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NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Unimaginable Love 
 

As We Gather 
 

God’s promise of life in the rainbow summons us to hope in God. The apostle 
Paul urges us to discover and to know how real and firm is God’s love. Like the 
fearful disciples in today’s Gospel, we may have doubts of faith. But God’s Word 
assures us: “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid” (Mark 6:50). This causes us to 
stop our worrying and believe. Hope in God can calm you. The love of God can 
convince you. Here, now, at His mighty Word, your sins are forgiven, and you 
have hope, love, and life. We now gather before Him, our Creator, our Redeemer, 
and our loving God. 



Gathering Songs     
 

“The Power of Your Love”       Geoff Bullock/BOB 214 
  

Lord I come to You  Let my heart be changed renewed Flowing from the grace   
That I found in You And Lord I've come to know  The weaknesses I see in me 
Will be stripped away By the pow'r of Your love 
  

CHORUS:  Hold me close  Let Your love surround me 
  Bring me near  Draw me to Your side 
  And as I wait  I'll rise up like the eagle 
  And I will soar with You  Your Spirit leads me on 
  In the pow'r of Your love 
  

Lord unveil my eyes  Let me see You face to face The knowledge of Your love   
As You live in me Lord renew my mind  As Your will unfolds in my life 
In living ev'ry day  By the pow'r of Your love  CHORUS (x2) 
  

And as I wait  I'll rise up like the eagle And I will soar with You   
Your Spirit leads me on In the pow'r of Your love 
 

“He is Able”        Noland/Ferguson/BOB 79 
 

He is able more than able To accomplish what concerns me today 
He is able more than able To handle anything that comes my way 
He is able more than able To do much more than I could ever dream 
He is able more than able To make me what He wants me to be   REPEAT 
 
 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Song         “Your Everlasting Love”      Batstone/BOB 251 
 

Your everlasting love is higher, higher, higher than the sky 
your everlasting love is higher, higher, higher than the sky,  
Higher than the sky oh the wonder of your everlasting love is higher than the sky 
 

CHORUS: Higher than the heavens above is the glory of your wonderful love 
  I'm lost in the mystery of your everlasting love your everlasting love 
 

Your everlasting love is deeper, deeper, deeper than the sea 
Your everlasting love is deeper, deeper, deeper than the sea, deeper than the sea 
Oh the wonder of your everlasting love, is deeper than the sea   CHORUS 
 

Your everlasting love is reaching, reaching, reaching out to me 
your everlasting love is reaching, reaching, reaching out to me, Reaching out to me 
oh the wonder of your everlasting love, is reaching out to me   CHORUS 
 
 
 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/accomplish
https://www.definitions.net/definition/concerns
https://www.definitions.net/definition/handle
https://www.definitions.net/definition/comes
https://www.definitions.net/definition/could
https://www.definitions.net/definition/wants


Invocation  
 

Exhortation 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive  
  our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession of Sins    
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Word  
 

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 9:8-17 
(The covenant of the rainbow.) 
  

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: "I now establish my covenant 
with you and with your descendants after you and with every living creature that 
was with you--the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that 
came out of the ark with you--every living creature on earth. I establish my 
covenant with you: Never again will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; 
never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth."  
And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and 
you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: I 
have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth. Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the 
rainbow appears in the clouds, I will remember my covenant between me and 
you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters become a 
flood to destroy all life. Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it 
and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of 
every kind on the earth."  



So God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant I have established 
between me and all life on the earth."  
  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: Ephesians 3:14-21 
(Prayer for spiritual strength.) 
  

For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in heaven 
and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may 
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and 
established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how 
wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that 
surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of 
God.  
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,  
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 
 

 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
 

Holy Gospel: Mark 6:45-56 
(Jesus walks on water.) 
  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 6th Chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
   

Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him 
to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. After leaving them, he went up on a  
mountainside to pray.  
When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on 
land. He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against 
them. About the fourth watch of the night he went out to them, walking on the 
lake. He was about to pass by them, but when they saw him walking on the lake, 
they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, because they all saw him and were 
terrified.  
Immediately he spoke to them and said, "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 
Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were 
completely amazed, for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts 
were hardened.  
When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and anchored there. As 
soon as they got out of the boat, people recognized Jesus. They ran throughout 
that whole region and carried the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 
And wherever he went--into villages, towns or countryside--they placed the sick 



in the marketplaces. They begged him to let them touch even the edge of his 
cloak, and all who touched him were healed. 
  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message             Ruth Ann Langness 
 

Song of the Day      “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus”     CH 352 
 

 

 
Sermon “More Than We Can Ask or Imagine”      Pastor Michael Zehnder 
                    TEXT: Ephesians 3:14-21 
 

Apostles’ Creed       Text found in the back of the Hymnal 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 

  

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 
 



Offering  
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface  
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Words of Institution  
 

Lord’s Prayer   

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 



DISTRIBUTION MUSIC     
 

“Think About His Love”                 Walt Harrah/BOB 222 
 

Think about His love, think about His goodness  
Think about His grace that’s brought us through 
For as high as the heavens above  
So great is the measure of our Father’s love 
Great is the measure of our Father’s love   REPEAT 
        

“Spirit Song”               Wimber/BOB 202 
  

Oh, let the Son of God enfold you with His Spirit and His love, 
Let Him fill your heart and satisfy your soul. 
Oh, let Him have those things that hold you, 
And His Spirit like a dove will descend upon your life and make you whole 
  

CHORUS: Jesus, oh Jesus, come and fill Your lambs. 
  Jesus, oh Jesus, come and fill Your lambs. 
    

Oh, come and sing this song with gladness as your hearts are filled with joy, 
Lift your hands in sweet surrender to His name. 
Oh, give Him all your tears and sadness,  
give Him all your years of pain, and you'll enter into life in Jesus' name. CHORUS 
           

 
General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 



Closing Hymn  “My Savior, My God”                 Schust 
 

I am not skilled to understand what God has willed what God has planned 
I only know at His right hand Stands One who is my Savior 
  

I take Him at His word and deed Christ died to save me this I read 
And in my heart I find a need Of Him to be my Savior 
  

That He would leave His place on high And come for sinful man to die 
You count it strange so once did I Before I knew my Savior 
  

CHORUS: My Savior loves my Savior lives My Savior's always there for me 
  My God He was my God He is My God is always gonna be (REPEAT) 
  

Yes living dying let me bring My strength my solace from this spring 
That He who lives to be my King Once died to be my Savior 
  

That He would leave His place on high And come for sinful man to die 
You count it strange so once did I Before I knew my Savior  CHORUS 
  

My Savior lives my Savior loves 
My Savior lives my Savior loves  
My Savior lives 

 

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

Serving in Worship 
   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT              Rev. Michael Zehnder 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                  Michael Zehnder 
PIANO AND ORGAN           Diana Gaide 
PRAISE TEAM                                  Agape 
LECTORS                     5 p.m. Mike Price; 8 a.m. Joyce Dowdy; 10 a.m. Jude Donovan 


