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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

A Righteous Shepherd-King 
 

As We Gather 
 

An old Jewish prayer begins, “Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the 
universe.” To call God “King” is to acknowledge Him as the highest ruler over 
all. Earthly kings never created the subjects of their rule out of nothing as has 
the one Creator God. So much higher and more exalted than any earthly 
sovereign king is God. In the Old Testament, God gave His people kings for their 
nation. But unlike the rulers of other nations, Israel’s kings were to rule in God’s 
name and after His heart and will and word. They were to rule God’s people like 
shepherds tending sheep, like David of old. Few, however, were faithful to their 
calling. Through a king named Zedekiah, God both condemned the former 
faithless kings and promised the future righteous Branch of the great King 
David. In today’s Gospel, we see Jesus, God’s Son, having compassion on 
people as a shepherd has compassion on the sheep. Because of Jesus’ blood 
and righteousness, you have a King that cannot fail. He cares for you and will 
deliver you safely to your eternal home. 



Gathering Song     “Come, Now is the Time to Worship”   Doerksen 
 

Come, now is the time to worship. 
Come, now is the time to give your heart. 
Come, just as you are to worship. 
Come, just as you are before your God. 
  

One day ev’ry tongue will confess You are God. 
One day ev’ry knee will bow. 
Still, the greatest treasure remains for those 
who gladly love You now. 
  

Come, now is the time to worship. 
Come, now is the time to give your heart. 
Come, just as you are to worship. 
Come, just as you are before your God. 
  

 PREPARATION  
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Song            “Let it Rise”      Davis 
 

Let the glory of the Lord rise among us, 
Let the glory of the Lord rise among us; 
Let the praises of the King rise among us, let it rise. 
  

Let the songs of the Lord rise among us, 
Let the songs of the Lord rise among us; 
Let the joy of the King rise among us, let it rise. 
O, let it rise. O, let it rise. 
  

Invocation  
 

Exhortation 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive  
  our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession of Sins and Absolution    Ephesians 2:12–13, alt. 
 
Pastor: Remember that you were once separated from Christ, having no hope and  
  without God in the world. 
People: But now in Christ Jesus we who once were far off have been brought  
  near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 



People: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, for You have  
  commanded us to confess our sins and yet have promised Your   
  forgiveness. We therefore confess our sins, even those we are not  
  aware of, those we have done and all that we have failed to do. By  
  Your divine command, grant us Your forgiveness for the sake of the  
  blood of our crucified and risen Shepherd, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
  Amen. 
Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, for You have   
  commanded Your called ministers of Christ to absolve those who repent of  
  their sins. Therefore, upon this, your confession, as a called and ordained  
  servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
  the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

 Word  
 

Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6 
(The righteous branch.) 
  

"Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my 
pasture!" declares the LORD. Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, 
says to the shepherds who tend my people: "Because you have scattered my 
flock and driven them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow 
punishment on you for the evil you have done," declares the LORD. "I myself will 
gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven them 
and will bring them back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase 
in number. I will place shepherds over them who will tend them, and they will no 
longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing," declares the LORD.  
   

"The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will raise up to David a 
righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in 
the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the 
name by which he will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.  
  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: Ephesians 2:11-22 
(One in Christ.) 
  

Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called 
"uncircumcised" by those who call themselves "the circumcision" (that done in 
the body by the hands of men)-- remember that at that time you were separate 
from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants 
of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ 
Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of 
Christ.  



For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the 
barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its 
commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new 
man out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of 
them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. He came 
and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were 
near. For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.  
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with 
God's people and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In 
him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in 
the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in 
which God lives by his Spirit. 
 

