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FIRST SUNDAY LENT 
 

JESUS IS TEMPTED BY THE DEVIL 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

The First Sunday in Lent begins with the temptation of Jesus. Alone in the wilderness, 
Jesus faces the temptations of the devil, who tries to use God’s own Word to entrap 
Jesus. The collect reminds us that we are also walking through the wilderness of this 
world, taunted and tempted by the devil, who still uses God’s Word to entrap us. Jesus 
does not simply show us how to resist but reveals that our strength lies in the same 
Word of God. In Christ, we stand strong against the wiles of the devil and, when and if 
we fall, we find refuge in Christ to be forgiven and restored. 
 



 
 PREPARATION  

 

Prelude   “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”          Homer Whitford 
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn     “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                     LSB 657 
             

Invocation  
 

Exhortation 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession of Sins    
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution  
 

Announcement of the Day 
 

Pastor: With the First Sunday in Lent, we mark the first week of our journey to the 
cross. Remembering how God delivered His people of old from their 
slavery to freedom, we are called to stand in the strength of Jesus and the 
Word of God before the tempter’s power. From Deuteronomy, we hear how 
Israel recalled their journey in the wilderness and their deliverance at the 
hand of the Lord. In Romans, Paul describes how near the Word of the 
Lord is to us and how all who call on the name of the Lord will be saved. In 
the Gospel, we hear how Jesus went from the Jordan into the wilderness 
where He was tempted by the devil and answered him with the Word of the 
Lord. 

  
                                
 

 

 
 



                                                       
 WORD  

 

Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
(God’s people recall His mighty deliverance from the slavery of Egypt into the land of 
promise.) 

  

When you have entered the land the LORD your God is giving you as an  
inheritance and have taken possession of it and settled in it, take some of the 
firstfruits of all that you produce from the soil of the land the LORD your God is 
giving you and put them in a basket. Then go to the place the LORD your God will 
choose as a dwelling for his Name and say to the priest in office at the time, "I 
declare today to the LORD your God that I have come to the land the LORD swore 
to our forefathers to give us."  
 

The priest shall take the basket from your hands and set it down in front of the 
altar of the LORD your God. Then you shall declare before the LORD your God: "My 
father was a wandering Aramean, and he went down into Egypt with a few people 
and lived there and became a great nation, powerful and numerous. But the 
Egyptians mistreated us and made us suffer, putting us to hard labor. Then we 
cried out to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and 
saw our misery, toil and oppression. So the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great terror and with miraculous 
signs and wonders. He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land 
flowing with milk and honey; and now I bring the firstfruits of the soil that you, O 
LORD, have given me." Place the basket before the LORD your God and bow down 
before him. And you and the Levites and the aliens among you shall rejoice in all 
the good things the LORD your God has given to you and your household.  
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
Psalm 91:1–13; antiphon: v. 1   
 

My Refuge and My Fortress 
 

Pastor and Congregation  

(Congregation in BOLD) 

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
 will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” 

For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler 
 and from the deadly pestilence. 
He will cover you with his pinions, 
 and under his wings you will find refuge; 
 his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 
 



You will not fear the terror of the night, 
 nor the arrow that flies by day, 
nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 
 nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 

A thousand may fall at your side, 
 ten thousand at your right hand, 
 but it will not come near you. 
You will only look with your eyes 
 and see the recompense of the wicked. 

Because you have made the Lord your dwelling 
place— 
 the Most High, who is my refuge— 
no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 
 no plague come near your tent. 

For he will command his angels concerning you 
 to guard you in all your ways. 
On their hands they will bear you up, 
 lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
You will tread on the lion and the adder; 
 the young lion and the serpent you will 
trample underfoot. 
 

 
Epistle: Romans 10:8b-13 
(The Word of the Lord is always near us, and all who call on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.) 

  

 "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of 
faith we are proclaiming: That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your 
mouth that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says, "Anyone who 
trusts in him will never be put to shame." For there is no difference between Jew 
and Gentile--the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 
for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."  
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
                   
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

Lenten Verse (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 4:1-13 
(Our Lord is tempted in the wilderness by Satan.) 
  

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit 
in the desert, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing 
during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.  
 

The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become 
bread."  
 

Jesus answered, "It is written: `Man does not live on bread alone.'"  
 

The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the 
kingdoms of the world. And he said to him, "I will give you all their  
authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to  
anyone I want to. So if you worship me, it will all be yours." 
  

Jesus answered, "It is written: `Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.'"  
 

The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the 
temple. "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down from here. For 
it is written:  
 

  " `He will command his angels concerning you  
to guard you carefully;  
they will lift you up in their hands,  
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'"  



Jesus answered, "It says: `Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'"  
When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.  
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day      “O Christ, You Walked the Road”                      LSB 424 
 

Sermon   “Never Ending”                                Pastor John Larson 
                           Text: Luke 4:1-13 
 

Apostles’ Creed                 (found in the back of the hymnal) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
                  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 
 

Offering (collected in the back, or during the service, as announced) 
 

Offering Choir Music (8:00)  “He Watching Over Israel”     Mendelssohn 
 (Note that these words echo Psalm 91 and the Gospel)     Ascension Chorale 
 
                                          

                                            

                                                 



 
 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  

    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 SACRAMENT  

 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)               LSB 160 
 

Proper Preface             
 

Pastor: It is our privilege and delight, O Lord, to give You thanks and praise for all 
Your goodness in delivering Your people from slavery to freedom, but most 
especially are we grateful to You, O Lord, for delivering us from sin and its 
death through Your Son, Jesus Christ, and for keeping us in Him until we 
are reunited with all the saints, there to dwell in Your presence on high. 
Until then, we join with the angels and archangels and the whole company 
of heaven in their unending hymn of praise and thanksgiving: 

 

Sanctus (Divine Service, Setting One)          LSB 161 
 

Words of Institution                                               
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
  give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  



  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.        

 

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)                                                        LSB 163 
                                                     

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC   
 

Hymn    “Jesus, Lead Thou On”        LSB 718   
                      

Special Organ Music  “Jesus, Lead Thou On”             Paul Manz 
   “Christ the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken” (Lenten Improvs)  Michael Burkhardt 
                  

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn        “Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken”                LSB 521 
             Verses 1, 3-4, 6 
          

Congregational Concerns  

 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken” (20th Century Improvs)  
      Michael Burkhardt 

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT                          Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                          Michael Zehnder 
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST                   Diana Gaide 
PRAISE TEAM                     Youth Band 
ELDERS                 4 p.m. Don Loptien; 8 a.m. Arvin Michel; 10:30 am. Rev. Bob Seible  
LECTORS       4 p.m. Anita Baresel; 8 a.m. Benjamin Dallet; 10:30 a.m. Jenna Lawrenz 
COMMUNION SERVER             10:30 a.m. Ellen Thompson   
 
                    

                           


