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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
Reflecting the Faithful Work of Jesus 
 
As We Gather 
 
In today’s Readings, James encourages us toward good works of service and 
love, and Jesus does the good work of healing by restoring a man’s hearing and 
speech. Our faith in Jesus is marked by our reflection of His love and service. 
While we are not able to do all the things Jesus can do, we are called to reflect 
His faithful work as we serve in our vocations by loving our neighbors.  He does 
all things well.  By the power of His Spirit, we are also able to do things well in 
His name. 
 



Gathering Song  "Let It Be Said of Us"             Fry 
 

Let it be said of us that the Lord was our passion, 
That with gladness we bore every cross we were given; 
That we fought the good fight, and we finished the course; 
Knowing within us the power of the risen Lord. 
  

CHORUS:  Let the cross be our glory and the Lord be our song! 
By mercy made holy, by the Spirit made strong. 
Let the cross be our glory and the Lord be our song! 
Till the likeness of Jesus be through us made known. 
Let the cross be our glory and the Lord be our song. 

  

Let it be said of us, we were marked by forgiveness; 
We were known by our love and delighted in mercy; 
We were ruled by His peace, heeding unity’s call, 
Joined as one body that Christ would be seen by all. 
  

 PREPARATION  
          

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Song       “Living Hope”        Wickham-Johnson 
  

How great the chasm that lay between us how high the mountain I could not climb 
In desperation, I turned to heaven and spoke Your name into the night 
Then through the darkness, Your loving-kindness tore through the shadows of my soul  
The work is finished, the end is written Jesus Christ, my living hope 
  

Who could imagine so great a mercy? What heart could fathom such boundless grace? 
The God of ages stepped down from glory to wear my sin and bear my shame 
The cross has spoken, I am forgiven the King of kings calls me His own 
Beautiful Savior, I'm Yours forever Jesus Christ, my living hope 
  

CHORUS: Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free 
  Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me 
  You have broken every chain 
  There's salvation in Your name 
  Jesus Christ, my living hope (TWICE) 
  

Then came the morning that sealed the promise your buried body began to breathe 
Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion declared the grave has no claim on me 
  

Then came the morning that sealed the promise your buried body began to breathe 
Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion declared the grave has no claim on me 
Jesus,Yours is the victory, (whoa!) CHORUS (ONCE) 
  

Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me 
You have broken every chain there's salvation in Your name 
Jesus Christ, my living hope, Jesus Christ, my living hope 
Oh God, You are my living hope 



 Invocation  
 

Opening Sentences  Based on Psalm 146 
 

Pastor: Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
People: I will praise the LORD as long as I live. 
Pastor: Blessed are those whose hope is in the LORD; 
People: the LORD sets the prisoners free. 
Pastor: The LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
People: The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down. 
Pastor: The LORD upholds the widow and the fatherless. 
People: The LORD will reign forever! 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Pastor: Yes, the Lord reigns over every nation, language, and people. Yet, we have 
  not loved all people as Christ has loved us. The fruits of our faith are not  
  always evident. But our Lord is gracious and merciful, and He offers His  
  forgiveness to all. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, 
People: we have failed to love others as You love them. We have failed to  
  reflect Your grace to the world in service and sacrifice. We have failed 
  in our actions and in our unwillingness to act. Forgive us, renew us,  
  and lead us, so that we may follow You in joy. Amen. 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy sent Jesus Christ into our world to serve and  
  save all people, showing no partiality or favoritism. By His death, He   
  forgives all our sins. By His resurrection, He destroys death forever and  
  offers us eternal life. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ,  
  and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father  
  and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. We are forgiven in Christ. We set free to love and serve our  
  neighbors. Amen. 

                                                    

 
 Word  

 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 35:4-7a 
(The ears of the deaf will be unstopped.) 
  

Say to those with fearful hearts, "Be strong, do not fear;  
your God will come, he will come with vengeance;  
with divine retribution he will come to save you."  
   



Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.  
Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.  
Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert.  
The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs.  
  

 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: James 2:1-10, 14-18 
(I will show you my faith by what I do.) 
  

