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TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST / STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 
 

TRUE RICHES 
 

As We Gather 
 

Some of the most loved hymns in the hymnal are in the “Evening” section, including “Abide 
with Me,” “Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow,” and “God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven,” 
set to the Welsh melody to which the classic lullaby “All through the Night” is sung. The 
evening hours bring special worship opportunities for God’s people. The psalmist writes, “Let 
my prayer be counted as incense before You, and the lifting up of my hands as the evening 
sacrifice!” (Psalm 141:2). May we be aware of God’s blessing of each day—especially the 
special hours of the evening.   
 

Today is Stewardship Sunday called "True Riches."  True riches, according to the Bible, is 
knowing that Jesus Christ is Lord.  It is knowing that the Kingdom of God is your glorious 
treasure.  It is using the gifts God has given you: time, talent, treasure not for hoarding or 
keeping them to yourselves but in being a blessing to others as Christ has been an eternal 
blessing to you.  



 

 PREPARATION  
 

Gathering Song  “Amazing Grace” (My Chains Are Gone)        Tomlin et al. 
 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost, but now I'm found, 
Was blind but now I see. 
  

Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
I have already come; 
His grace has brought me safe thus far, 
His grace will lead me home. 
  

CHORUS My chains are gone. I've been set free, 
  My God, my Savior has ransomed me. 
  And like a flood His mercy rains, 
  Unending love, amazing grace.       
  

The Lord has promised good to me, 
His word my hope secures. 
He will my shield and portion be, 
As long as life endures. CHORUS X2 
  

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, 
The sun forbear to shine. 
But God, who called me here below, 
Will be forever mine, Will be forever mine. 
You are forever mine. 
     

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Song       “Sparrows”            Ripp/Asbury/Hulse/Anderson 
  

The sparrow’s not worried ‘bout tomorrow 
Or the troubles to come 
The lily’s not thinking ‘bout the seasons 
The drought or the flood 
The tree that’s planted by the water 
Isn’t phased by the fire 
So why should I be 
  

CHORUS: (‘Cause) You take good care of me 
  You take good care of me 
  You know what I need before I even ask a thing 
  You hold me in Your hands 
  With a kindness that never ends 
  I’m carried in Your love 
  No matter what the future brings 



  You take good care of me 
  

The sun’s not worried ‘bout the winter 
‘Cause soon it will pass 
The light’s not thinking ‘bout the darkness 
Or the shadow it casts 
A heart that’s planted in forgiveness 
Doesn’t dwell in the past 
So why should I be  CHORUS 
  

I know there must be more 
But I can’t get past Your kindness 
I know there’s got to be more 
But I can’t get past Your goodness (REPEAT) 
  

CHORUS 
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Invocation  
 

Exhortation 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive  
  our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS                  
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.  
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive 
us, renew us and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION 
                                                                            

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  
Ecclesiastes 5:10–20 

(Enjoyment of life is a gift of God.) 
 

Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never 
satisfied with his income. This too is meaningless. As goods increase, so do 
those who consume them. And what benefit are they to the owner except to feast 
his eyes on them? The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether he eats little or much, 
but the abundance of a rich man permits him no sleep. I have seen a grievous 
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evil under the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm of its owner, or wealth lost 
through some misfortune, so that when he has a son there is nothing left for 
him. Naked a man comes from his mother's womb, and as he comes, so he 
departs. He takes nothing from his labor that he can carry in his hand. This too is 
a grievous evil: As a man comes, so he departs, and what does he gain, since he 
toils for the wind? All his days he eats in darkness, with great frustration, 
affliction and anger. Then I realized that it is good and proper for a man to eat 
and drink, and to find satisfaction in his toilsome labor under the sun during the 
few days of life God has given him--for this is his lot. Moreover, when God gives 
any man wealth and possessions, and enables him to enjoy them, to accept his 
lot and be happy in his work--this is a gift of God. He seldom reflects on the days 
of his life, because God keeps him occupied with gladness of heart. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

                         
 

EPISTLE: Hebrews 4:1–13 
(A Sabbath rest remains for God’s people.) 
 

Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful 
that none of you be found to have fallen short of it. For we also have had the 
gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no 
value to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith. Now we 
who have believed enter that rest, just as God has said,  
   

"So I declared on oath in my anger,  
`They shall never enter my rest.' "  
   

And yet his work has been finished since the creation of the world. For 
somewhere he has spoken about the seventh day in these words: "And on the 
seventh day God rested from all his work." And again in the passage above he 
says, "They shall never enter my rest."  
 

It still remains that some will enter that rest, and those who formerly had the 
gospel preached to them did not go in, because of their disobedience. Therefore 
God again set a certain day, calling it Today, when a long time later he spoke 
through David, as was said before:  
   



"Today, if you hear his voice,  
do not harden your hearts."  
 

For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken later about 
another day. There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for 
anyone who enters God's rest also rests from his own work, just as God did 
from his. Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one 
will fall by following their example of disobedience.  
 

For the word of God is living and active. 
Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 
penetrates even to dividing soul and 
spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 
thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 
Nothing in all creation is hidden from 
God's sight.  
 

Everything is uncovered and laid bare 
before the eyes of him to whom we must 
give account.  
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.    

           

Please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 10th Chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 10:23–31  (With God all things are possible.) 
 

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for the rich to 
enter the kingdom of God!" 
  

The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, "Children, how 
hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."  
 

The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, "Who then can be 
saved?"  
 

Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but not with God; 
all things are possible with God."  
 

Peter said to him, "We have left everything to follow you!" 
  

"I tell you the truth," Jesus replied, "no one who has left home or brothers or 
sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to 
receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, 
mothers, children and fields--and with them, persecutions) and in the age to 
come, eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first."  
 



Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message             Pastor John Larson 
 

Song of the Day      “Take My Life and Let It Be”                          LSB 784 
     Verses 1, 4-6 
 

Sermon   “Love In Action”               Pastor John Larson 
               Text: 1 John 3:16-20 
 

Nicene Creed                  (Text found in the back of the Hymnal) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
                  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 

 

Offering (collected at the back or during the service as announced) 
                

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

Words of Institution  
 

 



Lord’s Prayer 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come,  
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
  give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.        

                     

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC   “Grace Like Rain”       Agnew, Collins et al. 
  

Amazing grace how sweet the sound  That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now I'm found Was blind but now I see so clearly 
  

CHORUS: Hallelujah grace like rain falls down on me 
  Hallelujah all my stains are washed away 
  (They're washed away) 
  

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear The hour I first believed  CHORUS 
  

INSTRUMENTAL 
  

When we've been there ten thousand years Bright shining as the sun 
We've no less days to sing Your praise Than when we'd first begun  CHORUS X2 
  

Hallelujah yeah Hallelujah yeah 
Hallelujah yeah oh yeah 
Hallelujah all my stains are washed away 
They’re washed away 
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General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Song         “Everyday”                 Houston 
  

What to say it’s You who gave me life and I 
Can’t explain just how much you mean to me now 
That You have saved me Lord I give all that I am to You 
That ev’ryday I can be a light that shines your name 
  

 



Everyday Lord I’ll learn to stand upon Your Word 
And I pray that I, that I may come to know You more 
That You would guide me in every single step I take that 
Everyday I can be Your light unto the world 
  

CHORUS:  Ev’ryday it’s You I’ll live for 
   Ev’ryday I’ll follow after You 
   Ev’ryday I’ll walk with You My Lord 
  

Everyday Lord I’ll learn to stand upon Your Word 
And I pray that I, that I may come to know You more 
That You would guide me in every single step I take that 
Everyday I can be Your light unto the world  CHORUS 
  

BRIDGE:  It’s You I live for ev’ryday 
   It’s You I live for ev’ryday 
   It’s You I live for ev’ryday 
  

CHORUS:  Ev’ryday it’s You I’ll live for 
   Ev’ryday I’ll follow after You 
   Ev’ryday I’ll walk with You My Lord (2X) 
 

It’s You I live for ev’ryday 
  

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Serving in Worship 
   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT                  Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                  Michael Zehnder 
PRAISE TEAM                                  Youth Band 
ELDERS                5 p.m. Arvin Michel; 8 a.m. Michael Lawrenz; 10:30 am. Don Loptien  
LECTORS         5 p.m. Anita Baresel; 8 a.m. Joyce Dowdy; 10:30 a.m. Jeanette Nelson 
COMMUNION SERVER                                   10:30 a.m. Jude Donovan  
                                               

        
      
                          


