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LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR / CHRIST THE KING 
 

RETURN OF THE KING 
 

As We Gather 
 

The Last Sunday of the Church Year is here as we prepare to celebrate the return of 
Christ our King. When will it be? How will we know so that we are ready? There are the 
signs in nature, the sight of the Son of Man, and the angels. For these things, we keep 
an eye on the sky while we watch and wait, living our lives under God’s grace as His 
righteousness draws near. 



 PREPARATION  
 

Gathering Song  “Majesty”          Hayford  
 

Majesty, worship His majesty. 
Unto Jesus be all glory, power and praise. 
Majesty, kingdom authority 
Flow from His throne unto His own, His anthem raise. 
  

So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus. 
Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus, the King. 
Majesty, worship His majesty. 
Jesus, who died, now glorified, King of all Kings. 
  

Jesus, who died, now glorified, King of all Kings. 
  

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Song      “The Lion and the Lamb”        Brown/Johnson/Mooring 
 
 

He's coming on the clouds, kings and kingdoms will bow down 
And every chain will break, as broken hearts declare His praise 
Who can stop the Lord Almighty? 
  

CHORUS:  Our God is the Lion, the Lion of Judah 
  He's roaring with power and fighting our battles 
  And every knee will bow before You 
  Our God is the Lamb, the Lamb that was slain 
  For the sin of the world, His blood breaks the chains 
  And every knee will bow before the Lion and the Lamb 
  Oh every knee will bow before the Lion and the Lamb 
  

 So open up the gates, make way before the King of kings 
Our God who calls the saved is here to set the captives free 
Who can stop the Lord Almighty?  CHORUS 
 

Invocation  
 

OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 51:4, 6; Psalm 39:7; 93:2, 5; Mark 13:33 
 

Pastor: Give attention to Me, My people, and give ear to Me, My nation; for a law 
will go out from Me, and I will set My justice for a light to the peoples. 

People: And now, O Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in You. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the 
heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and they 
who dwell in it will die in like manner; but My salvation will be forever, and 
My righteousness will never be dismayed. 

People: Your throne is established from of old; You are from everlasting. 
 



Pastor: Your decrees are very trustworthy; holiness befits Your house, O LORD, 
forevermore. 

People: Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will 
come. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Luke 23:42; Philippians 1:6 
 

Pastor: As we live in the last days, waiting for Jesus to return, we are called to 
remember His promises and that we are His people. Yet, sometimes we 
forget what He has asked us to do. As God’s beloved, we are called to 
build ourselves up in our most holy faith. 

People: Lord Jesus, we confess that we neglect being built up by Your Word 
and Spirit. Forgive us and remember us. 

 

Pastor: As God’s beloved, we are urged to pray in the Holy Spirit. 
People: Lord Jesus, we confess that we neglect to converse with You in 

prayer and to guide our prayer life according to Your Word and Your 
will. Forgive us and remember us. 

 

Pastor: As God’s beloved, we are urged to keep ourselves in the love of God. 
People: Lord Jesus, we confess that we neglect to remember our Baptism. 

Forgive us and remember us. 
 

Pastor: As God’s beloved, we are urged to wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

People: Lord Jesus, we confess that we neglect to embrace the mercy that is 
ours in You as we look forward to Your return. Forgive us and 
remember us. 

 
Pastor: As God’s beloved, we are urged to have mercy on those who doubt. 
People: Lord Jesus, we confess that we fail to love others as You have first 

loved us. Forgive us and remember us. 
 

Pastor: As God’s beloved, we are urged to share our faith with others. 
People: Lord Jesus, we confess that we neglect opportunities to share Your 

saving grace with others. Forgive us and remember us. 
 

Silence for private confession 
 

Pastor: As Jesus was on the cross, the thief next to Him asked, “Jesus, remember 
me when You come into Your kingdom.” As Jesus remembered the thief, 
He remembers you are His beloved child, and He remembers your sin no 
more. As a called and ordained servant of Jesus the Christ, and by His 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: And I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 



People: Amen. Thanks be to God! 
 

                                                                     
 

FIRST READING: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

"As I looked, "thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his 
seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like 
wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze. A 
river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him. Thousands upon 
thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before 
him. The court was seated, and the books were opened. In my vision at 
night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with 
the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into 
his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all 
peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is 
an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that 
will never be destroyed.” 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4b-8 
  

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is 
the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his 
blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and 
Father--to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. Look, he is 
coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced 
him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it 
be! Amen. "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and 
who was, and who is to come, the Almighty."  
 



Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
 

Holy Gospel: John 18:33-37 
 

Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, 
"Are you the king of the Jews?" 
  

"Is that your own idea," Jesus asked, "or did others talk to you about me?" 
  

"Am I a Jew?" Pilate replied. "It was your people and your chief priests who 
handed you over to me. What is it you have done?"  
Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would 
fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another 
place."  
 

"You are a king, then!" said Pilate.  
 

