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PALM SUNDAY 
 

BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

The words of the prophet Zechariah echo throughout this special day: “Behold your 
king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is He, humble and mounted on a 
donkey” (Zechariah 9:9). On this day, we remember how Jesus Christ, the King of all 
creation, came down the Mount of Olives riding “a colt, the foal of a donkey.” We know 
the time and the place of that coming down the hill and traveling in procession across 
the valley and up to the city of Jerusalem. Jesus rode down a real mountain in a 
definite time in history and at a place still very much there today. All this was for a most 
certain purpose. On this day of celebration and of sorrow, we have reason to rejoice in 
the salvation our humble King brought for us to and through Jerusalem and to the 
cross on Calvary’s hill. The people there called out Hosanna!—which means “save us 
now!” And Jesus fulfilled their—and our—heart-felt request. 



PRELUDE  “All Glory, Laud and Honor”   Two Settings by Paul Manz  
 

 PROCESSION OF PALMS  
 

GREETING / INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People: Hosanna to the Son of David. 
 

COLLECT 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 

Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, 
gathered to greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy 
City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes 
again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and 
follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL John 12:12–19 (The triumphal entry) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 

Holy Gospel: John 12:12-19 
(Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem) 
 

The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was 
on his way to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went out to meet him, 
shouting, 
 

“Hosanna!” 
 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
 

“Blessed is the king of Israel!” 
 

Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: 
 

“Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; 
see, your king is coming, 
seated on a donkey’s colt.” 
 

At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified 
did they realize that these things had been written about him and that these 
things had been done to him. 
 



 
Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and 
raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. Many people, because 
they had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet him. So the 
Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the 
whole world has gone after him!” 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Pastor: Let us go forth in peace, 
People: in the name of the Lord. 
 

HYMN  “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”      LSB 442 
 

When all have arrived at their places, the people may raise their branches as the 
procession concludes with the following: 
 

Pastor: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People: Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Children’s Message (10:30)          Pastor John Larson 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 
 

Pastor: All hail to Jesus, the King of our lives! Lift up your hearts and rejoice in Him! 
People: He came from the very throne of God, but He gave that up to suffer a 

criminal’s death on the cross. 
 

Pastor: But God raised Him up that the ends of the earth may bow before Him as 
their King! 

People: Jesus Christ is Lord! Hosanna! 
 

Pastor: In Him is forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 
People: Have mercy on us, Lord! Bless us with Your peace! Hosanna! 

Hosanna! 

                                                 
 



 PREPARATION  
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 Thessalonians 5:23 
 

Pastor: Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our gracious, heavenly 
Father. 

People: Eternal God, we confess that we were born sinful and have continued 
to sin in thought, word, and deed. O God, in Your mercy, forgive our 
sin and renew Your Spirit within us that we may joyfully follow Your 
will and gladly obey Your commandments. For the sake of Jesus, our 
Lord, forgive our sins and direct us in ways of compassion and love. 

 

Pastor: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your 
whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in  
peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
INTROIT Psalm 24:7–10; antiphon: Psalm 118:26 
 
People: Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the LORD! We 
bless you from the house of 
the LORD. 

 

Women: Lift up your heads, O gates! 
And be lifted up, O ancient 
doors, that the King of glory 
may come in. 

 

Men: Who is this King of glory? The 
LORD, strong and mighty, the 
LORD, mighty in battle! 

 

Women: Lift up your heads, O gates! 
And lift them up, O ancient 
doors, that the King of glory 
may come in. 

 

Men:  Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory! 
 
People: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! We bless you from 

the house of the LORD. 
 
HYMN (8:00)  “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty”    LSB 441 
             Verses 1-2, 5  



 

ANTHEM (10:30) “And the Father Will Dance”       Mark Hayes 
             Ascension Chorale 
 

(Anthem Notes: On Palm Sunday, children and people rejoiced for joy at their coming 
King. But based on Zephaniah 3:14, 17, God also rejoices over His people with love 
and joy and willingly marched to the cross: “Who for the joy set before Him, endured 
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of God.”) 

 

 WORD  
 

Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 32:36-39 
(The Lord will vindicate His people.) 

