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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
Help Our Unbelief 
 
As We Gather 
 
In today’s Readings, Jesus encounters another person possessed by an unclean 
spirit. The young man’s father is distraught and desperate. The father utters 
these words: “I believe; help my unbelief!” Jesus does help the man’s unbelief 
by healing his son. Jesus helps our unbelief as well in all that He does. In His 
miracles and teaching, suffering and death, resurrection and ascension, Jesus 
calls us to faith. And He calls us to be His witnesses.  Our Old Testament lesson 
encourages us to trust in the Lord with unbending faith. 
 



 
 PREPARATION  

 

Prelude     “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good”  
         David Schack and Paul Manz 
           

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn       “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good”         LSB 819 
 

Invocation  
 

Opening Sentences   
 

Pastor: I called on the name of the LORD: 
People: O LORD, I believe. Help my unbelief! 
Pastor: The LORD has dealt bountifully with us. 
People: The LORD has opened our ears. 
Pastor: The LORD has delivered us from death. 
People: He wipes away tears from all faces. 
Pastor: He rescues our feet from stumbling 
People: and restores our tongues to proclaim His good news. 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Pastor: Despite all of God’s actions on our behalf, we still struggle with sin in our 
lives. Our tongues still curse. Our feet still stumble. Our ears still listen to 
lies and vicious gossip. But our heavenly Father invites us to come to Him 
for restoration, renewal, and forgiveness. 

 
Silence for reflection. 
 
Pastor: Heavenly Father, 
People: we have sinned against You and our neighbors in what we have said 

and what we have left unsaid. We have neglected opportunities to 
love our neighbors. We have stumbled and fallen again and again. We 
ask that You restore us, renew us, and forgive us on account of 
Jesus. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God, in His boundless love sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die and 
rise for our forgiveness and eternal life. Because of Jesus, we are 
restored, body and soul. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. We are forgiven in Christ. We are renewed and restored. Amen. 
                                                 
 
 



 
    

 
 Word  

 

Kyrie  
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world for the well-being of the Church of God,  
  and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
  pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 



Hymn of Praise     “When in Our Music God is Glorified”   LSB 796 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tune and text: Public domain 
 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 50:4-10 
(He who vindicates me is near.) 
  

The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that 
sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen 
like one being taught. The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears, and I have not 
been rebellious; I have not drawn back. I offered my back to those who beat me,  
my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from 
mocking and spitting. Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be 
disgraced.  
 

Therefore have I set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame.  
He who vindicates me is near. Who then will bring charges against me? Let us 
face each other! Who is my accuser? Let him confront me! It is the Sovereign 
LORD who helps me. Who is he that will condemn me? They will all wear out like 
a garment; the moths will eat them up.  



   

Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the word of his servant? Let him who 
walks in the dark, who has no light, trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his 
God.   
  

 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: James 3:1-12 
(From the same mouth come blessing and cursing.) 
  

Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you 
know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. We all stumble in many 
ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to 
keep his whole body in check.  
 

When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn 
the whole animal. Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and 
are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the 
pilot wants to go. Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes 
great boasts. 
  

Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. The tongue also is a 
fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, 
sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.  
 

All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and 
have been tamed by man, but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, 
full of deadly poison.  
 

With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who 
have been made in God's likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and 
cursing. My brothers, this should not be. Can both fresh water and salt water 
flow from the same spring? My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a 
grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.  
  

 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Alleluia Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
 

Alleluia Verse John 6:68 
 

 
 

 



Holy Gospel: Mark 9:14-29 
(Jesus casts out a spirit.) 
  

When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and 
the teachers of the law arguing with them. As soon as all the people saw Jesus, 
they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him. 
  

"What are you arguing with them about?" he asked. 
  

A man in the crowd answered, "Teacher, I brought you my son, who is 
possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. Whenever it seizes him, it 
throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and 
becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not."  
"O unbelieving generation," Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with you? How 
long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me." 
  

So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy 
into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.  
Jesus asked the boy's father, "How long has he been like this?"  
 

"From childhood," he answered. "It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill 
him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us."  
 

" `If you can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for him who believes."  
Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome my 
unbelief!"  
 

When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the evil 
spirit. "You deaf and mute spirit," he said, "I command you, come out of him and 
never enter him again."  
 

The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so 
much like a corpse that many said, "He's dead." But Jesus took him by the hand 
and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up.  
 

After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, "Why couldn't 
we drive it out?"  
 

He replied, "This kind can come out only by prayer."  
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day      “Evening and Morning”                  LSB 726 
 

Sermon   “Unbending Faith”                        Pastor John Larson 
                    Text: Isaiah 50:4-10 
 

Nicene Creed       Text found in the back of the Hymnal 
                     

Prayer of the Church 
 

 
 



Sharing of the Peace 
  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 

  

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 
 

Offering (Organ: 8 a.m. ONLY)  “Evening and Morning”  David deSilva 
  

(Collected in the back, or during the service as announced.) 
 

 

 
 

 
 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  

    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 SACRAMENT  

 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160  
 

Proper Preface 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who helps us in our unbelief by restoring 
and renewing us through His death and resurrection. Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus - Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                            LSB 161   
 

Words of Institution  
 



Lord’s Prayer 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  
  come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day  
  our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
  us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei                                                                                                       LSB 163   
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC   “Greet the Rising Sun”       LSB 871  
 
(Worship Notes: This is the only song in our hymnal of Chinese origin.  Written by Zhao 
Zichen, it depicts a simple lifestyle and a childlike trust in God – radically different from 
our experiences in a complex Western society.  Yet, the language is reminiscent of the 
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) and these are precisely the things of which we 
need to remind ourselves if our lives are to reflect our Lord’s ideal).     
 

Special Music (Organ)    “Greet the Rising Sun”     Kristin Langlois 

 

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn   “Oh, For A Thousand Tongues to Sing”              LSB 528 
 

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 
       Paul Manz  

 

Serving in Worship 
   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT             Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES             Michael Zehnder 
PRAISE TEAM                        Agape 
ELDERS      5 p.m. Norm Finfrock; 8 a.m. Arvin Michel; 10:30 a.m. Michael Lawrenz   
LECTORS     5 p.m. Linda Nedry; 8 a.m. Mike Reimnitz; 10:30 a.m. Jeanette Nelson 
COMMUNION SERVER                           10:30 a.m. Ellen Thompson  


