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FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
The Battle Belongs to the Lord 
 
As We Gather 
 
Today we see the importance of God’s Word in our lives. God’s Word is what 
kept the Israelites as they entered the Promised Land. God’s Word is the sword 
of the Spirit, a portion of the armor of God we are given and told to put on. God’s 
Word leads us, protects us, and helps us fight against the evil one. 



 PREPARATION  
 

Prelude            “Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You”    Paul Manz  
           

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn       “Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You”     LSB 668 
 

Invocation  
 

Opening Sentences 
 

Pastor: Lord, the unfolding of Your words gives light. 
People: Your Word imparts understanding to the simple. 
Pastor: Keep steady our steps according to Your promise, 
People: and let no iniquity gain dominion over us. 
Pastor: Cast us not away from Your presence, 
People: and take not Your Holy Spirit from us. 
Pastor: Restore to us the joy of Your salvation, 
People: and uphold us with a willing spirit. 
 

Confession of Sins and Absolution 
 

Pastor: We are God’s people. Through His Word, He has given us wisdom and  
  understanding to follow His ways. Yet, there are times when we have   
  chosen foolishness over wisdom, willful ignorance instead of    
  understanding. Still, even now, our heavenly Father invites us to come to  
  Him and ask for forgiveness. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, 
People: we have ignored Your Word. We have lived according to our own 

commands rather than Yours. We have chosen the wisdom of the 
world instead of Your perfect wisdom. We have neglected to put on 
the full armor of God and left ourselves vulnerable to temptation and 
sin. Forgive us, create in us new hearts, and renew right spirits within 
us, so that we may follow where You are leading, for the sake of 
Jesus. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God, in His infinite wisdom and grace, sent His Son, Jesus Christ, 
to die and rise for our sins. Because of Jesus, the joy of our salvation is 
restored, and no iniquity can remain in dominion over us. Therefore, as a 
called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. We are forgiven in Christ. We have been cleansed of our sin.  
  Amen. 
 

 
 
 



 Word  
 

Kyrie – II            LSB 944  
 

 
Public domain 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of Praise (Verses 1-3)     “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”   LSB 657 
 

 
 
 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
(Moses’ encouragement to the Israelites.) 
  

Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them 
so that you may live and may go in and take possession of the land that the 
LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. Do not add to what I command you 
and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the LORD your God that I 
give you.  
  

Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the 
nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, "Surely this great nation 
is a wise and understanding people." What other nation is so great as to have 



their gods near them the way the LORD our God is near us whenever we pray to 
him? And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and 
laws as this body of laws I am setting before you today? Only be careful, and 
watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have 
seen or let them slip from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your 
children and to their children after them.  
  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: Ephesians 6:10-20 
(Put on the whole armor of God.) 
  

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of 
God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that 
when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you 
have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled 
around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your 
feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to 
all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming 
arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for 
all the saints. Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be 
given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for 
which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I 
should.  
 

 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Alleluia Verse and the Holy Gospel. 
 

Alleluia Verse John 6:68 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Mark 7:14-23 
(What defiles a person?) 
  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 7th Chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
   



Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, "Listen to me, everyone, and  
understand this. Nothing outside a man can make him `unclean' by going into 
him. Rather, it is what comes out of a man that makes him `unclean.'"  
After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about 
this parable. "Are you so dull?" he asked. "Don't you see that nothing that enters 
a man from the outside can make him `unclean'? For it doesn't go into his heart 
but into his stomach, and then out of his body." (In saying this, Jesus declared 
all foods "clean.")  
He went on: "What comes out of a man is what makes him `unclean.' For from 
within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, 
adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All 
these evils come from inside and make a man `unclean.' "  
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day      “Be Strong in the Lord”        LSB 665 
 

Sermon   “A Battle On Your Hands”      Pastor John Larson 
               Text: Ephesians 6:10-20 
 

Nicene Creed       Text found in the back of the Hymnal 
                     

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 

  

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 
 

Offering (Organ: 8 a.m. ONLY)  “A Mighty Fortress”     Mark Sedio   
 

(Collected in the back, or during the service as announced.) 
 

 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 



 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface  
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all  
  places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Lord. He is the Word made flesh who has   
  brought wisdom and light into our world of darkness and ignorance.   
  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven  
  we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and  
  saying: 
 

Sanctus - O Holy, Holy, Holy Lord   Creative Worship Pentecost 12B  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110000713 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Words of Institution  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  
  come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day  
  our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
  us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen. 



Agnus Dei - O Lamb of God and Bread of Life  Creative Worship Pentecost 12B 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110000713 
Tune: Public domain 

 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC   
 

“Fight the Good Fight”          LSB 664        
 

Special Music (Organ)   “Fight the Good Fight”       Michael Burkhardt  

 

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn   “Onward Christian Soldiers”                  LSB 662 
 

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   “Onward Christian Soldiers”     George E. Whiting  

 

Serving in Worship 
   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT             Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES             Michael Zehnder 
PRAISE TEAM                              Agape 
LECTORS                5 p.m. Linda Nedry; 8 a.m. Scott Luethy; 10 a.m. Mike Reimnitz 
COMMUNION SERVER                        10 a.m. Ellen Thompson  


