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EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

ABUNDANT GRACE 
 

As We Gather 
 

God’s grace is always abundant; it goes beyond the limits we might set. When 
seventy elders are supposed to report to Moses to help him, two remain in the 
camp. But the Spirit rests on them! In the Gospel, the disciples following Jesus 
on the way to Jerusalem complain. A non-disciple is able to cast out demons in 
His name! And Jesus tells them not to stop him. His grace even includes us 
despite our inability to do His will. Confident of our Lord’s return, the Epistle 
urges us to serve one another, healing, praying, cheering up, confessing, and 
forgiving. Jesus says we are as valuable as salt for one another, preserving our 
relationship to Him. “Have salt in yourselves,” He says, “and be at peace with 
one another.” 



 PREPARATION  
 

Gathering Song “Blessed Assurance” (New and altered text: M. Zehnder) BOB 24 
 

           
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Song       “Grace Alone”            Scott Wesley Brown 
 

Ev'ry promise we can make,  
Ev'ry prayer and step of faith, 
Ev'ry diff'rence we will make is only by His grace. 
Ev'ry mountain we will climb,  
Ev'ry ray of hope we shine, 
Ev'ry blessing left behind is only by His grace. 
  

CHORUS: Grace alone which God supplies, 
  Strength unknown He will provide. 

Christ in us, our Cornerstone,  
  We will go forth in grace alone. 

 

Ev'ry soul we long to reach,  
Ev'ry heart we hope to teach, 
Ev'rywhere we share His peace is only by His grace. 
Ev'ry loving word we say,  
Ev'ry tear we wipe away, 
Ev'ry sorrow turned to praise is only by His grace. CHORUS X2 
  

 
 



Invocation  
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 104:33–34 
 

Pastor: I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 
People: I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
 

Pastor: May my meditation be pleasing to Him, 
People: for I rejoice in the LORD. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                 James 5:7, 9, 12, 14, 16; Mark 9:50;  
                 Psalm 104:31, 35b 
 

Pastor: We enjoy singing praises to God, but we truly need Him to look down on us 
in mercy. So often we fail to follow the directives for Christian living, which 
we will read about in today’s Epistle. So James urges, “Confess your sins 
to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed.” Let us 
ask God for grace and mercy. 

 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Pastor: James writes, “Be patient . . . until the coming of the Lord. . . . Do not 
grumble against one another, brothers. . . . Let your ‘yes’ be yes and your 
‘no’ be no. . . . Is anyone among you sick? . . . Pray over him.” 

 

People: We confess our impatience, our lack of love for our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, and our words that do not always reflect the love You 
have for us. We have sinned in thought, word, and deed. Heavenly 
Father, our only hope is in Your grace and mercy. Forgive us for 
Jesus’ sake. 

 

Pastor: God has cured our sickness of sin by sending His Son to die in our place. 
He values us and calms our fears, saying, “Have salt in yourselves, and be 
at peace.” As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
 

People: may the LORD rejoice in His works. 
Bless the LORD, O my soul! Praise the LORD! 

 

Old Testament Reading: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 
(The people complain.) 
  

The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started  
wailing and said, "If only we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we ate in 
Egypt at no cost--also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. But now 
we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!"  
 



Moses heard the people of every family wailing, each at the entrance to his tent. 
The LORD became exceedingly angry, and Moses was troubled. He asked the 
LORD, "Why have you brought this trouble on your servant? What have I done to 
displease you that you put the burden of all these people on me? Did I conceive 
all these people? Did I give them birth? Why do you tell me to carry them in my 
arms, as a nurse carries an infant, to the land you promised on oath to their 
forefathers? Where can I get meat for all these people? They keep wailing to me, 
`Give us meat to eat!' I cannot carry all these people by myself; the burden is too 
heavy for me. If this is how you are going to treat me, put me to death right now--
if I have found favor in your eyes--and do not let me face my own ruin."  
 

The LORD said to Moses: "Bring me seventy of Israel's elders who are known to 
you as leaders and officials among the people. Have them come to the Tent of 
Meeting, that they may stand there with you.  
  

So Moses went out and told the people what the LORD had said. He brought 
together seventy of their elders and had them stand around the Tent. Then the 
LORD came down in the cloud and spoke with him, 
and he took of the Spirit that was on him and put the 
Spirit on the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on 
them, they prophesied, but they did not do so again.  
 

However, two men, whose names were Eldad and 
Medad, had remained in the camp. They were listed 
among the elders, but did not go out to the Tent. Yet 
the Spirit also rested on them, and they prophesied in 
the camp. A young man ran and told Moses, "Eldad 
and Medad are prophesying in the camp." 
  

Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses' aide since 
youth, spoke up and said, "Moses, my lord, stop 
them!" 
  

But Moses replied, "Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the LORD's 
people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!"  
 

 Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
    

Epistle: James 5:13-20 
(The prayer of faith.) 
  

Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing 
songs of praise. Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church 
to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer 
offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he 
has sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and 
pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is 
powerful and effective. 



