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SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 

PREPARE 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Preparing for Christmas, we buy presents, attend social gatherings, decorate, make 
plans to gather with family, and some will brace for the pain of grief that can be so 
difficult this time of year. In the middle of all our preparing, today the voice of John the 
Baptist rings out, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” Undergirding all the preparing we are 
doing is preparing for the Lord. John calls us to “bear fruits in keeping with 
repentance.” In worship, we do just that. We repent. We turn again to God, seeking His 
mercy, receiving His forgiveness, partaking of His grace. This leads to bearing the fruit 
of the Spirit. John highlights the fruit of generosity and contentment. What fruit is God 
calling you to bear as you prepare for Christmas? 



 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

Gathering Song   ALL HAIL, KING JESUS    Moody 
  
All hail, King Jesus! All hail Emmanuel! 
King of kings, Lord of lords, bright Morning Star. 
And throughout eternity I’ll sing Your praises, 
And I’ll reign with You throughout eternity. 
     

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Song      EMMANUEL        McGee 
  

Emmanuel, Emmanuel,  
His name is called Emmanuel. 
God with us, revealed in us, 
His name is called Emmanuel. 
         
Invocation  
 

OPENING SENTENCES Malachi 3:1, 6; Luke 3:4; Philippians 1:6, adapt. 
 

Pastor: The LORD says, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 
People: We thank You, O Lord! 
 

Pastor: The LORD says, “The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, 
behold, He is coming.” 

People: We adore You, O Lord! 
 

Pastor: The LORD says, “I the LORD do not change; therefore you are not 
consumed.” 

People: We praise You, O Lord! 
 

Pastor: The LORD who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the 
day of Jesus Christ. 

People: We worship You, O Lord! 
                              

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

Two Advent candles are lit. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
O Lord, let the lighting of these candles signify that You are the light that 
shines in all the darkness of our lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, 
guide us all to reflect Your light and let it shine; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

“We Light the Advent Candle”  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CCLI no. 1932152 

 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 25:6–7 
 

Pastor: Having emerged from the waters of Baptism as God’s new creation in 
Christ, we confess our sins to God and one another. 

 

A time of silence is observed. 
 



Pastor: We confess to You, O Lord, that we are captive to sin in thought, word, and 
deed. We have not borne fruit worthy of repentance. We have sinned 
against You and our neighbors. 

People: Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, for they have 
been from of old. 

 

Pastor: Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
People: according to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of Your 

goodness, O LORD! 

                                          
HYMN “Kyrie for the Four Sundays in Advent”       
         
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Public domain 
Text: © 2015 Stephen M. Fearing. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110000713 

 

 Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 People: Amen. 



 

 WORD  
 

Old Testament Reading: Malachi 3:1-7b 
(Malachi declares the coming of a messenger, which would be fulfilled in John the 
Baptist.) 
 

 "See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then 
suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the 
covenant, whom you desire, will come," says the LORD Almighty. But who can 
endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be 
like a refiner's fire or a launderer's soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the 
LORD will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, and the offerings 
of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as 
in former years.  
 

"So I will come near to you for judgment. I will be quick to testify against 
sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their 
wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive aliens of justice, 
but do not fear me," says the LORD Almighty.  
 

"I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 
Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees 
and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you," says the LORD 
Almighty.  
 

"But you ask, `How are we to return?'“ 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle: Philippians 1:2-11 
(Paul encourages that the Church be filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ.) 
 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I 
always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day 
until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
  

It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for 
whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share 
in God's grace with me. God can testify how I long for all of you with the 
affection of Christ Jesus.  
 

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge 
and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be  
 



pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness 
that comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God.  
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
                                                              

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 3:1-20 
(John the Baptist urges everyone to repent and points to Jesus.) 
  

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius 
Caesar--when Pontius Pilate was governor 
of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his 
brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and 
Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of 
Abilene-- during the high priesthood of 
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God 
came to John son of Zechariah in the 
desert. He went into all the country around 
the Jordan, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As 
is written in the book of the words of Isaiah 
the prophet: 
  

 "A voice of one calling in the desert, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make 
straight paths for him. Every valley shall be 
filled in, every mountain and hill made low. 
The crooked roads shall become straight, 
the rough ways smooth. And all mankind 
will see God's salvation.' "  
 

 John said to the crowds coming out to be 
baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming 
wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to 
yourselves, `We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you that out of these 
stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of 
the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown into the fire."  
 