 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
 

Holy Gospel: Mark 6:30-44 
(Jesus feeds the five thousand.) 
  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 6th Chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
   

The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and 
taught. Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not 
even have a chance to eat, he said to them, "Come with me by yourselves to a 
quiet place and get some rest."  
So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. But many who 
saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got 
there ahead of them. When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had 
compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he 
began teaching them many things.  
By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. "This is a remote 
place," they said, "and it's already very late. Send the people away so they can 
go to the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something 
to eat."  
But he answered, "You give them something to eat."  
They said to him, "That would take eight months of a man's wages! Are we to go 
and spend that much on bread and give it to them to eat?"  
"How many loaves do you have?" he asked. "Go and see."  
When they found out, they said, "Five--and two fish."  
Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green 
grass. So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. Taking the five loaves 
and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. 
Then he gave them to his disciples to set before the people. He also divided the 



two fish among them all. They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked 
up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. The number of the men 
who had eaten was five thousand.  
  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message    
 

Song of the Day      “I Am the Bread of Life”       S. Suzanne Toolan  
  

I am the bread of life He who comes to Me shall not hunger 
He who believes in Me shall not thirst  
No one can come to Me Unless the Father draw him 
  

CHORUS: And I will raise him up And I will raise him up  
  And I will raise him up on the last day 
  

The bread that I will give Is My flesh for the life of the world 
And he who eats of this bread  
He shall live for ever He shall live for ever CHORUS 
  

Unless you eat Of the flesh of the Son of Man 
And drink of His blood And drink of His blood  
You shall not have life within you CHORUS 
  

I am the resurrection I am the life  
He who believes in Me  
Even if he die He shall live for ever CHORUS 
  

Yes, Lord, I believe That You are the Christ  
The Son of God Who has come Into the world CHORUS 
 

Sermon   “Body and Soul”      Pastor John Larson 
                            TEXT: Mark 6:30-44 
 

Nicene Creed       Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  
  always. 
People: And also with you. 

  

You may now greet one another in the name of 
the Lord using... 

 
 

Peace be with you! 
 

 



 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface  
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution  
 

Lord’s Prayer   

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 



DISTRIBUTION MUSIC     
 

“Come to Jesus”           Chris Rice 
  

Weak and wounded sinner Lost and left to die  
O, raise your head, for love is passing by  
Come to Jesus Come to Jesus Come to Jesus and live!  
 

And like a newborn baby Don't be afraid to crawl  
And remember when you walk Sometimes we fall...so  
Fall on Jesus Fall on Jesus Fall on Jesus and live!  
 

Sometimes the way is lonely And steep and filled with pain  
So if your sky is dark and pours the rain, then  
Cry to Jesus Cry to Jesus Cry to Jesus and live!  
 

And when the love spills over And music fills the night  
And when you can't contain your joy inside, then  
Dance for Jesus Dance for Jesus Dance for Jesus and live!  
 

And with your final heartbeat Kiss the world goodbye  
Then go in peace, and laugh on Glory's side, and  
Fly to Jesus Fly to Jesus Fly to Jesus and live! 
 

“Above All”            Baloche 
  

 Above all powers, above all kings, above all nature and all created things; 
Above all wisdom and all the ways of man, You were here before the world began. 
  

Above all kingdoms, above all thrones, above  all wonders the world has ever known; 
Above all wealth and treasures of the earth,  
there’s no way to measure what You’re worth. 
  

Crucified, laid behind the stone; You lived to die, rejected and alone; 
Like a rose, trampled on the ground, You took the fall, and thought of me, above all. 

  

General Communion Blessing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 



Closing Song   “All the Power You Need”     Fragar 
  

My God can never fail He's been proved time and again 
Trust Him you'll see He's got all the power you need 
  

He's never early never late It takes courage and it takes faith 
Trust Him you'll see he's got All the power you need 
  

He saves forgives and heals He takes back what the devil steals 
My debt's paid in full And every day He does miracles 
  

I got dreams turn them into plans Too big for human hands 
Trust Him you'll see He's got all the power you need 
  

He's real He's real Faith's a lot stronger than what you feel 
He's real He's real I'm believing for miracles 
  

I got dreams turn them into plans Too big for human hands 
Trust Him you'll see He's got all the power you need 
  

Trust Him you'll see He's got all the power you need 
 

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
  

 

 
 

 

Serving in Worship 
   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT             Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES             Michael Zehnder 
PRAISE TEAM                             Agape 
LECTORS         5 p.m. Linda Nedry; 8 a.m. Jerry Peterson; 10 a.m. Jeanette Nelson 
COMMUNION SERVER     10 a.m. Ellen Thompson   


