord, in Baptism You made us anew, raising up from the water a 
new person, created in Christ Jesus for good works. Give us the will and 
desire to do what is good, right, and pleasing in Your sight. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Mighty God, deliver the nations from violence and war, especially in 
Ukraine, and teach us generosity, compassion, and the path of peace. 
Bless our president, Congress, governor, legislature, and all who make, 
administer, and judge Your laws. Bless also those who labor for peace and 
justice even at the peril of their own lives. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Merciful God, deliver us from rebellion and bitterness that we not only find a 
home in Your mercy but show forth Your grace, forgiveness, and joy to all 
those around us. Bless the missionary and church planter as they bring 
Your saving Word to those who have not heard it and plant congregations 
for Your people to gather around Your Word and Table. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Compassionate Father, You know our needs even before we ask but still 
we cry to You on behalf of all the sick and those who suffer, [especially . . .]. 
Give them healing in accordance with Your will, grace to endure their 
affliction, and peace in the hour of death. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 



Pastor: Kindly Father, You sent forth Your Son into our death and what He has 
accomplished by His suffering and death You have given to us freely in this 
Holy Sacrament. Grant that we with repentance and faith come forth to His 
Table to receive His body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins and for 
the strengthening of our faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Additional petitions may be inserted here. 
 

Pastor: O Lord, remembering the faithful who have gone before us, we ask You to 
keep us by Your grace through the days to come, that we not be lost to You 
again but kept in faith now until the day of the resurrection of the dead, 
when we shall join the saints in glory in Your presence forevermore; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, we pray. 

People: Amen. 

 

                      
 
Sharing of the Peace 
                  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 
 

Offering (collected in the back, or during the service, as announced) 
 

Offering Music 
 



 
 
(8:00) Special Choir Music  “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”   arr. Larry Shackely 
                  Ascension Chorale 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 SACRAMENT  

 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160 
 

Proper Preface                        
 

Pastor: With high delight and a grateful heart, we rejoice at all that our Savior has 
accomplished to reconcile us to You, holy Father, almighty Lord, everlasting 
God, and we pray You to keep us in this grace and favor all the days of our 
lives. Living in the shadow of the cross and joyfully proclaiming all Your 
mercy to those who do not yet know You, we celebrate Your goodness 
together with the saints of old, the angels and archangels, and all who 
dwell in Your presence, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

Sanctus (Divine Service, Setting One)          LSB 161 
 

Words of Institution                                               
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
  give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.        

 

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)                                                        LSB 163 
                                                     

 



DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 

Duet (4:00 pm only) “There is a Green Hill Far Away”         arr. Joseph Martin 
                  Stuart Whitmore and Anita Baresel, soloists   
 

Hymn   “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”               LSB 636 
                Verses 1-4, 8  

                      

Hymn    “Now the Silence”             LSB 910 
           

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn        “What Wondrous Love is This”                        LSB 543 
           

Congregational Concerns  

 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”       Michael Burkhardt  

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT                          Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                          Michael Zehnder 
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST                    Diana Gaide 
ELDERS               4 p.m. Scott Luethy; 8 a.m. Arvin Michel; 10:30 am. Michael Lawrenz  
LECTORS                   4 p.m. Curt Engle; 8 a.m. Larry Nisbet; 10:30 a.m. Mike Reimnitz 
COMMUNION SERVER                         10:30 a.m. Jude Donovan  
 
 
 

                 
 


