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SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Appearances are Deceiving 
 

As We Gather 
 

In today’s Gospel, it looks like the end of the story when John the Baptist is 
executed. But he was but the forerunner for Jesus, the promised Messiah. 
Appearances were certainly deceiving! That was the case with Amos, a 
herdsman and dresser of sycamore figs when the Lord called him. He did not 
look like a prophet, but he stood up to Amaziah and Jeroboam in a long line of 
faithful prophets. Sometimes Satan uses appearances to deceive us, but the 
Epistle reminds us that God had predestined us to be with Him forever—even 
before He began creation! Although others might not recognize it, the Holy Spirit 
is the guarantee of our inheritance. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! 



Gathering Song        “Blessed Be Your Name”     Redman 
 

Blessed be Your name In the land that is plentiful 
Where Your streams of abundance flow Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be Your name When I'm found in the desert place 
Though I walk through the wilderness Blessed be Your name 
  

Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll Turn back to praise 
When the darkness closes in Lord Still I will say 
  

CHORUS: Blessed be the name of the Lord Blessed be Your name 
  Blessed be the name of the Lord Blessed be Your glorious name 
  

Blessed be Your name When the sun's shining down on me 
When the world's all as it should be Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be Your name On the road marked with suffering 
Though there's pain in the offering Blessed be Your name 
  

Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll Turn back to praise 
When the darkness closes in Lord Still I will say  CHORUS 
  
You give and take away You give and take away 
My heart will choose to say Lord blessed be Your name 
You give and take away You give and take away 
My heart will choose to say Lord blessed be Your name  CHORUS 

 

 PREPARATION  
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Song            “Grace Like Rain”    Agnew 
 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound  That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now I'm found Was blind but now I see so clearly 
  

CHORUS: Hallelujah grace like rain falls down on me 
  Hallelujah all my stains are washed away 
  (They're washed away) 
  

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear The hour I first believed  CHORUS 
  

When we've been there ten thousand years Bright shining as the sun 
We've no less days to sing Your praise Than when we'd first begun  CHORUS X2 
  

Hallelujah yeah Hallelujah yeah 
Hallelujah yeah oh yeah 
Hallelujah all my stains are washed away 
They’re washed away 
 

Invocation  
 



Exhortation 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive  
  our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession of Sins    
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution  
 Word  

 

Old Testament Reading: Amos 7:7-15 
(Amos boldly speaks for the Lord against Amaziah and Jeroboam.) 
  

This is what he showed me: The Lord was standing by a wall that had been built 
true to plumb, with a plumb line in his hand. And the LORD asked me, "What do 
you see, Amos?"  
"A plumb line," I replied.  
Then the Lord said, "Look, I am setting a plumb line among my people Israel; I 
will spare them no longer.  
   

"The high places of Isaac will be destroyed and the sanctuaries of Israel will be 
ruined; with my sword I will rise against the house of Jeroboam."  
   

Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent a message to Jeroboam king of Israel: 
"Amos is raising a conspiracy against you in the very heart of Israel. The land 
cannot bear all his words. For this is what Amos is saying:  
   

" `Jeroboam will die by the sword, and Israel will surely go into exile,  
away from their native land.' "  
   

Then Amaziah said to Amos, "Get out, you seer! Go back to the land of Judah. 
Earn your bread there and do your prophesying there. Don't prophesy anymore 
at Bethel, because this is the king's sanctuary and the temple of the kingdom."  
Amos answered Amaziah, "I was neither a prophet nor a prophet's son, but I was 
a shepherd, and I also took care of sycamore-fig trees. But the LORD took me 
from tending the flock and said to me, `Go, prophesy to my people Israel.'  
  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 



Epistle: Ephesians 1:3-14 
(God made our salvation certain before the creation of the world.) 
  

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in 
him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 
he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in 
accordance with his pleasure and will-- to the praise of his glorious grace, which 
he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace 
that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. And he made known 
to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed 
in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment--
to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.  
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of 
him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order 
that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 
And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, 
the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 
redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory. 
 

 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
 

Holy Gospel: Mark 6:14-29 
(Herodias gets John the Baptist’s head.) 
  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 6th Chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
   

King Herod heard about this, for Jesus' name had become well known. Some 
were saying, "John the Baptist has been raised from the dead, and that is why 
miraculous powers are at work in him."  
Others said, "He is Elijah."  
And still others claimed, "He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of long ago."  
But when Herod heard this, he said, "John, the man I beheaded, has been raised 
from the dead!"  
For Herod himself had given orders to have John arrested, and he had him 
bound and put in prison. He did this because of Herodias, his brother Philip's 
wife, whom he had married. For John had been saying to Herod, "It is not lawful 
for you to have your brother's wife." So Herodias nursed a grudge against John 
and wanted to kill him. But she was not able to, because Herod feared John and 
protected him, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man. When Herod heard 
John, he was greatly puzzled; yet he liked to listen to him.  



