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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
Help Our Unbelief 
 
As We Gather 
 
In today’s Readings, Jesus encounters another person possessed by an unclean 
spirit. The young man’s father is distraught and desperate. The father utters 
these words: “I believe; help my unbelief!” Jesus does help the man’s unbelief 
by healing his son. Jesus helps our unbelief as well in all that He does. In His 
miracles and teaching, suffering and death, resurrection and ascension, Jesus 
calls us to faith. And He calls us to be His witnesses.  Our Old Testament lesson 
encourages us to trust in the Lord with an unbending faith. 
 



 PREPARATION  
 

Gathering Song    “Ancient Words”    DeShazo 
  

Holy words long preserved for our walk in this world; 
They resound with God's own heart, O let the ancient words impart; 
Words of life, words of hope,Give us strength, help us cope; 
In this world where'er we roam, ancient words will guide us home. 
  

CHORUS:  Ancient words, ever true, changing me, changing you; 
                   We have come with open hearts, O let the ancient words impart. 
  

Holy words of our faith handed down to this age, 
came to us through sacrifice; O heed the faithful words of Christ. CHORUS 
  

Martyr’s blood stains each page, they have died for this faith. 
Hear them cry through the years; Heed these words and hold them dear.  CHORUS X2 
  

We have come with open hearts,  
O let the ancient words impart.  
  

O let the ancient words impart. 
            

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Song       “Lord, Reign in Me”         Brown 
  

Over all the earth, You reign on high,every mountain stream, every sunset sky. 
But my one request, Lord, my only aim is that You’d reign in me again. 
  

CHORUS: Lord, reign in me, reign in Your power; 
  over all my dreams, in my darkest hour. 
  You are the Lord of all I am, 
  so won’t You reign in me again. 
  

Over every thought, over every word, may my life reflect the beauty of my Lord; 
‘Cause You mean more to me than any earthly thing. 
So won’t you reign in me again. CHORUS X2 
          

Invocation  
 

Opening Sentences   
 

Pastor: I called on the name of the LORD: 
People: O LORD, I believe. Help my unbelief! 
Pastor: The LORD has dealt bountifully with us. 
People: The LORD has opened our ears. 
Pastor: The LORD has delivered us from death. 
People: He wipes away tears from all faces. 
Pastor: He rescues our feet from stumbling 
People: and restores our tongues to proclaim His good news. 
 
 



Confession and Absolution 
 

Pastor: Despite all of God’s actions on our behalf, we still struggle with sin in our 
lives. Our tongues still curse. Our feet still stumble. Our ears still listen to 
lies and vicious gossip. But our heavenly Father invites us to come to Him 
for restoration, renewal, and forgiveness. 

 
Silence for reflection. 
 
Pastor: Heavenly Father, 
People: we have sinned against You and our neighbors in what we have said 

and what we have left unsaid. We have neglected opportunities to 
love our neighbors. We have stumbled and fallen again and again. We 
ask that You restore us, renew us, and forgive us on account of 
Jesus. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God, in His boundless love sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die and 
rise for our forgiveness and eternal life. Because of Jesus, we are 
restored, body and soul. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. We are forgiven in Christ. We are renewed and restored. Amen. 
 

 Word  
 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 50:4-10 
(He who vindicates me is near.) 
  

The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that 
sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen 
like one being taught. The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears, and I have not 
been rebellious; I have not drawn back. I offered my back to those who beat me,  
my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from 
mocking and spitting. Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be 
disgraced.  
 

Therefore have I set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame.  
He who vindicates me is near. Who then will bring charges against me? Let us 
face each other! Who is my accuser? Let him confront me! It is the Sovereign 
LORD who helps me. Who is he that will condemn me? They will all wear out like 
a garment; the moths will eat them up.  
   

Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the word of his servant? Let him who 
walks in the dark, who has no light, trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his 
God.   
  

 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 



Epistle: James 3:1-12 
(From the same mouth come blessing and cursing.) 
  

Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you 
know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. We all stumble in many 
ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to 
keep his whole body in check.  
 

When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn 
the whole animal. Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and 
are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the 
pilot wants to go. Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes 
great boasts. 
  

Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. The tongue also is a 
fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, 
sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.  
 

All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and 
have been tamed by man, but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, 
full of deadly poison.  
 

With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who 
have been made in God's likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and 
cursing. My brothers, this should not be. Can both fresh water and salt water 
flow from the same spring? My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a 
grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.  
  

