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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

By This We Know Love 
 

AS WE GATHER  
 

We hear so many mixed messages of what love is. Popular songs from the past 
decades or even more contemporary ones tell of what love can and should be; 
poems, memes, and other influences also are commonly read and seen; even 
our own emotions and feelings strive to tell us what love is and should feel like. 
Despite all these mixed messages, our Lord tells us how we are to know real and 
perfect love. In our Epistle we hear, “By this we know love, that Jesus laid down 
His life for us” (1 John 3:16). Today, we focus on the fact that as our Good 
Shepherd, Jesus has laid down His life for His sheep. By that sacrifice on the 
cross and Easter victory, we can rejoice in a perfect love that lasts and an 
unconditional love that forgives as our Good Shepherd continues to guide, lead, 
and direct us through all our days. 



Gathering Song   Living Hope      Wickham-Johnson 
  

How great the chasm that lay between us 
How high the mountain I could not climb 
In desperation, I turned to heaven 
And spoke Your name into the night 
Then through the darkness, Your loving-kindness 
Tore through the shadows of my soul 
The work is finished, the end is written 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 
  

Who could imagine so great a mercy? 
What heart could fathom such boundless grace? 
The God of ages stepped down from glory 
To wear my sin and bear my shame 
The cross has spoken, I am forgiven 
The King of kings calls me His own 
Beautiful Savior, I'm Yours forever 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 
  

CHORUS: Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free 
  Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me 
  You have broken every chain 
  There's salvation in Your name 
  Jesus Christ, my living hope (TWICE) 
  

Then came the morning that sealed the promise 
Your buried body began to breathe 
Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion 
Declared the grave has no claim on me 
  

Then came the morning that sealed the promise 
Your buried body began to breathe 
Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion 
Declared the grave has no claim on me 
Jesus, Yours is the victory, (whoa!)  CHORUS (ONCE) 
  

Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free 
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me 
You have broken every chain 
There's salvation in Your name 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 
Oh God, You are my living hope 
  

 PREPARATION  
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 



Opening Song  Lord, I Lift Your Name on High     Founds 
  

Lord, I Lift Your name on high;  
Lord, I love to sing Your praises. 
I’m so glad You’re in my life;  
I’m so glad You came to save us. 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay. 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 
Lord, I lift Your name on high 
 

Invocation  
 

Opening Sentences 1 John 3:16a, 24; John 10:11, adapted 
 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Pastor: By this we know love, 
People: that He laid down His life for us. 
Pastor: “I am the good shepherd,” says the Lord. 
People: The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 
Pastor: Whoever keeps His commandments abides in God, and God in him. 
People: And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has  
  given us. 
 

Confession of Sins    
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess  
  that we are by nature sinful and  
  unclean. We have sinned against 
  You in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done and by  
  what we have left undone. We  
  have not loved You with our  
  whole heart; we have not loved  
  our neighbors as ourselves. We  
  justly deserve Your present and 
  eternal punishment. For the sake 
  of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have  
  mercy on us. Forgive us, renew  
  us, and lead us, so that we may  
  delight in Your will and walk in  
  Your ways to the glory of Your  
  holy name. Amen. 
 

Absolution  
 



 WORD  
 
Epistle: 1 John 3:16-24 
(Love one another.)  
 

This is how we know what love is: Jesus 
Christ laid down his life for us. And we 
ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 
If anyone has material possessions and 
sees his brother in need but has no pity on 
him, how can the love of God be in him? 
Dear children, let us not love with words or 
tongue but with actions and in truth. This 
then is how we know that we belong to the 
truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in 
his presence whenever our hearts condemn 
us. For God is greater than our hearts, and 
he knows everything.  
Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn 
us, we have confidence before God and 
receive from him anything we ask, because 
we obey his commands and do what pleases 
him. And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, 
and to love one another as he commanded us. Those who obey his commands 
live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know 
it by the Spirit he gave us.  
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel: John 10:11-18 
(Jesus the Good Shepherd.) 
  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 18th Chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
   

