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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

CRISIS AVERTED 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Throughout biblical history, God used prophets to call His people to repentance with 
the promise of mercy. God’s mercy should encourage us to return to Him, but too often, 
the people of God have refused His care. That is the story of Jeremiah, who was sent 
by the Lord to speak His Word, warn His people of disaster if they refused Him, and 
promise mercy to all who repent. It is also our story. The Law warns us of the failure to 
confess our sins and the Gospel promises forgiveness to all who confess and believe 
in our Lord Jesus Christ. Today, we pray the Lord to grant us hearts willing to hear His 
Word, confess our sins, believe in the forgiveness of Christ, and rejoice in this blessing 
all our days. 



 
 PREPARATION  

 

Prelude   “Variations on Foundation”    Joseph Martin 
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn     “How Firm a Foundation”                           LSB 728 
                   Verses 1-4  
Invocation  
 

Exhortation 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession of Sins    
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution  
 

 

 
 
LITANY 
 

Pastor: O God, the Father in | heaven, 
People: have mercy up- | on us. 
 

Pastor: O God, the Son, Redeemer | of the world, 
People: have mercy up- | on us. 
 

Pastor: O God, the Holy Spirit, sanctifier of the | faithful, 
People: have mercy up- | on us. 
 

Pastor: Remember not our offenses, but forgive us, | O Lord, 
People: whom You have redeemed with Your most | precious blood. 
 



Pastor: From all blindness, hardness of heart, and im- | penitence, 
People: good Lord, de- | liver us. 
 

Pastor: From all pride, hypocrisy, anger, hatred, | and greed, 
People: good Lord, de- | liver us. 
 

Pastor: From the deceit of the devil, from the lure of the world, and | our own flesh, 
People: good Lord, de- | liver us. 
 

Pastor: In time of danger, in the hour of trial, and in the day of | judgment, 
People: good Lord, de- | liver us. 
 

Pastor: Lord, have mercy up- | on us. 
People: Christ, have mercy up- | on us. 
 

Pastor: Lord, have mercy up- | on us. 
People: Save us, O Lord, for the sake of Your name. | Amen. 
 

 ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: On this Second Sunday in Lent, we are reminded that the Lord is rich in 
mercy and willing to forgive our sins and save us by His grace, but we are 
not always ready to approach Him in the humility of faith and with a heart of 
repentance. From the prophet Jeremiah comes the story of how the Word 
of the Lord was met with rejection, anger, and rebellion. In Philippians, a 
sorrowful Paul recounts the story of those who once believed but now walk 
as enemies of the Lord. In the Gospel, we hear the lament of the Lord who 
wanted to gather His people under the arms of His mercy, but they would 
not. 

 WORD  
 

Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 26:8-15 
(The Lord has sent me to speak all these words in your ears.) 

  

But as soon as Jeremiah finished telling all the people everything the LORD had 
commanded him to say, the priests, the prophets and all the people seized him 
and said, "You must die! Why do you prophesy in the LORD's name that this 
house will be like Shiloh and this city will be desolate and deserted?" And all the 
people crowded around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.  
 

When the officials of Judah heard about these things, they went up from the 
royal palace to the house of the LORD and took their places at the entrance of the 
New Gate of the LORD's house. Then the priests and the prophets said to the 
officials and all the people, "This man should be sentenced to death because he 
has prophesied against this city. You have heard it with your own ears!"  
 

Then Jeremiah said to all the officials and all the people: "The LORD sent me to 
prophesy against this house and this city all the things you have heard. Now 
reform your ways and your actions and obey the LORD your God. Then the LORD 
will relent and not bring the disaster he has pronounced against you. As for me, I 



am in your hands; do with me whatever you think is good and right. Be assured, 
however, that if you put me to death, you will bring the guilt of innocent blood on 
yourselves and on this city and on those who live in it, for in truth the LORD has 
sent me to you to speak all these words in your hearing."  
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  

Epistle: Philippians 3:17-4:1 
(Paul laments those who lose their faith and become 
enemies of the Gospel.) 

  

Join with others in following my example, 
brothers, and take note of those who live 
according to the pattern we gave you. For, as I 
have often told you before and now say again 
even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their destiny is 
destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their 
mind is on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await 
a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him 
to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that 
they will be like his glorious body. Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and 
long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear 
friends!  
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
Please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
                   

Lenten Verse (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 
 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 13:31-35 
(Jesus would gather His people like a hen gathers her chicks.) 
  

At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, "Leave this place 
and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you." 
  

He replied, "Go tell that fox, `I will drive out demons and heal people today and 
tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.' In any case, I must keep 
going today and tomorrow and the next day--for surely no prophet can die 
outside Jerusalem!  
 

"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, 
how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her 
chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! Look, your house is left to you 
desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, `Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.'" 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day      “I’m But a Stranger Here”                              LSB 748 
 

Sermon   “A Party During Lent?”                       Pastor John Larson 
                            Text: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
 

Nicene Creed                 (found in the back of the hymnal) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
                  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 
 

Offering (collected in the back, or during the service, as announced) 
 

Offering Music (8:00) “How Gracious Are Thy Mercies, Lord” arr. Crystal Davis Clay  
              Diana Gaide, pianist 
                                                



 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160 
 

Proper Preface                        
 

Pastor: With great thanksgiving, we come at Your bidding to offer You the praise 
and worship You are due, O Lord, for the mercy that sustained Your people 
of old until You delivered up Your own Son to the cross, the Lamb of God 
for the sins of the world. Rejoicing in all that He has accomplished for our 
salvation, we anticipate and await the day when, one in Your presence, we 
shall celebrate the unending feast. Now with angels and archangels and 
with the whole company of heaven, we join in praising Your name and 
saying: 

 

Sanctus (Divine Service, Setting One)          LSB 161 
 

Words of Institution                                               
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
  give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  



  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.        

 

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)                                                        LSB 163 
                                                     

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC   
 

Hymn    “What is the World to Me”        LSB 730  

                      

Hymn    “Children of the Heavenly Father”       LSB 725 
           

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn        “Sing My Tongue, the Glorious Battle”                LSB 454 
           

Congregational Concerns  

 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  “Postlude in C Minor, WTC I”         Johann Sebastian Bach 
                                                      
   

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT                          Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                          Michael Zehnder 
ORGANIST                   Diana Gaide 
ELDERS               4 p.m. Arvin Michel; 8 a.m. Scott Luethy; 10:30 am. Michael Lawrenz  
LECTORS                  4 p.m. Anita Baresel; 8 a.m. Margo Pasha; 10:30 a.m. Joyce Lord 
COMMUNION SERVER                10:30 a.m. Jude Donovan   
 
 

  
 
 
              