 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
 

Holy Gospel: Mark 9:14-29 
(Jesus casts out a spirit.) 
  

When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and 
the teachers of the law arguing with them. As soon as all the people saw Jesus, 
they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him. 
  

"What are you arguing with them about?" he asked. 
  

A man in the crowd answered, "Teacher, I brought you my son, who is 
possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. Whenever it seizes him, it 
throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and 
becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not."  
"O unbelieving generation," Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with you? How 
long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me." 
  

So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy 
into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.  
Jesus asked the boy's father, "How long has he been like this?"  



 

"From childhood," he answered. "It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill 
him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us."  
 

" `If you can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for him who believes."  
Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome my 
unbelief!"  
 

When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the evil 
spirit. "You deaf and mute spirit," he said, "I command you, come out of him and 
never enter him again."  
 

The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so 
much like a corpse that many said, "He's dead." But Jesus took him by the hand 
and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up.  
 

After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, "Why couldn't 
we drive it out?"  
 

He replied, "This kind can come out only by prayer."  
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message         Jenna Lawrenz 
 

Song of the Day  “Everyday”      Joel Houston 
  

What to say it’s You who gave me life and I 
Can’t explain just how much you mean to me now 
That You have saved me Lord I give all that I am to You 
That ev’ryday I can be a light that shines your name 
  

Everyday Lord I’ll learn to stand upon Your Word 
And I pray that I, that I may come to know You more 
That You would guide me in every single step I take that 
Everyday I can be Your light unto the world 
  

CHORUS:  Ev’ryday it’s You I’ll live for 
   Ev’ryday I’ll follow after You 
   Ev’ryday I’ll walk with You My Lord 
  

Everyday Lord I’ll learn to stand upon Your Word 
And I pray that I, that I may come to know You more 
That You would guide me in every single step I take that 
Everyday I can be Your light unto the world  CHORUS 
  

BRIDGE:  It’s You I live for ev’ryday 
   It’s You I live for ev’ryday 
   It’s You I live for ev’ryday 
  

CHORUS:  Ev’ryday it’s You I’ll live for 
   Ev’ryday I’ll follow after You 
   Ev’ryday I’ll walk with You My Lord (2X) 



Sermon   “Unbending Faith”                        Pastor John Larson 
                    Text: Isaiah 50:4-10 
 

Nicene Creed       Text found in the back of the Hymnal 
                     

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 

  

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 
 

Offering (Collected in the back) 
 

 

 
 

 
 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  

    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 SACRAMENT  

 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160  
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 



Words of Institution  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  
  come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day  
  our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
  us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC  “In Christ Alone”            Townend-Getty      
 

In Christ alone my hope is found.  
He is my light, my strength, my song. 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground,  
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace,  
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 
My Comforter, my All in All, Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh. 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save. 
'Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied. 
For every sin on Him was laid, Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then, bursting forth in glorious Day, 
up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory, 
sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 
For I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
  

No guilt in life, no fear in death. 
This is the power of Christ in me. 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand. 
'Till He returns or calls me home, 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 
   

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 



 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Song   “Ancient of Days”      Sadler/Harville         
  

Blessing and honor glory and power  
Be unto the Ancient of Days 
From ev'ry nation all of creation  
Bow before the Ancient of Days 
  

CHORUS:  Ev'ry tongue in heaven and earth Shall declare Your glory 
Ev'ry knee shall bow at Your throne In worship 
You will be exalted O God And Your kingdom shall not pass away 
O Ancient of Days 

  

Blessing and honor glory and power  
Be unto the Ancient of Days 
From ev'ry nation all of creation  
Bow before the Ancient of Days  CHORUS 
  

Your kingdom shall reign Over all the earth  
Sing unto the Ancient of Days 
For none can compare To Your matchless worth  
Sing unto the Ancient of Days (Repeat) 
 

CHORUS 
    
Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 
 
 
Serving in Worship 
   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT             Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES             Michael Zehnder 
PRAISE TEAM                             Agape 
ELDERS      5 p.m. Norm Finfrock; 8 a.m. Arvin Michel; 10:30 a.m. Michael Lawrenz 
LECTORS          5 p.m. Linda Nedry; 8 a.m. Mike Reimnitz; 10 a.m. Jeanette Nelson 
COMMUNION SERVER                       10 a.m. Ellen Thompson  


