
ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
  

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD 
LITTLETON, COLORADO 

September 18 and 19, 2021 
5 p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m. Sunday 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
FROM THE SAME MOUTH COME BLESSING AND CURSING 
 
As We Gather 
 
Pastor is preaching today on James 3:1-12 which was actually the Epistle for last 
Sunday.  James says that the tongue can actually be a world of evil and a source 
of uncontrollable fire if spoken wrongly.  But our words, shaped by the holy 
decrees of God, rightfully teach, admonish and bless.  When used correctly and 
informed by the Word of God, people turn from darkness and walk in the 
light.  Sometimes our tongues let loose all kinds of fires, destroying reputation 
and spirit and causing pain.  Used correctly, our words not only praise God but 
unleash Christ's truth and healing and cause blessing. 



 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

Prelude “The Emperor’s Fanfare (from ‘Sixth Double Concerto’)”   Antonio Soler 
           

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn       “Sing, My Tongue, The Glorious Battle”         LSB 454 
 

Invocation  
 

Exhortation  
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession of Sins  
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.  
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive 
us, renew us and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

                                                

Absolution 
 

Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One)  
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world for the well-being of the Church of God,  
  and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
  pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

 



Hymn of Praise     “There is a Redeemer”      LSB 971 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tune and text: © 1982 Birdwing Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713 

 

Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 11:18-20 
(Jeremiah entrusts his life to the Lord as enemies plot to kill him.) 
  

Because the LORD revealed their plot to me, I knew it, for at that time he showed 
me what they were doing. I had been like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter; I did 
not realize that they had plotted against me, saying,  
   

"Let us destroy the tree and its fruit; let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
that his name be remembered no more." But, O LORD Almighty, you who judge 
righteously and test the heart and mind, let me see your vengeance upon them, 
for to you I have committed my cause.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: James 3:13-4:10 
(Christians are called to humbly submit to God and seek peace with one another.) 
  

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by 
deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. But if you harbor bitter 
envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 
Such "wisdom" does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of 



the devil. For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder 
and every evil practice. But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all 
pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, 
impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of 
righteousness. What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come 
from your desires that battle within you? You want something but don't get it. 
You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. 
You do not have, because you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not 
receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get 
on your pleasures. You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with 
the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world 
becomes an enemy of God. Or do you think Scripture says without reason that 
the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely? But he gives us more grace. 
That is why Scripture says:  
   

"God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."  
   

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, 
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your 
laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, 
and he will lift you up.  
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Alleluia Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
 

Alleluia Verse John 6:68 
 

 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 9th Chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Holy Gospel: Mark 9:30-37 
(Who is the greatest?) 
  

They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to 
know where they were, because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, 
"The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill 
him, and after three days he will rise." But they did not understand what he 
meant and were afraid to ask him about it.  
 



They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, "What 
were you arguing about on the road?" But they kept quiet because on the way 
they had argued about who was the greatest.  
 

Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, "If anyone wants to be first, he 
must be the very last, and the servant of all." 
 

He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking him in his arms, he 
said to them, "Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name 
welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one 
who sent me."  
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day      “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive”                LSB 843 
 

Sermon   “The Best; The Worst”                         Pastor John Larson 
                     Text: James 3:1-12 
 

Apostle’s Creed           Text found in the back of the Hymnal 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

Reception of New Members  
 Lila Loots 
 Marilyn Wert 
 Jim Wert 
 Lisa Taylor 
 Jan Nichols 
 David and Tina Kaiser 
 Dick and JoAnne Castleman 
                   

 Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 

 

Offering (Organ: 8 a.m. ONLY) “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”      Kristina Langlois 
  

(Collected in the back, or during the service as announced.) 
 

 

 

https://www.otherfood-devos.com/2018/09/approachable-jesus.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 SACRAMENT  

 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)                LSB 160  
 

Proper Preface 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 

Sanctus - Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                            LSB 161   
 

Words of Institution  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  
  come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day  
  our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
  us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei                                                                                                       LSB 163   
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC   “Take My Life And Let It Be”      LSB 784  
 

Special Music (Organ)    “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”    Robert Hobby 

 

General Communion Blessing 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn   “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”               LSB 643 
 

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   “Toccata”       David Hegarty 
 

Serving in Worship 
   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT              Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES              Michael Zehnder 
PRAISE TEAM                      Youth Band 
ELDERS                              5 p.m. Arvin Michel; 8 a.m. ; 10:30 a.m. Michael Lawrenz   
LECTORS        5 p.m. Mike Price; 8 a.m. Lorraine Winkler; 10:30 a.m. Jude Donovan 
COMMUNION SERVER                               10:30 a.m. Jude Donovan  
 
                                         
 

                                 


