
GOOD AFTERNOON! WHAT’S HAPPENING (July 30)! 
 

Welcome to the Fellowship of Christ: Sunday Morning, August 1, in the 8 a.m. 
Worship, Irandira Lynn Olson, Maria Angelica Olson, Clara Maria Olson, and Adaleigh 
Ember Olson and in the 10 a.m. Worship, Elizabeth Elaine Danielson. We welcome 
these new children Of God to our family through the Rite of Holy Baptism. 
 

On August 1, one of the faithful workers on Ascension's Altar Circle will be 
retiring from that position. Phyllis McConnell, who has served on the Altar Circle for 
14 years and has been the Co-Chair for the last 9 years, will be stepping down. We 
thank Phyllis for her great dedication and her willing and joyful spirit for these many 
years. Well Done!!   
 

Do you have a desire to keep things clean and well organized? Well, if that is you, 
we are the answer to your prayers. The congregation has the need to bring together a 
number of folks who will clean and organize the kitchen at Ascension. If you are such a 
person, talk to Pastor and he'll answer your questions.        
 

Ascension is looking for a part-time staff position (compensated) for 10 hours a 
week to serve as the Youth Coordinator. If you are interested, please talk to Pastor 
John or Tom Munson. This work will begin the middle of September.   
 

Following the retirement of Kathy Johnson in December of 2020, our 
congregation has been well served by part-time workers Tricia McCulley for our 
Sunday School classes, and Anita Baresel for our Wednesday Education 
classes. Recently Christa Kirschner, our Youth Coordinator, told us she will be 
stepping back from that position the middle of September. The Church Council formed 
a committee (Tom Munson, Anita Baresel, Kathleen Wucherpfennig and Pastor John) 
to begin investigation into combining the Education and Youth Ministries and making 
this a full-time position. This committee has met a number of times to receive 
information about this possible process and welcomes input from the congregation.  
The Voters will speak to this at the regularly scheduled meeting on September 26 at 
noon. This is expected to be a called position, which will require approval by the Voters 
at a later meeting.        
 

The Preschool is currently accepting registration for 2021-2022 and we have 
openings available in both classrooms (Contact Kelly with questions: 303-794-4636, 
ext. 106 or email to director@alcpreschool.com)! 
 

Join the Denver Society of Creation for Four great talks from Dr. Jason Lisle! 
Friday, August 27 - Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, (500 Drake St., Denver) at 6 p.m. - 
“Logic and the Christian Worldview” & at 7:15 p.m. - “The Secret Code of Creation”. 
Saturday, August 28 - Trinity Lutheran Church, (425 W. Yale Ave., Denver) at 9:30 
a.m. - “The Ultimate Proof of Creation” & at 10:45 a.m. - “Astronomy Reveals Creation” 
Admission is Free! 
 

At the Church Council meeting on July 13, a number of significant matters were 
discussed. Christa Kirschner, our Youth Coordinator, offered her resignation. Christa, 
who has served our congregation for the last 4 years in this position, mentioned that 



serving as wife and mother is her primary calling in life. The needs to make the youth 
ministry successful and to lead the youth on Mission Trips, or to attend the National 
Youth gathering in the summer of 2022, is challenging to her as a young mother and 
wife. Christa will conclude her work on September 20. In light of this resignation the 
Council directed the Education Director search committee to consider making the 
position of Education Director include the responsibilities of Youth Coordinator and 
consider making this a full-time position.  
 

We heard from Roger Koester, our Trustees Co-Chair, that our custodian, Jim 
Mullane, will retire at the conclusion of this year. It was reported that our Building 
Fund has received $600,000 in the last 11 months!! $400,000 has come in 
contributions to the project and $200,000 came from various accounts that the church 
had that could be released for the project. Such strong support is an encouragement 
as we begin taking out the loan from Lutheran Church - Extension Fund to pay the 
balance of the cost of the project.   
 

Scott Luethy, Chair of the Board of Elders, told the Council that Dawn Munson 
has accepted the position of Administrative Assistant and will begin her 
responsibilities on August 23. Kathie Harvey, our long-time Administrative Assistant 
will retire from her work at the end of August.    
 

