
ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
  

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD 
LITTLETON, COLORADO 

June 27, 2021 
10 a.m. Sunday 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST/VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL WEEKEND 
 

Vacation Bible School Weekend—Anchored! 
 

As We Gather 
 

Are you rich or poor? Some people answer that question by checking their 
finances and others by considering how popular they are. Christ was rich in the 
glories of heaven but became a poor and despised human being. He did so that 
we by His poverty might become rich, joining Him in eternity. In the meantime, 
the Epistle encourages us to thank God by sharing whatever blessings He has 
given us. Moreover, both the Old Testament Reading and Gospel make clear that 
we need to keep anchored to God, who has given us all we are and have. He will 
hear our every word, for the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases. Indeed, 
both Jairus’s fervent prayer and an unnamed woman’s desperate touching of 
Jesus’ robe were both answered by our Savior. We have the ear of almighty God! 
We are rich indeed! 

 



Gathering Song        “Change My Heart, Oh God”     Espinosa 
  

Change my heart, Oh God;  
Make it ever true. 
Change my heart, Oh God;  
May I be like you. 
You are the potter;  
I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me;  
This is what I pray. 
  

 PREPARATION  
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Song           “Your Grace is Enough”     Matt Maher 
 

Great is Your faithfulness, O God;  
You wrestle with the sinner's restless heart. 
You lead us by still waters into mercy  
And nothing can keep us apart. 
  

CHORUS: So, remember Your people, Remember Your children, 
  Remember Your promise O God.  
  Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough,  
  Your grace is enough, for me. 
  

Great is Your love and justice, God of Jacob;  
You use the weak to lead the strong.  
You lead us in the song of Your salvation, 
And all Your people sing along. CHORUS 
  

Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough, 
Your grace is enough, for me.  
  

Remember Your people, Remember Your children, 
Remember Your promise O God. 
Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough, for me. 
  

Yeah, Your grace is enough; Heaven reaches out to us. 
Your grace is enough for me. 
God, I sing: Your grace is enough; I'm covered in Your love. 
Your grace is enough for me, for me. 
  

Invocation  
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 2 Corinthians 6:2, 4, 12 
 



Pastor: Confident that God’s favor is for a lifetime and that joy comes with the  
  morning, let us confess our sins to our heavenly Father. 
People: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, I admit and confess  
  my sinfulness. I have turned away from others in my thinking,   
  speaking, and doing. I have done the evil You forbid and have not  
  done the good You demand. I do repent and am truly sorry for these,  
  my sins. Have mercy on me because of the obedience of Your Son.  
  Forgive all my sins, and by the Holy Spirit, move me to serve You  
  faithfully; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
Pastor: In today’s Gospel, Jesus answered the prayers of a synagogue leader,  
  Jairus, and a sick woman because they trusted in Him. Our Lord left His  
  heavenly riches and became poor so that He could not only cure illness  
  and physical death, but by His death and resurrection offer us the riches of  
  heaven. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you  
  all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy  
  Spirit. 
People: Thanks be to God! Amen! 

 

 
 

 Word  
 

Old Testament Reading: Lamentations 3:22-33 
(Because the Lord’s steadfast love never ceases, we can hope for an end to current 
grief.) 
  

Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions 
never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. I say to 
myself, "The LORD is my portion; therefore I will wait for him."  
   

The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him;  
it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. It is good for a man to 
bear the yoke while he is young.  
   



Let him sit alone in silence, for the LORD has laid it on him. Let him bury his face 
in the dust-- there may yet be hope. Let him offer his cheek to one who would 
strike him, and let him be filled with disgrace.  
   

For men are not cast off by the Lord forever. Though he brings grief, he will 
show compassion, so great is his unfailing love. For he does not willingly bring 
affliction or grief to the children of men.  
  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
 
 

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 13-15 
(Encouragement to share monetary blessings.) 
  

And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the 
Macedonian churches. Out of the most severe trial, their  
overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I 
testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. 
Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the  
privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. And they did not do as we 
expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in  
keeping with God's will. So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a  
beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. But just as 
you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in  
complete earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also excel in this 
grace of giving. I am not commanding you, but I want to test the  
sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. For you 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might  
become rich.  
  

Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but 
that there might be equality. At the present time your plenty will supply what 
they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will 



be equality, as it is written: "He who gathered much did not have too much, and 
he who gathered little did not have too little." 
 

 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
 

Holy Gospel: Mark 5:21-43 
(Jesus heals a woman and raises Jarius’s daughter.) 
  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5th Chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
   

When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large 
crowd gathered around him while he was by the lake. Then one of the synagogue 
rulers, named Jairus, came there. Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet and pleaded 
earnestly with him, "My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands 
on her so that she will be healed and live." So Jesus went with him.  
A large crowd followed and pressed around him. And a woman was there who 
had been subject to bleeding for twelve years. She had suffered a great deal 
under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting 
better she grew worse. When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in 
the crowd and touched his cloak, because she thought, "If I just touch his 
clothes, I will be healed." Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her 
body that she was freed from her suffering.  
At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in 
the crowd and asked, "Who touched my clothes?"  
"You see the people crowding against you," his disciples answered, "and yet 
you can ask, `Who touched me?' "  
But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. Then the woman, 
knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with 
fear, told him the whole truth. He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has healed 
you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering."  
While Jesus was still speaking, some men came from the house of Jairus, the 
synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is dead," they said. "Why bother the teacher 
any more?"  
Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler, "Don't be afraid; just 
believe."  
He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of 
James. When they came to the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a 
commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly. He went in and said to them, 
"Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep." But they 
laughed at him.  
After he put them all out, he took the child's father and mother and the  
disciples who were with him, and went in where the child was. He took her by the 
hand and said to her, "Talitha koum!" (which means, "Little girl, I say to you, get 



up!"). Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years 
old). At this they were completely astonished. He gave strict orders not to let 
anyone know about this, and told them to give her something to eat. 
  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Vacation Bible School Skit and Song 
 

Song of the Day        “Cornerstone”     Myrin 
   

My hope is built on nothing less, 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness. 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly trust in Jesus' Name. 
  

CHORUS:   Christ alone. Cornerstone. 
   Weak made strong in the Savior's love. 
   Through the storm, He is Lord. Lord of all. 
  

When darkness seems to hide His face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace. 
In every high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil.  CHORUS 
  

When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
Oh may I then in Him be found. 
Dressed in His righteousness alone. 
Faultless to stand before the throne.  CHORUS 
 

Sermon  “Losing Hope, Retrieving Faith”   Pastor John Larson 
             TEXT: Lamentations 3:22-33 
 
 

Nicene Creed      Text found in the back of the Hymnal. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 

  

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord 
using... 

Peace be with you! 
 

Offering (Collected in the back, or during the service, as 
announced)  
 

Dedication of the Altar Cloth in Memory of May Bible  



 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface  
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution 
  

Lord’s Prayer   

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC     
 

“As the Deer” (Duet)                           arr. Lloyd Larson 
        Anita Baresel, Rachel Becker, soloists 
“Father Welcomes”            LSB 605 
 

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 



Closing Song    “Death Was Arrested”     Balltzglier 
 

Alone in my sorrow and dead in my sin  
Lost without hope with no place to begin 
Your love made a way to let mercy come in  
When death was arrested and my life began 
  

Ash was redeemed only beauty remains  
My orphan heart was given a name 
My mourning grew quiet my feet rose to dance 
When death was arrested and my life began 
  

CHORUS: Oh Your grace so free washes over me 
  You have made me new now life begins with You 
  It's Your endless love pouring down on us 
  You have made us new now life begins with You 
  

Released from my chains I'm a pris'ner no more  
My shame was a ransom He faithfully bore 
He cancelled my debt and He called me His friend  
When death was arrested and my life began   CHORUS 
  

Our Savior displayed on a criminal's cross  
Darkness rejoiced as though Heaven had lost 
But then Jesus arose with our freedom in hand 
That's when death was arrested 
and my life began  CHORUS 
  

Oh we're free free  
forever we're free 
Come join the song  
of all the redeemed 
Yes we're free free forever amen 
When death was arrested  
and my life began  (REPEAT) 
  

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve 
the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

Serving in Worship 
   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT             Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES         Michael Zehnder 
PRAISE TEAM         Agape 