  

The LORD will judge his people and have compassion on his servants  
when he sees their strength is gone and no one is left, slave or free.  
He will say: "Now where are their gods, the rock they took refuge in,  
the gods who ate the fat of their sacrifices and drank the wine of their drink 
offerings? Let them rise up to help you! Let them give you shelter!  
   

"See now that I myself am He! There is no god besides me.  
I put to death and I bring to life, I have wounded and I will heal,  
and no one can deliver out of my hand.  
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11 
(Christ poured Himself out in death for His people.) 

  

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  
   

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to 
be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant,  
being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself and became obedient to death -- even death on a cross! 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 



Please rise for the Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
 

Lenten Verse (Philippians 2:8b) 
 

Pastor: Scripture says, 
People: He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 

death on a cross. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: John 12:20-43 
(Jesus speaks of the death by which He will die.) 
  

Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the Feast. 
They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request.  “Sir,” 
they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and 
Philip in turn told Jesus. 
 

Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the 
Son of Man to be glorified. I tell you the 
truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the 
ground and dies, it remains only a single 
seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 
The man who loves his life will lose it, while 
the man who hates his life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me 
must follow me; and where I am, my servant 
also will be. My father will honor the one 
who serves me. 
 

“Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I 
say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it 
was for this very reason I came to this hour. 
Father, glorify your name!” 
 

Then a voice came from heaven, “I have 
glorified it, and will glorify it again.” The 
crowd that was there and heard it said it had 
thundered; others said an angel had spoken 
to him. 
 

Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. Now is the time for 
judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out.  But I, 
when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.” He said this to 
show the kind of death he was going to die. 
 

The crowd spoke up, “We have heard from the Law that the Christ will remain 
forever, so how can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this 
‘Son of Man’?” 



 

Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while longer. 
Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. The man who 
walks in the dark does not know where he is going. Put your trust in the light 
while you have it, so that you may become sons of light.” When he had finished 
speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them.  
 

Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still 
would not believe in him. This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet: 
  

 Lord, who has believed our message 
 And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
 

For this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere: 
 

 He has blinded their eyes 
 And deadened their hearts, 
 So they can neither see with their eyes,  
 Nor understand with their hearts, 
 Nor turn – and I would heal them.” 
 

Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about him. 
 

Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him.  But because 
of the Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out 
of the synagogue; for they loved praise from men more than praise from God.  
  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day      “Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted”                           LSB 451 
 

Sermon   “It Just Has to Be”                             Pastor John Larson 
                                    Text: Luke 22:1-23, 56 
 

                              
 



 

Creedal Song  “In God We Believe”      AGPS 136 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110000713 Tune: Public domain 
 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
                  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 
 

Offering (collected in the back, or during the service, as announced) 
 

Offering Music 
 

(8:00)  “And the Father Will Dance”         Mark Hayes 
           Ascension Chorale 
 

(Anthem Notes: On Palm Sunday, children and people rejoiced for joy at their coming 
King. But based on Zephaniah 3:14, 17, God also rejoices over His people with love 



and joy and willingly marched to the cross: “Who for the joy set before Him, endured 
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of God.”) 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160 
 

Proper Preface                        
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, Lord, our God, for You have had mercy on us 
and sent Your only-begotten Son, the long hoped-for Messiah, to bring us 
salvation. Pour out upon us the gift of Your Spirit, that we may receive Your 
blessings with thankfulness. Grant that we may receive the body and blood 
of our Lord as the guarantee of our salvation and as a foretaste of the feast 
to come in Your eternal kingdom. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and praise, together with the Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

 

Sanctus (Divine Service, Setting One)          LSB 161 
 

Words of Institution                                               
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come,  



Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
  give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.        
 

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One)                                                        LSB 163 
                                                     

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 

Hymn   “My Song Is Love Unknown”                                  LSB 430 
         

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction  (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn        “”Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”                                 LSB 443 
           

Congregational Concerns  
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude   “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”         Michael Burkhardt 

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT                          Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                          Michael Zehnder 
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST           Diana Gaide 
ELDERS               4 p.m. Don Loptien; 8 a.m. Arvin Michel; 10:30 am. Michael Lawrenz  
LECTORS          4 p.m. Linda Nedry; 8 a.m. Jerry Peterson; 10:30 a.m. Jenna Lawrenz 
COMMUNION SERVER                        10:30 a.m. Dawn Munson 
 

                                                 