Finally the opportune time came. On his birthday Herod gave a banquet for his 
high officials and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. When the 
daughter of Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner 
guests.  
The king said to the girl, "Ask me for anything you want, and I'll give it to you." 
And he promised her with an oath, "Whatever you ask I will give you, up to half 
my kingdom."  
She went out and said to her mother, "What shall I ask for?"  
"The head of John the Baptist," she answered.  
At once the girl hurried in to the king with the request: "I want you to give me 
right now the head of John the Baptist on a platter."  
The king was greatly distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, 
he did not want to refuse her. So he immediately sent an executioner with orders 
to bring John's head. The man went, beheaded John in the prison, and brought 
back his head on a platter. He presented it to the girl, and she gave it to her 
mother. On hearing of this, John's disciples came and took his body and laid it 
in a tomb. 
  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message    
 

Song of the Day      “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)”    Redman 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul; Worship His holy name.  
Sing like never before, O my soul; I'll worship Your holy name. 
The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning, It's time to sing Your song again.  
Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me,  
Let me be singing when the evening comes. 
  

CHORUS: Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul; Worship His holy name.  
  Sing like never before, O my soul; I'll worship Your holy name. 
  

You're rich in love and You're slow to anger.  
Your name is great and Your heart is kind. 
For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing; 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find.  CHORUS 
  

And on that day, when my strength is failing,  
The end draws near, and my time has come; 
Still, my soul will sing Your praise unending, 
Ten thousand years, and then forevermore!  CHORUS X2 
  

Worship Your holy name, Lord, I'll worship Your holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul; I'll worship Your holy name,  
Worship Your holy name, Worship Your holy name. 
  
 



Sermon   “Consequences”      Pastor John Larson 
                            TEXT: Mark 6:14-29 
 

Apostles’ Creed       Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 

  

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface  
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution  



Lord’s Prayer   

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC     
 

“Sparrows”    Andrew Ripp/Cory Asbury/Ethan Hulse/Jared Anderson 
  

The sparrow’s not worried ‘bout tomorrow Or the troubles to come 
The lily’s not thinking ‘bout the seasons The drought or the flood 
The tree that’s planted by the water 
Isn’t phased by the fire So why should I be 
  

CHORUS: (‘Cause) You take good care of me You take good care of me 
  You know what I need before I even ask a thing 
  You hold me in Your hands With a kindness that never ends 
  I’m carried in Your love No matter what the future brings 
  You take good care of me 
  

The sun’s not worried ‘bout the winter ‘Cause soon it will pass 
The light’s not thinking ‘bout the darkness Or the shadow it casts 
A heart that’s planted in forgiveness 
Doesn’t dwell in the past So why should I be  CHORUS 
  

I know there must be more But I can’t get past Your kindness 
I know there’s got to be more But I can’t get past Your goodness (REPEAT) 
  

CHORUS 

 

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 



Closing Song   “Death Was Arrested”      Balltzglier 
 

Alone in my sorrow and dead in my sin Lost without hope with no place to begin 
Your love made a way to let mercy come in  
When death was arrested and my life began 
  

Ash was redeemed only beauty remains My orphan heart was given a name 
My mourning grew quiet my feet rose to dance 
When death was arrested and my life began 
  

CHORUS: Oh Your grace so free washes over me 
  You have made me new now life begins with You 
  It's Your endless love pouring down on us 
  You have made us new now life begins with You 
  

Released from my chains I'm a pris'ner no more  
My shame was a ransom He faithfully bore 
He cancelled my debt and He called me His friend 
When death was arrested and my life began   CHORUS 
  

Our Savior displayed on a criminal's cross  
Darkness rejoiced as though Heaven had lost 
But then Jesus arose with our freedom in hand 
That's when death was arrested and my life began  CHORUS 
  

Oh we're free free forever we're free Come join the song of all the redeemed 
Yes we're free free forever amen When death was arrested and my life began  
(REPEAT) 
 

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving in Worship 
   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT             Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES             Michael Zehnder 
PRAISE TEAM                             Agape 
LECTORS         5 p.m. Linda Nedry; 8 a.m. Jerry Peterson; 10 a.m. Jeanette Nelson 
COMMUNION SERVER     10 a.m. Ellen Thompson   