"What should we do then?" the crowd asked. 
  

John answered, "The man with two tunics should share with him who has none, 
and the one who has food should do the same." 
  



Tax collectors also came to be baptized. "Teacher," they asked, "what should we 
do?"  
 

"Don't collect any more than you are required to," he told them. 
  

Then some soldiers asked him, "And what should we do?" 
  

He replied, "Don't extort money and don't accuse people falsely--be content with 
your pay." 
  

 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Christ. John answered them all, "I baptize you with 
water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am 
not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His 
winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat 
into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." And with 
many other words John exhorted the people and preached the good news to 
them. But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of Herodias, his 
brother's wife, and all the other evil things he had done, Herod added this to 
them all: He locked John up in prison. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message                 Christa Kirschner 
 

Song of the Day      “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”        LSB 344 
 

Sermon   “Finally”                       Pastor John Larson 
            Text: Luke 3:1-20 
 

Nicene Creed              (Text found in the back of the hymnal) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
            

Sharing of the Peace 
                  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 
 
 

 
 



 
 

Reception of New Members  
 

Diego Garcia 
Amy Garcia 
Sam Garcia 
Sarah Garcia 

         Ed Friend 
Carrie Friend 
Ellise Friend 
 

Curt Engel 
Karen Engel 
Justin Engel 

 

Offering Music  (8:00 only)          “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  Diana Gaide, pianist   
 

                                           
              

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE (Divine Service, Setting One)                 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
                                            

Words of Institution  



 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come,  
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
  give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.        

                  

Distribution Music  “Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me”   Robinson/Thompson/Farren 
 

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer  
There is no more for heaven now to give 
He is my joy my righteousness and freedom  
My steadfast love my deep and boundless peace 
 

To this I hold my hope is only Jesus  
For my life is wholly bound to his 
Oh how strange and divine I can sing all is mine  
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
 

The night is dark but I am not forsaken  
For by my side the Saviour he will stay 
I labour on in weakness and rejoicing  
For in my need his power is displayed 
 

To this I hold my Shepherd will defend me  
Through the deepest valley he will lead 
Oh the night has been won and I shall overcome  
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
 

No fate I dread I know I am forgiven  
The future sure the price it has been paid 
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon  
And he was raised to overthrow the grave 
 

To this I hold my sin has been defeated  
Jesus now and ever is my plea 
Oh the chains are released I can sing I am free  
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
 

With every breath I long to follow Jesus  
For he has said that he will bring me home 
And day by day I know he will renew me  
Until I stand with joy before the throne 



 

To this I hold my hope is only Jesus  
All the glory evermore to him 
When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat  
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
 

When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I but through Christ in me   
Yet not I but through Christ in me 

                  

General Communion Blessing 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE “Joy to the World”   (St. 1, Advent Section, LSB 387) 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748. Public domain 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that Your Son, Jesus, came to be our 
Savior as He rode into Jerusalem and that He continues to come for us 
today in His true body and blood, given and shed for forgiveness; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
  
Benediction  Philippians 1:6; Numbers 6:24–26 
 

Pastor: He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 
Jesus Christ. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Song  JESUS, NAME ABOVE ALL NAMES   Hearn 
  

Jesus, name above all names,  
beautiful Savior, glorious Lord. 
Emmanuel, God is with us,  
blessed Redeemer, Living Word. 
  

Jesus, loving Shepherd,  
Vine of the branches, Son of God; 
Prince of Peace, Wonderful counselor,  
Lord of the universe, Light of the world. 
  

 



Jesus, Way of Salvation, 
King of Kings, Lord of Lords, 
The Way, the Truth, and the Life, 
Mighty Creator, my Savior and Friend. 
                      
Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Serving in Worship 
   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT                  Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                  Michael Zehnder 
PIANIST                    Diane Gaide 
PRAISE TEAM                                  Youth Band    
ELDERS           4 p.m. Scott  Luethy; 8 a.m. Norm Finfrock; 10:30 am. Michael Lawrenz  
LECTORS                 4 p.m. Mike Price; 8 a.m. Margo Pasha; 10:30 a.m. Jude Donovan 
COMMUNION SERVER                                      10:30 a.m. Jude Donovan  
                                               
                          

                        


