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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST/INDEPENDENCE DAY 
 

Mightier Than the Thorn 
 

As We Gather 
 

Today, our nation celebrates its place as the land of the free and the home of the 
brave. At times, this reality causes us to thump our chest to let the world know 
how great we are. The apostle Paul, too, could claim his place among the greats. 
Paul was “circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness, under the law blameless. But 
whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ” (Philippians 3:5–7). 
Yet, he was not mightier than the thorn. As Paul followed Jesus, he was plagued 
by a thorn in the flesh to keep him from becoming conceited. He asked God to 
take it away, and God said, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made 
perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9). So, too, God’s grace is sufficient for 
us no matter where this life takes us, because when we are weak, then we are 
strong. 



 PREPARATION  
  

Preludes     “The Stars and Stripes Forever”    John Phillip Sousa, arr. E. Power Biggs 
    “America” (10 only)             Bill Wolaver, Diana Gaide, pianist 
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn           “Before You, Lord, We Bow”       LSB 966 
 

Invocation  
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution Philippians 1:6; 2:7–8 
 

Pastor: Most merciful God, 
People: we confess to You our pride, arrogance, and boasting. Forgive us for  
  all our sins in our thoughts, words, and works for the  sake of Jesus,  
  who “made Himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born  
  in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, He humbled  
  Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a  
  cross.” 
Pastor: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us. For  
  Jesus’ sake, as a called and ordained servant  of Christ, I forgive you for all  
  of your sins of thoughts, words, and works in the name of the Father and of 
  the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: And I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you will bring it to  
  completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 
People: Amen. 
 

 Word  
 

Kyrie  

 

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For peace in our hearts and calm in our nation, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For peace among nations, growth in the Church, unity of faith, and   
  proclamation among all believers, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For ourselves gathered here and all who join us wherever they are, let us  
  pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help us in our weakness, comfort us in setbacks, and defend us from all  
  evil, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 



Hymn of Praise   “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”  LSB 849 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713 

 

Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 2:1-5 
(The prophet is sent to “a rebellious house.”) 
  

He said to me, "Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you." As he 
spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard him 
speaking to me. He said: "Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites, to a 
rebellious nation that has rebelled against me; they and their fathers have been 
in revolt against me to this very day. The people to whom I am sending you are 
obstinate and stubborn. Say to them, `This is what the Sovereign LORD says.' 
And whether they listen or fail to listen--for they are a rebellious house--they will 
know that a prophet has been among them.  
  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 33:11, 18, 22; antiphon: v. 12 
 

People: Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, 
     the people whom He has chosen as His heritage! 



Men:  The counsel of the LORD stands forever, 
    the plans of His heart to all generations. 
People: Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, 
    on those who hope in His steadfast love. 
Women: Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, 
    even as we hope in You.  
People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, 
the people whom He has chosen as His heritage! 

 

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 
(Paul endures a thorn in the flesh, but God’s power shows forth when Paul is weak.) 
  

I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, I will go on to 
visions and revelations from the Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen years 
ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the 
body I do not know--God knows. And I know that this man--whether in the body 
or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows-- was caught up to 
paradise. He heard inexpressible things, things that man is not permitted to tell. I 
will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about myself, except about 
my weaknesses. Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because 
I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than 
is warranted by what I do or say. To keep me from becoming conceited because 
of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, 
a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take 
it away from me. But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power 
is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's 
sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in 
difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.  
 

 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Alleluia Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
 

Alleluia Verse 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Mark 6:1-13 
(After people in Jesus’ hometown do not believe, He sends out the disciples, who heal 
many in other towns.) 
  



Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 6th Chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
   

Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples. When 
the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard 
him were amazed. "Where did this man get these things?" they asked. "What's 
this wisdom that has been given him, that he even does miracles! Isn't this the 
carpenter? Isn't this Mary's son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and 
Simon? Aren't his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him.  
Jesus said to them, "Only in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own 
house is a prophet without honor." He could not do any miracles there, except 
lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. And he was amazed at their 
lack of faith. Then Jesus went around teaching from village to village. Calling the 
Twelve to him, he sent them out two by two and gave them authority over evil 
spirits. These were his instructions: "Take nothing for the journey except a staff-
-no bread, no bag, no money in your belts. Wear sandals but not an extra tunic. 
Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. And if any 
place will not welcome you or listen to you, shake the dust off your feet when 
you leave, as a testimony against them." They went out and preached that 
people should repent. They drove out many demons and anointed many sick 
people with oil and healed them.  
  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message (10 a.m. ONLY)  
 

Hymn of the Day       “God of Our Fathers”             LW 501 
 

 
 



Sermon  “At Your Very Best”     Pastor John Larson 
             TEXT: II Corinthians 12:1-10 
 

Catechism  The Fourth Commandment; The Fourth Petition 
 

Pastor: Honor your father and your mother. What does this mean? 
People: We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our  
  parents and other authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them,  
  love and cherish them. 
Pastor: Give us this day our daily bread. What does this mean? 
People: God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our prayers, even  
  to all evil people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us  
  to realize this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving. 
Pastor: What is meant by daily bread? 
People: Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and  
  needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, 
  land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband or wife, devout   
  children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good    
  government, good weather, peace, health, self-control, good   
  reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God and all people according to their  
  needs. 
 

  Almighty and most holy God, we thank and praise You for all You provide  
  us freely by Your grace. We are especially thankful for the freedoms we  
  enjoy and celebrate today as we gather to worship You. Lord, in Your  
  mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: We pray for the leaders of our nation, state, and community, [especially...].  
  We acknowledge that You have placed them in these positions to govern  
  us and all people of this land. Grant them wisdom and lead them to make  
  decisions that are in line with Your will for all people. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Amid the thorns of this life, we lean on Your grace, knowing that it is   
  sufficient for us and in our weakness Your strength shines through. We ask 
  for Your grace and healing for those who grieve, [especially . . .]. We ask  
  for Your grace and healing for those struggling in body, mind, and spirit,  
  [especially . . .]. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: We live in a nation and in communities where we are thankful to have  
  brothers and sisters in Christ, yet there are also many who have either  
  disconnected from You and Your Church or who have never known You.  
  Lead us to share Your grace with others. Guide our conversations and  



  grow our relationships with those who do not share the hope we have.  
  Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: No matter where life takes us, we know we are in Your hands. So, we  
  confidently come before You as Your children and place these prayers and  
  all our concerns into Your gracious hands, in Jesus’ name. 
People: Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 

  

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using... 
Peace be with you! 

 

Offering (Collected in the back, or during the service, as announced)  
 

Music at the Offering (Organ - 8 a.m. Only)  
“Sortie on ‘National Hymn””              arr. Lani Smith 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One: Hymnal, Page 160)  
 

Proper Preface 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary…evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus (Divine Service, Setting One: Hymnal, Page 161) 
 

Words of Institution  
 

Lord’s Prayer   

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 



 

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting One: Hymnal, Page 163) 
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC     
 

“Jesus Lead Thou On”            LSB 718 
“America” (Piano – 8 a.m. ONLY)  Bill Wolaver                   Diana Gaide, pianist 
“God Bless America” (Solo – 5 p.m. & 10 a.m. ONLY)               Irving Berlin 
              Michael Zehnder, soloist 
 

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn    “God Bless Our Native Land”              LSB 965 
 

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  “Fantasia on ‘America, the Beautiful’”    Rex Koury 
 

 
 

 Serving in Worship 
   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT             Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES             Michael Zehnder 
LECTORS        Linda Nedry (5 p.m.); Larry Nisbet (8 a.m.); Jenna Lawrenz (10 a.m.) 


