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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

Fruitful Branches of the Vine Divine 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

One agricultural crop that is becoming better known in our days is the grape. 
Grapevines are everywhere in America, from New York and Virginia on the East 
Coast to California and Washington on the West Coast. Driving by a vineyard 
and seeing row after row of flourishing vines is a visually pleasant experience. 
Jesus speaks to the disciples and us that He is the true vine and we are the 
branches. He says that God looks for us to be fruit-bearing as we are grafted into 
our life-giving Lord. Through our worship together, we are nourished in 
fruitfulness by the Holy Spirit. 



 PREPARATION  
 

Prelude         “Canticle for Easter”      Gordon Slater    
   
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn         “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen”    LSB 474 
(Verses 1-4) 

 
 
 
 

 
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713 
Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713 
 
 

Invocation  
 

Confession of Sins    
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 



People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution  
 

 Word  
 

Spoken Kyrie (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

Epistle: 1 John 4:1-11 
(An exhortation to lives of Christian love.)  
  

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test 
the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into 
the world. This is how you can recognize the 
Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that 
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 
but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus 
is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you have heard is coming and 
even now is already in the world. You, dear 
children, are from God and have overcome them, 
because the one who is in you is greater than the 
one who is in the world. They are from the world 
and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the 
world, and the world listens to them. We are from 
God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but 



whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the 
Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. Dear friends, let us love one another, 
for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 
God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is 
how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear 
friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  
  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel: John 15:1-8 
(Jesus says that He is the vine and His people are the branches.)  
  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th Chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

   

"I am the true vine, and my Father 
is the gardener. He cuts off every 
branch in me that bears no fruit, 
while every branch that does bear 
fruit he prunes so that it will be 
even more fruitful. You are 
already clean because of the word 
I have spoken to you. Remain in 
me, and I will remain in you. No 
branch can bear fruit by itself; it 
must remain in the vine. Neither 
can you bear fruit unless you 
remain in me.  
  

"I am the vine; you are the 
branches. If a man remains in me 
and I in him, he will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing. If anyone does not 
remain in me, he is like a branch 
that is thrown away and withers; 
such branches are picked up, 

thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, 
ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my Father's glory, that 
you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.  
  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message (10:30 a.m. ONLY)              Jenna Lawrenz 



Hymn of the Day  “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing”              LSB 691 

 
Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713 

 

Sermon  “A Pod of P’s”      Pastor John Larson 
                     TEXT: John 15:1-8 

Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  



 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and 
the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering Offerings will be collected at the back, in the Narthex. 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)  
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the 

Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him 

thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution  
 

Lord’s Prayer   

 

People: Our Father who art in 
heaven, hallowed be Thy 
name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass 
against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 



DISTRIBUTION MUSIC     “Christ, the Word of God Incarnate”    LSB 540 
(Verses 1-4) 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713 

 

Special Music (Piano)   " Christ, the Word of God Incarnate"    Michael Cox 
 

General Communion Blessing 
 



Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn   “We Know that Christ is Raised”   LSB 603 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: © John B. Geyer. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude    “Festal Flourish”      Gordon Jacob     
(and Row by Row Dismissal) 
  

Serving in Worship 
   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT             Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES             Michael Zehnder 
ORGANIST                    Diana Gaide 


