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CHRIST IN THE PASSOVER 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

The Passover is the Old Testament feast that celebrates and remembers God’s 
liberation of Israel from Egypt.  It also foreshadows Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.  
Christians celebrate the Passover as a holiday that commemorates God’s miraculous 
rescue of Israel from Egyptian captivity.  The Lord instituted the Passover feast nearly 
3,500 years ago to remind His people of how much He loved them. The Passover is 
meaningful to Christians today because it is packed with symbolism that points to 
Jesus Christ. The messianic symbolism in the Passover is a powerful message of 
salvation in Christ.   
 

This [Passover] is a day to remember. Each year, from generation to generation, you 
must celebrate it as a special festival to the Lord.  This is a law for all time.   
Exodus 12:14 
 
 



ABOUT OUR GUEST 
 

David “Moose” Garrett and his wife, Kathleen, have been involved with Jews for Jesus 
since 1975 and have served on staff at the international headquarters in San Francisco 
since 1981. Currently, David ministers to those who have grown up in our children and 
youth programs as well as those who have served on staff with Jews for Jesus, while 
Kathleen serves in our Philanthropy Department. The Garretts have two married 
daughters, Virginia (married to Joshua) and Monica (married to Noah). They also have 
six little friends (grandchildren): Simeon, Malachi, Eli, Lylah, Daniel, and Clay. 

 

 PREPARATION  
 

Prelude    “All Glory, Laud and Honor”  Two Settings by Paul Manz 
   

Pastoral Greeting 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Leader: “Baruch atah HaShem, Eloheinu v’eloei avoteinu …” Blessed are You, O 
Lord our God, and God of our fathers. Thou art the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the Great, Mighty and Awesome God, 
the Most High God, who bestows grace and creates all, and remembers 
the kindnesses of the fathers, and brings a Redeemer to their children’s 
children for His name’s sake with love. 

People: Thou art God, Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 
 

Opening Hymn     “The God of Abraham Praise”                       LSB 798 
                    Verses 1, 4, 6, 8  
                                                         

                                                         
 
Invocation  
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:      Amen. 
 



 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  (The Slichot – a Prayer of Forgiveness) 
 

The “Slichot,” a reference to the 13 attributes of God’s mercy as recorded in Exodus 
34:6-7, was used in times of confession and absolution during festivals and fasts. 
(Adapted for use today with a Messianic emphasis.) 
 

Pastor: Then the Lord … proclaimed His name, saying “I am the Lord, the 
compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and 
faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, 
rebellion and sin.” (Ex. 34:6) God sent the promised Messiah, Jesus, the 
Christ, into the world to shed His blood and be an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins.  For the sake of His son, God has forgiven you all your sins.  This is 
declared in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 WORD  
 

Old Testament Reading: Exodus 12:1-11  
(The Lord institutes the Passover) 

  

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, “This month is to be for you the first 
month, the first month of your year.  Tell the whole community of Israel that on 
the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for 
each household. If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share 
one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into 
account the number of people there are.  You are to 
determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance 
with what each person will eat.  The animals you 
choose must be year-old males without defect, and 
you may take them from the sheep or the goats. Take 
care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, 
when all the people of the community of Israel must 
slaughter them at twilight. Then they are to take 
some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of 
the doorframes of the houses where they eat the 
lambs.  That same night they are to eat the meat 
roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and 
bread made without yeast. Do not eat the meat raw or 
cooked in water, but roast it over the fire – head, legs 
and inner parts.  Do not leave any of it till morning; if 
some is left till morning, you must burn it. This is how you are to eat it: with your 
cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your 
hand.  Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover.” 
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 



Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-second chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 22:7-13 
(The Passover with the Disciples.) 
  

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be 
sacrificed.  Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for 
us to eat the Passover.”  
 

“Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked. 
 

He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you.  
Follow him to the house that he enters, and say to the owner of the house, ‘The 
Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my 
disciples?’ He will show you a large upper room, all furnished.  Make 
preparations there.’” 
 

They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the 
Passover. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day      “Sing Praise to the God of Israel”                           LSB 936 
                     Verses 1-3 
 

Sermon     “Christ in the Passover”            Mr. David Garrett 
(A Presentation by Jews for Jesus)   
         

 

 
 
Witness from Luke 
 

Pastor: Luke records the Benedictus, the words of prophecy and Statement of 
Faith first spoken by Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist, words of 
blessing and gratefulness to God, which we now speak together. 

 

BENEDICTUS 
 

People: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; 
He has come to His people and redeemed them. 
He has raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
born of the house of His servant David. 



Through His holy prophets He promised of old 
that He would save us from our enemies, 
from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers 
and to remember His holy covenant. 
This was the oath He swore to our father Abraham: 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
free to worship Him without fear, 
holy and righteous in His sight all the days of our life. 
 

Pastor: You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare His way, 
to give His people knowledge of salvation 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 
In the tender compassion of our God, 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us 
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 
shadow of death 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Mighty God, You once delivered Your chosen people from slavery in Egypt. 
Deliver us, we pray, from slavery to sin and death. Let Your Holy Spirit work 
within us to lead us in the ways of life and service to You and to Your 
people. 

People:  Hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Gracious Father, Your Son gave us a memorial of His death in the blessed 

Sacrament of His body and blood. As we receive this meal of thanksgiving, 
grant that our faith may be strengthened, that the burden of our sins may 
be lifted from us, and that we may be preserved in Your loving care until 
the day we see You face to face.  Lord in your mercy, 

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, You have given us Your unbounded love as You came 
among us and served us. Especially as we think about your suffering and 
death on our behalf, help us to recognize Your love and to let Your love 
pass through us in words and actions of love toward all of Your people.  
Help us to understand and live the servant-life in response to Your great 
love for us.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Other intercessions will be added here. 



 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
                  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 
 

Offering (collected in the back. Please note there are two plates, one for our work at 
Ascension, and one for the mission and ministry of Jews for Jesus.  Checks for the 
latter purpose can be made out to “Jews for Jesus” and placed in the offering plate 
marked for that ministry.) 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 SACRAMENT  

 
 

Words of Institution                                               
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven;  
  give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.        
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 

Hymn  “Not All the Blood of Beasts”                                                    LSB 431 
                                      

Hymn  “Blessed Be the God of Israel”      With One Voice – Blue Hymnal 725 
         

General Communion Blessing 
 



The Aaronic Benediction  (Numbers 6:24-26) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn        “The Trees of the Field”   (Sung 3 times)                      SPW 128 
 

  
Congregational Concerns  
 

Dismissal and Shalom (Peace)        WOV 724 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  The Peace of God is shared as we sing 
Shalom, #724 in “With One Voice” using the traditional Hebrew words. 

 

Postlude   “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”         Michael Burkhardt 

   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT                          Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                          Michael Zehnder 
ELDERS               4 p.m. Don Loptien; 8 a.m. Arvin Michel; 10:30 am. Michael Lawrenz  
LECTORS          4 p.m. Linda Nedry; 8 a.m. Jerry Peterson; 10:30 a.m. Jenna Lawrenz 
COMMUNION SERVER                     10:30 a.m. Ellen Thompson 
 
 
 

 