"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the 
wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the 
flock and scatters it. The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares 
nothing for the sheep.  
"I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep. I 
have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too 
will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. The 
reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life--only to take it up again. No 
one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it 



down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my 
Father."  
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message         Christa Kirschner 
 

Hymn of the Day They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love       Scholtes 
 

We are one in the Spirit 
We are one in the Lord 
We are one in the Spirit 
We are one in the Lord 
And we pray that all unity 
May one day be restored 
 

CHORUS: And they'll know we are Christians 
   By our love, By our love 
   Yes, they'll know we are Christians 
   By our love 
 

We will walk with each other 
We will walk hand in hand 
We will walk with each other 
We will walk hand in hand 
And together we'll spread the news 
That God is in our land  CHORUS 
  

We will work with each other 
We will work side by side 
We will work with each other 
We will work side by side 
And we'll guard each man's dignity 
And save each man's pride  CHORUS 
 

All praise to the Father 
From whom all things come 
And all praise to Christ Jesus His only son 
And all praise to the Spirit 
Who makes us one  CHORUS 
  

Sermon  “All In”       Pastor John Larson 
                 TEXT: I John 3:16-24 
 

Catechism  Explanation of the First Article 
 

Pastor: Shepherds provide for all the needs of their flock. Out of His love, our  
  creating God provides not only for our spiritual needs of faith and   
  forgiveness, but also for all that we need for our physical, emotional, and  



  social well-being. Believing in God the Father as creator of all is the focus  
  of the Small Catechism’s explanation of the First Article of the Apostles’  
  Creed, which we confess together: 
People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
Pastor: What does this mean? 
People: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given  
  me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and 
  all my senses, and still takes care of them. 
 

  He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and   
  home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and  
  daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 
 

  He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from  
  all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and  
  mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty 
  to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 
 

  This is most certainly true. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering Offerings will be collected at the back, in the Narthex. 
 

 
 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  

    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 
 SACRAMENT  

  

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution  
 



Lord’s Prayer   
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC      
 

Let It Be Said Of Us            Fry 
  

Let it be said of us that the Lord was our passion, 
That with gladness we bore every cross we were given; 
That we fought the good fight, and we finished the course; 
Knowing within us the power of the risen Lord. 
  

CHORUS:  Let the cross be our glory and the Lord be our song! 
  By mercy made holy, by the Spirit made strong. 
  Let the cross be our glory and the Lord be our song! 
  Till the likeness of Jesus be through us made known. 
  Let the cross be our glory and the Lord be our song. 
  

Let it be said of us, we were marked by forgiveness; 
We were known by our love and delighted in mercy; 
We were ruled by His peace, heeding unity’s call, 
Joined as one body that Christ would be seen by all. 
  

“Jesus Loves Me”         LSB 588 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 



General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction  1 John 3:16a; John 10:11; Hebrews 13:20; Numbers 6:24–26 
 

Pastor: By this we know love, 
People: that He laid down His life for us. 
Pastor: “I am the good shepherd,” says the Lord. 
People: The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 
Pastor: Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord  
  Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal   
  covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do His will, working 
  in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be  
  glory forever and ever. 
People: Amen. 
 

Closing Song  God’s Not Dead ( Like a Lion)     Daniel Bashta 
  

Let love explode and bring the dead to life 
A love so bold to see a revolution somehow  REPEAT 
  

Now I'm lost in Your freedom  
Oh this world I'll overcome 
  

CHORUS:      My God's not dead He's surely alive 
      He's living on the inside roaring like a lion 
              God's not dead He's surely alive 
      He's living on the inside roaring like a lion, 
      Roaring, He's roaring, He's roaring like a lion 
  

Let hope arise and make the darkness hide 
My faith is dead I need a resurrection somehow  REPEAT 
  

Now I'm lost in Your freedom Oh this world I'll overcome  CHORUS 
  

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God.  
(and Row by Row Dismissal)  

 
 
 
 

Serving in Worship 
  
   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT  Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES Michael Zehnder 
PRAISE TEAM     Agape  


