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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Traditions Versus Truth 
 

As We Gather 
 

Today we consider the temple, the place where God’s people worshiped and 
prayed for generations. The temple in Jerusalem was destroyed more than once. 
Worshiping in the temple was a tradition passed down from generation to 
generation, but the temple was razed to the ground. In our lives, we build up our 
own temples, our own idols, our own human-made traditions that likewise need 
to be razed to the ground. But we will always find that what remains when our 
creations are destroyed is someone uncreated—Jesus Himself. He is the one 
true tradition that must be passed down by every generation. 



Gathering Song        “The Potter’s Hand”        Zschech, BOB 213 
      

Beautiful Lord, wonderful Savior, I know for sure, all of my days are held in Your hand; 
Crafted into Your perfect plan. 
  

You gently call me into Your presence, Guiding me by Your Holy Spirit; 
Teach me, dear Lord, to live all of my life through Your eyes. 
  

I'm captured by Your holy calling,  Set me apart, I know You're drawing me to Yourself; 
Lead me, Lord, I pray. 
  

CHORUS: Take me, mold me, use me, fill me;  
  I give my life to the Potter's hand. 
  Call me, guide me, lead me, walk beside me; 
  I give my life to the Potter's hand. 
  

You gently call me into Your presence, Guiding me by Your Holy Spirit; 
Teach me, dear Lord, to live all of my life through Your eyes. 
  

I'm captured by Your holy calling, Set me apart, I know You're drawing me to Yourself;  
Lead me, Lord, I pray. CHORUS X2 

 

 PREPARATION  
Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn       “Everyday”          Houston 
 

What to say it’s You who gave me life and I  
Can’t explain just how much you mean to me now That You have saved me Lord  
I give all that I am to You That ev’ryday I can be a light that shines your name 
  

Everyday Lord I’ll learn to stand upon Your Word and I pray that I,  
that I may come to know You more That You would guide me in every single step I 
take that Everyday I can be Your light unto the world 
  

CHORUS: Ev’ryday it’s You I’ll live for  
  Ev’ryday I’ll follow after You 
  Ev’ryday I’ll walk with You My Lord 
  

Everyday Lord I’ll learn to stand upon Your Word and I pray that I,  
that I may come to know You more That You would guide me in every single step I 
take that Everyday I can be Your light unto the world  CHORUS 
  

BRIDGE: It’s You I live for ev’ryday  
  It’s You I live for ev’ryday  
  It’s You I live for ev’ryday 
  

CHORUS: Ev’ryday it’s You I’ll live for  
  Ev’ryday I’ll follow after You 
  Ev’ryday I’ll walk with You My Lord (2X) 
  

It’s You I live for ev’ryday 
  



Invocation  
 

Exhortation 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive  
  our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession of Sins and Absolution 
 

Pastor: Indeed, it is good to be here, worshiping the Lord and receiving His gifts for 
  our forgiveness, life, and salvation. Yet, we must admit that there have  
  been times when we have taken God for granted. There have been times  
  when we have created our own religious, political, and social traditions and  
  given those human-made traditions more attention than Jesus. Still, our  
  heavenly Father invites us to come to Him and ask for forgiveness. 
 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, 
People: we confess that we have not always looked to You for all good. We  
  have created idols for ourselves. We confess our sins of thought,  
  word, and deed. Forgive us, Father, for these weak failures. Renew us  
  and lead us, so that we follow You and look to You for all good, for  
  the sake of Jesus. Amen. 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for You and  
  because of Jesus forgives You all Your sins. As a called and ordained  
  servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins  
  in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. We are forgiven in Christ. He is our true inheritance forever.  
  Amen. 
 

 Word  
 

Isaiah 29:11–19 
(Isaiah’s vision of God turning things upside down.) 
  

For you this whole vision is nothing but words sealed in a scroll. And if you give 
the scroll to someone who can read, and say to him, "Read this, please," he will 
answer, "I can't; it is sealed." Or if you give the scroll to someone who cannot 
read, and say, "Read this, please," he will answer, "I don't know how to read."  
   

The Lord says:  
   

"These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is made up only of rules 
taught by men. Therefore once more I will astound these people with wonder 
upon wonder; the wisdom of the wise will perish, the intelligence of the 
intelligent will vanish."  
Woe to those who go to great depths to hide their plans from the LORD, who do 
their work in darkness and think, "Who sees us? Who will know?"  
You turn things upside down, as if the potter were thought to be like the clay!  



Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, "He did not make me"?  
Can the pot say of the potter, "He knows nothing"?  
   