My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show 
favoritism. Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine 
clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. If you show special 
attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, "Here's a good seat for you," 
but say to the poor man, "You stand there" or "Sit on the floor by my feet," have 
you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?  
Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of 
the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who 
love him? But you have insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting 
you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? Are they not the 
ones who are slandering the noble name of him to whom you belong?  
If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as 
yourself," you are doing right. But if you show favoritism, you sin and are 
convicted by the law as lawbreakers. For whoever keeps the whole law and yet 
stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.  
  

What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? 
Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and 
daily food. If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well 
fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same 
way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.  
But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds."  
Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.  
 

 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
 

Holy Gospel: Mark 7:31-37 
(The healing of the deaf and mute man.) 
  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 7th Chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
   

Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of 
Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis. There some people brought to him a 



man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged him to place his hand 
on the man.  
After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the 
man's ears. Then he spit and touched the man's tongue. He looked up to heaven 
and with a deep sigh said to him, "Ephphatha!" (which means, "Be opened!"). At 
this, the man's ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to 
speak plainly.  
 

Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more 
they kept talking about it. People were overwhelmed with amazement. "He has 
done everything well," they said. "He even makes the deaf hear and the mute 
speak." 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Song of the Day      “Our God”        Tomlin/Reeves/Myrin/Redman  
  

Water You turned into wine, opened the eyes of the blind; 
There’s no one like You, none like You. 
  

Into the darkness You shine, out of the ashes, we rise; 
There’s no one like You, none like You. 
  

CHORUS: Our God is greater, our God is stronger; 
  God, You are higher than any other. 
  Our God is healer, awesome in power, our God, our God. 
  

Into the darkness You shine, out of the ashes, we rise; 
There’s no one like You, none like You.   CHORUS 
  

And if our God is for us then who could ever stop us, 
and if our God is with us then what could stand against? 
And if our God is for us then who could ever stop us, 
and if our God is with us then what could stand against? 
What could stand against?   CHORUS 
  

And if our God is for us then who could ever stop us, 
and if our God is with us then what could stand against? 
And if our God is for us then who could ever stop us, 
and if our God is with us then what could stand against? 
What could stand against?   CHORUS 
 

Sermon   “He Has Done Everything Well”     Pastor John Larson 
                    Text: Mark 7:31-37 
 

Apostles’ Creed       Text found in the back of the Hymnal 
                     

Prayer of the Church 
 



Sharing of the Peace 
  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 
  

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 
 

Offering (Collected in the back, or during the service as announced.) 
 

 
 

 
 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  

    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 SACRAMENT  

 

Preface  
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  
  come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day  
  our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
  us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 



DISTRIBUTION MUSIC   
 

“Do This in Remembrance of Me”      Christopher           BOB 46 
  

Chorus: Do this in remembrance of Me. 
Do this in remembrance of Me. 
This is my body, this is my blood. 
Do this in remembrance of Me. 

  

This is My body given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of Me. 
This cup’s the new covenant, sealed in My blood. 
Do this in remembrance of Me. 
For whenever you eat this bread 
and whenever you drink this cup,  
as you do you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  CHORUS 
 
“Nothing But the Blood”    Lowry            BOB 169 
 

What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 
What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
  

Chorus: Oh! precious is the flow  
  That makes me white as snow; 
  No other fount I know, 
  Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
 

For my pardon, this I see, Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 
For my cleansing this my plea, Nothing but the blood of Jesus.  CHORUS 
 

      

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

 



Closing Song   “Hosanna”    Balocha-Tuttle               BOB 95 
  

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 
Lord, we lift up Your name, With hearts full of praise; 
Be exalted, oh Lord my God! Hosanna in the highest! 
  

Glory! Glory! Glory to the King of kings! 
Glory! Glory! Glory to the King of kings! 
Lord, we lift up Your name, With hearts full of praise; 
Be exalted, oh Lord my God! Glory to the King of kings! 
  

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 
Lord, we lift up Your name, With hearts full of praise; 
Be exalted, oh Lord my God! Hosanna in the highest! 
  

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Serving in Worship 

   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT             Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES             Michael Zehnder 
PRAISE TEAM                     Youth Band 
ELDERS                                    5 p.m. Don Loptien; 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Scott Luethy  
LECTORS               5 p.m. Mike Price; 8 a.m. Margo Pasha; 10 a.m. Jenna Lawrenz 
COMMUNION SERVER                          10 a.m. Jude Donovan  