Prayer: For God's mighty hand to bring to an end this virus; For our country; For those 
who have lost jobs or been downsized; For Charmaine Rohde and her family, following 
the death of her mother, Jerry Morris on July 18; For Terry Sandrin, diagnosed with 
cancer; For Leonard Achziger, following surgery to remove part of his lung on July 27; 
For Janet Becker’s father, who is currently quite ill; For Gregg Williams, recovering at 
home; Carmen Gutierrez, following knee replacement on July 26; For Sandy Geisler, 
sister-in-law of Ed and Gwen Geisler, for successful hand surgery on July 27; For a 
friend of the Geislers, KeeLee, that the gift of faith in Jesus will come to her; For Karen 
Harris, sister of Nancy Lugton, in rehab after a serious fall; For Nadine Ginkel; For 
Carol Zeller with Interstitial Lung Disease, Rheumatoid Arthritis, and cardiac issues. 
Praise & Blessing: For Bob & Carol Stamp, celebrating their 65th wedding 
anniversary; For Kathie Harvey and her family as they return from Omaha to bring 
Jenna Kabelman home for a few weeks before she returns to Michigan to attend 
Michigan Lutheran High School in Stevensville. 
 

Calendar At-a-Glance (July 31– August 6): 
  

Saturday (7-31):        5:00 p.m. Traditional Worship with Holy Communion  
Sunday (8-1):     8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 
  9:15 a.m. Coffee Under the Trees: OPEN 
                                 10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship with Holy Communion 
Monday (8-2):     
Tuesday (8-3):   9:30 a.m. Ladies Bible Study 
Wednesday (8-4):  10:00 a.m. Mid-week Bible Study (Pastor Ginkel) 
  6:30 p.m. Agape Rehearsal 
Thursday (8-5):   
Friday (8-6):    



Flowers for July 31 & August 1 were given by Edna & Linda Achziger in loving 
memory of Jacob Achziger & Bertha Propstein!  
 

Attendance, Online Views, and Stewardship will be updated in the August 6 
Edition of What’s Happening! 
 

 

"Great things are happening with the youth at Ascension! Our VBS once again 
this year was a great success. You can get an overview by viewing the photos on the 
bulletin board near the steps by the Narthex on the office level. Many adults and youth 
enthusiastically lead kids through rotations of lessons, games, snacks, and crafts. We 
experienced wonderful times of worship in the sanctuary. Sunday after the church 
service people of all ages enjoyed a picnic lunch, fellowship, and games. This past 
Friday we had a wonderful event for middle schoolers and beyond. Dinner was served, 
there was a great Bible lesson, discussion, and plenty of games.  It's a joy to be part of 
a church that is so committed to the youth of our church as well as our entire 
community!” Kathleen Wucherpfennig 
 

Getting Closer to God is a Bible study written and taught by Pastor Don Ginkel on 
Wednesdays in the Fellowship Hall at 10 a.m. in the Narthex. Light refreshments 
served. Join us if you can. 
 

Ascension Prayer Group: “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds 
of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the Lord’s people.” Ephesians 6:18 (NIV).  We would love to have 
you join us on August 11 at 2:30 p.m. (Please note time change!) If you’d like an 
invitation to meet on Zoom to pray for our church, pastor, staff, and members please 
send me your email address. MargoALPasha@yahoo.com 
 

The Young Adult Group will be meeting at Ascension at 6:30 p.m. (2nd & 4th 
Thursday): Our next meetings will be held on August 12 & 26! If you would like to join 
us, please contact Jenna (jenna.lindeman@cune.org).  
 
 

With the title of our weekly updates called Happenings, we’d like to celebrate the 
Happenings going on in Social Ministry. AND, things are starting to HAPPEN 
again.  
 

“Prison ministry and visitation has been closed due to Covid 19 for 18 months, so our 
only contacts have been ‘indirect’...that is, we pray for those we serve, and God 
answers their needs. BUT, things are Happening again: Dave Zeller and Bob Estes 
reopened their ministries in Douglas County jail in early June. Along with these 
opportunities we have ordered 100 copies of ‘Plain Vanilla Wrapper” by Gary Skinner, 
a former inmate, and now pastor in Colorado Springs. My class in the Federal Camp 
required re-training and we hope to reopen in August. We plan to hold our annual 
collection for Angel Tree in September to provide Christmas gifts for the children of 
incarcerated parents. 
  