In a very short time, will not Lebanon be turned into a fertile field and the fertile 
field seem like a forest? In that day the deaf will hear the words of the scroll, and 
out of gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see. Once more the humble 
will rejoice in the LORD; the needy will rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.  
  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: Ephesians 5:22–33 
(Submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.) 
  

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.  
Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of 
the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 
Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their 
husbands in everything.  
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up 
for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the 
word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle 
or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands ought 
to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 
After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as 
Christ does the church-- for we are members of his body. "For this reason a man 
will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 
become one flesh." This is a profound mystery--but I am talking about Christ and 
the church. However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves 
himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 
 

 Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
 

Holy Gospel: Mark 7:1–13 
(The Pharisees argue with Jesus about traditions.) 
  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 6th Chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
   

The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from 
Jerusalem gathered around Jesus and saw some of his disciples eating food 
with hands that were "unclean," that is, unwashed. (The Pharisees and all the 
Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to 
the tradition of the elders. When they come from the marketplace they do not eat 
unless they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the washing 
of cups, pitchers and kettles.) So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked 



Jesus, "Why don't your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders 
instead of eating their food with `unclean' hands?"  
He replied, "Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is 
written:  
  

" `These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.  
They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.'  
  

You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of 
men."  
And he said to them: "You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of 
God in order to observe your own traditions! For Moses said, `Honor your father 
and your mother,' and, `Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to 
death.' But you say that if a man says to his father or mother: `Whatever help 
you might otherwise have received from me is Corban' (that is, a gift devoted to 
God), then you no longer let him do anything for his father or mother. Thus you 
nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And you do 
many things like that."  
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message    
 

Song of the Day      “The Heart of Worship”      Redman; BOB 209 
 

When the music fades, all is stripped away,  
and I simply come;  
Longing just to bring something  
that's of worth that will bless Your heart. 
  

CHORUS: I'll bring You more than a song,  
  For a song in itself is not what You have required. 
  You search much deeper within  
  through the way things appear; 
  You're looking into my heart. 
  I'm coming back to the heart of worship, 
  And it's all about You, all about You, Jesus. 
  I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it, 
  When it's all about You, all about You, Jesus. 
  

King of endless worth, no one could express  
how much You deserve.  
Though I'm weak and poor,  
all I have is Yours, ev'ry single breath. CHORUS 
  

Sermon   “What Does God Want?”      Pastor John Larson 
                    Text: Isaiah 29:11-19 
 



Apostles’ Creed       Text found in the back of the Hymnal 
                     

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 

  

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 
 

(Collected in the back, or during the service as announced.) 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface  
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Words of Institution  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  
  come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day  
  our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
  us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DISTRIBUTION MUSIC   
 

“Let it be Said of Us”         Fry; BOB 141        
 

Let it be said of us that the Lord was our passion, 
That with gladness we bore every cross we were given; 
That we fought the good fight, and we finished the course; 
Knowing within us the power of the risen Lord. 
  

CHORUS:  Let the cross be our glory and the Lord be our song! 
By mercy made holy, by the Spirit made strong. 
Let the cross be our glory and the Lord be our song! 
Till the likeness of Jesus be through us made known. 
Let the cross be our glory and the Lord be our song. 

  

Let it be said of us, we were marked by forgiveness; 
We were known by our love and delighted in mercy; 
We were ruled by His peace, heeding unity’s call, 
Joined as one body that Christ would be seen by all. 
  

“Give Thanks”                Smith; BOB 65 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart.  
Give thanks to the Holy One. 
Give thanks because He's given  
Jesus Christ His Son. 
Give thanks with a grateful heart.  
Give thanks to the Holy One. 
Give thanks because He's given  
Jesus Christ His Son. 
  

And now let the weak say I am strong. 
Let the poor say I am rich, 
Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
And now let the weak say I am strong. 
Let the poor say I am rich, 
Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
Give thanks. Give thanks. 
  

General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

 



Closing Song   “Lord, Reign in Me”                      Brown 
 

Over all the earth, You reign on high, every mountain stream, every sunset sky. 
But my one request, Lord, my only aim is that You’d reign in me again. 
  

CHORUS: Lord, reign in me, reign in Your power; 
  over all my dreams, in my darkest hour. 
  You are the Lord of all I am, 
  so won’t You reign in me again. 
  

Over every thought, over every word, may my life reflect the beauty of my Lord; 
‘Cause You mean more to me than any earthly thing. So won’t you reign in me again. 
CHORUS X2 
 

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
  

 

 
 
 

Serving in Worship 
   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT             Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES             Michael Zehnder 
PRAISE TEAM                              Agape 
LECTORS                                               8 a.m. Tom Munson; 10 a.m. Jude Donovan 
COMMUNION SERVER                           10 a.m. Jude Donovan  