  

Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it 
did not rain on the land for three and a half years. Again he prayed, and the 
heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.  
 

My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should 
bring him back, remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way 
will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins.  
 

 Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

                       
Please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 9th Chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: Mark 9:38-50 
(Temptations to sin.) 
  

"Teacher," said John, "we saw a man driving out demons in your name and we 
told him to stop, because he was not one of us."  
 

"Do not stop him," Jesus said. "No one who does a miracle in my name can in 
the next moment say anything bad about me, for whoever is not against us is for 
us. I tell you the truth, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because 
you belong to Christ will certainly not lose his reward.  
 

"And if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would 
be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around his 
neck. If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 
maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out. And if 
your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled 
than to have two feet and be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to sin, 
pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to 
have two eyes and be thrown into hell, where  
  

" `their worm does not die,  
and the fire is not quenched.'  
 Everyone will be salted with fire. 
  

"Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have 
salt in yourselves, and be at peace with each other." 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 



 

Children’s Message             Pastor Larson 
 

Song of the Day      “Friend of God”        Israel Houghton and Michael Gunger 
 

Who am I that You are mindful of me 
That You hear me when I call 
Is it true that You are thinking of me 
How You love me it's amazing 
It’s amazing it’s amazing 
 

CHORUS 
I am a friend of God 
I am a friend of God 
I am a friend of God 
He calls me friend  (REPEAT CHORUS) 
 

Who am I that You are mindful of me 
That You hear me when I call 
Is it true that You are thinking of me 
How You love me it's amazing 
It’s amazing it’s amazing 
 

CHORUS 
I am a friend of God 
I am a friend of God 
I am a friend of God 
He calls me friend  (REPEAT CHORUS) 
 

God Almighty Lord of Glory 
You have called me friend (REPEAT) 
 

I am a friend of God 
I am a friend of God 
I am a friend of God 
You call me friend  (REPEAT) 
 
CCLI Song # 3991651, Israel Houghton | Michael Gungor, © 2003 Integrity Worship Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) 
Integrity's Praise! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) Sound Of The New Breed (Admin. by Integrity Music) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1903595 

 

Sermon   “Another Gift”                               Pastor John Larson 
                       Text: James 5:13-20 
 

Nicene Creed           Text found in the back of the Hymnal 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
                  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 

http://www.ccli.com/


  

(Offering collected in the back, or during the service as announced.) 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

                                       
 
Words of Institution  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come,  
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
  give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.                             

 

 
 



DISTRIBUTION MUSIC   “Do This in Remembrance of Me ”                   Christopher  
  

Chorus: Do this in remembrance of Me. 
Do this in remembrance of Me. 
This is my body, this is my blood. 
Do this in remembrance of Me. 

  

This is My body given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of Me. 
This cup’s the new covenant, sealed in My blood. 
Do this in remembrance of Me. 
For whenever you eat this bread 
and whenever you drink this cup,  
as you do you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  CHORUS 
       

     “At the Cross”               Butler 
  

I know a place a wonderful place 
Where accused and condemned 
Find mercy and grace 
Where the wrongs we have done 
And the wrongs done to us 
Were nailed there with Him 
There on the cross 
  

CHORUS 
At the cross (at the cross) 
He (You) died for our sin 
At the cross (at the cross) 
He (You) gave us life again (Repeat) 
  

CCLI Song # 1312246 
Randy Butler | Terry Butler 
© 1993 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Integrity Music) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 1903595 

   

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 



Closing Song   “You Never Let Go”               Redman 
 

Even though I walk through the valley Of the shadow of death 
Your perfect love is casting out fear  
And even when I'm caught in the middle 
Of the storms of this life I won't turn back I know You are near 
  

CHORUS: And I will fear no evil—For my God is with me 
  And if my God is with me 
  Whom then shall I fear—Whom then shall I fear 
  

  Oh no You never let go 
  Through the calm and through the storm 
  Oh no You never let go—In ev'ry high and ev'ry low 
  Oh no You never let go—Lord You never let go of me 
  

And I can see a light that is coming For the heart that holds on 
A glorious light beyond all compare 
And there will be an end to these troubles 
But until that day comes We'll live to know You here on the earth  CHORUS 
  

I can see a light That is coming for the heart that holds on 
And there will be an end to these troubles 
But until that day comes 
Still I will praise You—Still I will praise You 
  

Oh no You never let go 
Through the calm and through the storm 
Oh no You never let go—In ev'ry high and ev'ry low 
Oh no You never let go—Lord You never let go of me 
  

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Serving in Worship 
   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT              Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES              Michael Zehnder 
PRAISE TEAM                               Agape 
ELDERS                  5 p.m. Don Loptien; 8 a.m. Scott Luethy; 10:30 am. Scott Luethy 
LECTORS             5 p.m. Linda Nedry; 8 a.m. Larry Nisbet; 10:30 a.m. Mike Reimnitz 
COMMUNION SERVER                            10:30 a.m. Ellen Thompson  

                                                