Lutherans for Life now has board members from three congregations: Mt. Zion, 
Peace, and Ascension. Additionally, Sara Smith of Wheat Ridge Lutheran has been 
appointed the District Life Coordinator. We support Sara’s ministry and position with 
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our funds and also, donate to Life Affirming Ministries in the metro area. Sara 
publishes a monthly on-line newsletter which you may receive. This month’s issue is 
entitled “Mercy at the Edges of Life.” One of the oldest and largest Life ministries we 
support is Alternatives Pregnancy Center. Their new and expanded headquarters is 
now in Inverness, moving from a redeveloping area of downtown. We plan to 
participate this fall in the 40 Days for Life Prayer crusade near Planned Parenthood, 
south of Ascension on Broadway. This non-confrontational prayer activity lifts up those 
seeking abortion or counseling, the staff their families and their baby to the mercy seat 
of God that He may provide a life saving and life affirming solution other than abortion.  
 

These ministries are member-friendly!!! We would love to talk to you, answer your 
questions and invite you to be a part of either of these Scripture-based opportunities to 
serve in the name of Christ. Pax Christi, Jude Donovan, email at Heyjude264@aol.com 
or call 303- 972-0873.” 
 

News from Littleton Family Services - “If you are interested in sponsoring a Littleton 
student for the 2021 Supplies for Success program, please contact us at 
megan@littletonfamilyservices.org. We will provide you with the school supply list for a 
local student and ask that you fill a brand-new backpack with their requested supplies. 
 

As always, from the bottom of our hearts, we thank you for your continued 
encouragement and support. We are so grateful to be able to continue to serve 
Littleton with love.” Megan & Missy  
 

Mission at a Glance - Ascension Foundation Directors had a unique opportunity this 
summer. We were able to have an in-person meeting with John Wolf, our mission 
project partner who is serving his Lord in Africa. John called, informing me that he was 
state-side for a very limited time and that he had about two hours to visit with our 
Board, time to re-acquaint us with his work and how our Foundation support aided his 
Christ-centered mission in North Kenya, Africa.   
 

His wife and five children are also involved in his ministry and in spite of the Covid19 
issue, they have been able to interact with all the churches under John’s management.   
With some concern for safety, john is able to travel to Nigeria, Ethiopia, Togo, Ghana, 
and other areas where LCMS is involved. This includes working with other mission 
congregations, keeping them in contact with each other, as they work together brining 
the Gospel to many.      
 

Foundation Directors left the meeting with great admiration for John and his work; they 
were humbled by comparison for John’s deep commitment to serving our Lord in 
spreading the Gospel. We will continue to stay in contact with John and support his 
work in Africa. 
 

KFUO Radio, a media ministry extension of LCMS congregations shares Christ for 
you anytime, anywhere on KFUO.org via worship services, Bible and theology studies, 
practical talk programs, and sacred music. You can find programs on-demand at 
kfuo.org and wherever you get your podcasts! Find us on social media at: 
@KFUOradio on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 
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CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: Study practical application of our 
Lutheran Confessions on Concord Matters (8/7 at 10 a.m. CT), finish the book of 
Jeremiah on Sharper Iron's "A Time to Destroy and a Time to Build" (weekdays at 8 
a.m. CT), and hear conversations about faith and family on Moments with KFUO Radio 
(weekdays at 12 p.m. CT). Find these programs on demand at kfuo.org or on the 
KFUO Radio app! 
 

Vacation Time! 
 

Just relaxing after our return from Omaha and enjoying Jenna before she returns to 
Michigan for school. Had a busy time visiting the Omaha Zoo…I rode the Skyfari chair 
lift. I met my fear of heights and won! It was great. We also walked the Bob Kerry 
Pedestrian Bridge across the Missouri…and spent many hours in the pool! 
 

Have a blessed week! (Kathie Harvey) 
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