Jesus answered, "You are right in 
saying I am a king. In fact, for this 
reason I was born, and for this I came 
into the world, to testify to the truth. 
Everyone on the side of truth listens to 
me."  
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

                                     
Children’s Message            Jenna Lawrenz 
 

Song of the Day  “Revelation Song”                                       Riddle 
 

 Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain; Holy, holy is He; 
 Sing a new song to Him  

Who sits on heaven's mercy seat. 
  

CHORUS: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
  Who was and is and is to come; 
  With all creation I sing praise to the King of kings; 
 You are my ev'rything and I will adore You. 
  

 Clothed in rainbows of living color flashes of lightning, rolls of thunder; 
Blessing and honor, strength and glory  
And power be to You, the only wise King.  CHORUS 

  

Filled with wonder, awestruck wonder, At the mention of Your name; 
Jesus, Your name is power, breath and living water, 
Such a marvelous mystery, yeah.  CHORUS 



         
Sermon   “And He Shall Reign Forever and Ever”        Pastor John Larson 
                   Text: Revelation 1:4b-8 
                                                                                              

                                            
 
Apostles’ Creed          (Text found in the back of the hymnal) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
                  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 

 

Offering                            (collected at the back or during the service as announced) 
              

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 



 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 

Pastor: Blessed are You, the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end, for You have had mercy on us and given Yourself 
so that whoever believes in You will not perish but have life everlasting with 
You in Your kingdom. 
 

In Your righteous judgment, You condemned Adam and Eve’s sin and have 
rightly judged their rebellious children. Yet, in Your great mercy, You have 
promised salvation through the sacrifice of Your life on the cross and Your 
glorious resurrection. 
 

Thank You for the Table You have set for us with the very body and blood of 
Jesus, the Christ. Give us Your Holy Spirit, that we may faithfully enjoy the 
fruits of His labors and be presented blameless before the presence of Your 
glory with great joy. To the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now 
and forever. 

People: Amen. 
                           

Words of Institution  
 

 
 
 
 



Lord’s Prayer 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come,  
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
  give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.        

                    

Distribution Music    “Nothing But the Blood”                             Lowry 
               BOB 169 
What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 
What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
  

Chorus: Oh! precious is the flow  
  That makes me white as snow; 
  No other fount I know, 
  Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
  

For my pardon, this I see, Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 
For my cleansing this my plea, Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
 
                                        

                                           
 



     “Blessed Be Your Name”    Redman 
  

 

Blessed be Your name In the land that is plentiful 
Where Your streams of abundance flow Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be Your name When I'm found in the desert place 
Though I walk through the wilderness Blessed be Your name 
  

Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll Turn back to praise 
When the darkness closes in Lord Still I will say 
  

CHORUS: Blessed be the name of the Lord Blessed be Your name 
  Blessed be the name of the Lord Blessed be Your glorious name 
  

Blessed be Your name When the sun's shining down on me 
When the world's all as it should be Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be Your name On the road marked with suffering 
Though there's pain in the offering Blessed be Your name 
  

Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll Turn back to praise 
When the darkness closes in Lord Still I will say  CHORUS 
  
You give and take away You give and take away 
My heart will choose to say Lord blessed be Your name 
You give and take away You give and take away 
My heart will choose to say Lord blessed be Your name  CHORUS 
  
CCLI Song # 3798438 Beth Redman | Matt Redman © 2002 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 1903595 
  

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction  2 Corinthians 13:14; Jude 24–25 
 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 
blameless before the presence of His glory with great joy, to the only God, 
our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and 
authority, before all time now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Song         “Build Your Kingdom Here”      Rend Collective 
 

Come set Your rule, and reign In our hearts again. 
Increase in us, we pray. Unveil why we're made. 
Come set our hearts ablaze with hope, Like wildfire in our very souls; 
Holy Spirit, come, invade us now. We are Your church; we need Your pow'r in us. 
  

We seek Your kingdom first. We hunger and we thirst; 
Refuse to waste our lives, for You're our joy and prize. 



To see the captives' hearts released; The hurt, the sick, the poor at peace. 
We lay down our lives for heaven's cause.  
We are Your church; we pray, revive this earth. 
  

CHORUS: Build Your kingdom here. Let the darkness fear.  
  Show Your mighty hand. Heal our streets and land. 
  Set Your church on fire. Win this nation back. 
  Change the atmosphere. Build Your kingdom here, we pray! 
  

Unleash Your kingdom’s power, Reaching the near and far. 
No force of hell can stop Your beauty, changing hearts. 
You made us for much more than this; Awake the kingdom seed in us. 
Fill us with the strength and love of Christ. 
We are Your church; We are the hope on earth.  CHORUS 
 
             

                                          
 

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Serving in Worship 
   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT                  Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                  Michael Zehnder 
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST                    Diane Gaide 
PRAISE TEAM                          Youth Band    
ELDERS               4 p.m. Don Loptien; 8 a.m. Arvin Michel; 10:30 am. Michael Lawrenz  
LECTORS               4 p.m. Linda Nedry; 8 a.m. Tom Munson; 10:30 a.m. Mike Reimnitz 
COMMUNION SERVER                                   10:30 a.m. Ellen Thompson                                                


