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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

The God Who Makes Us Strong 
 

AS WE GATHER (based on Ephesians 6:10-21) 
 

Today, Pastor Larson concludes his 12-week sermon 
series on the book of Ephesians which has taken us 
through a host of practical issues for Christian living. 
We thank him for guiding us through this book full of 
practical application for our lives! 
 

When you hear or read the daily news and live through the challenges of life 
(especially this past crazy year with the health and mental challenges of Covid-
19, financial upheaval, racial uprisings, tense political disagreements, mass 
murder and so much more!) it sometimes feels like "the devil, the world and our 
flesh" (our three great enemies according to Luther) are winning the day. 
Fortunately, Scripture does not at all agree with such a negative assessment of 
our current situation. Quite the opposite, Paul concludes the letter to Ephesians 
with a WINNING STRATEGY for Christian living no matter what craziness 
surrounds us and we need this Word of God now more than ever!  He concludes 
his book with FIGHTING words - WINNING words: "Be STRONG in the Lord and 
in His MIGHTY POWER." This is no mere pious Christian wish. Christians are not 
to be namby-pamby, passive milquetoast victims of the madness we experience 
going on around us. Rather, we are to be like WARRIORS who are DRESSED 
FOR BATTLE. The song in our hearts should be "Onward Christian SOLDIERS, 
Marching as to WAR." Paul warns and reminds us we are not fighting mere 
fleshly battles but against a powerful unseen enemy: "against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms."  
 

We have a powerful enemy, but we have a more powerful God, and He has given 
us both defensive and offensive weapons more than adequate for the challenges 
we face. Twice in our reading Paul says to "put on the FULL armor of God." 
Repetition is a way of getting our attention and getting us into action. So, get 
ready to dress for battle as Pastor Larson explains to us not only our defensive 
weapons of "truth," "righteousness," "readiness that comes from the gospel of 
peace," the "shield of faith," the "helmet of salvation" but also our most powerful 
OFFENSIVE weapon: the "sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God." On top 



of that we are to "pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and 
requests" requesting the power of the Lord and the help of His angel armies, so 
never forget that all-important petition in the Lord's Prayer: "But deliver us from 
evil!"  So, "fear not, little flock for your Father has chosen to give you the 
Kingdom" (Luke 12:32). 
 

Follow-up to Ephesians: As Pastor said in his sermon last week, so many of the 
topics in Ephesians are also addressed in similar fashion in the book of 
Colossians.  It is only 4 chapters long and easily read in one sitting. You might 
want to read through Ephesians once more in your daily devotions and then cap 
it off by reading the book of Colossians to further drive these truths into your 
heart, your prayers and your living. 
 
 

Gathering Song  Death Was Arrested    Kersh/Coker/Balltzglier/Smith 
   

Alone in my sorrow and dead in my sin  
Lost without hope with no place to begin 
Your love made a way to let mercy come in  
When death was arrested and my life began 
  

Ash was redeemed only beauty remains  
My orphan heart was given a name 
My mourning grew quiet my feet rose to dance 
When death was arrested and my life began 
  

CHORUS: Oh Your grace so free washes over me 
  You have made me new now life begins with You 
  It's Your endless love pouring down on us 
  You have made us new now life begins with You 
  

Released from my chains I'm a pris'ner no more  
My shame was a ransom He faithfully bore 
He cancelled my debt and He called me His friend 
When death was arrested and my life began   CHORUS 
  

Our Savior displayed on a criminal's cross  
Darkness rejoiced as though Heaven had lost 
But then Jesus arose with our freedom in hand 
That's when death was arrested and my life began  CHORUS 
  

Oh we're free free forever we're free  
Come join the song of all the redeemed 
Yes we're free free forever amen  
When death was arrested and my life began  (REPEAT) 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

Pastoral Greeting 
 



Opening Song  The Battle Belongs To the Lord   
  

In heavenly armor we'll enter the land; The battle belongs to the Lord. 
No weapon that's fashioned against us will stand; The battle belongs to the Lord. 
 

CHORUS: And we sing glory, honor,  power and strength to the Lord! 
  We sing glory, honor, power and strength to the Lord! 
 

When the power of darkness comes in like a flood; The battle belongs to the Lord. 
He'll raise up a standard, the pow'r of His blood; The battle belongs to the Lord.  
CHORUS 
 

When Your enemy presses in hard, do not fear; The battle belongs to the Lord. 
Take courage, my friend, your redemption is near; The battle belongs to the Lord.  
CHORUS X2 
 

Invocation  
 

Opening Sentences Psalm 16:11b; 30:1–3 
 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Pastor: In Your presence there is fullness of joy; 
People: at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
Pastor: I will extol You, O LORD, for You have drawn me up 
People: and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 
Pastor: O LORD my God, I cried to You for help, and You have healed me. 
People: O LORD, You have brought up my soul from Sheol; You restored me to 
  life from among those who go down to the pit. 
 

Confession and Absolution 1 John 3:1; Psalm 30:4–5; 16:11b 
 

Pastor: “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called  
  children of God; and so we are.” Gracious Lord, by Your name You have  
  called us Your own children, and we are to pray, praise, and give thanks to  
  You. 
People: Yet we often choose not to see the love You have given to us, letting  
  other things of this world impede our vision of Your mercy and grace  
  in Christ. We do not always live as You have called us to be as Your  
  children. 
Pastor: We confess our sins to God in repentance, turning from those things that  
  lead us away, turning back to You in the love You’ve shown. 
 

Pastor: Almighty and ever-compassionate Lord, 
People: we are by nature sinful and unclean. We confess our many failures as  
  we have not followed You joyfully and trustingly. We have not loved  
  others as You have first loved us, and our thoughts, words, and   
  deeds have not been pleasing to You. Forgive us, renew us, and lead  
  us to delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your  
  holy name. 



Pastor: Sing praises to the Lord, O you His saints, 
People: and give thanks to His holy name. 
Pastor: For His anger is but for a moment, and His favor is for a lifetime. 
People: Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 
 

  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Pastor: In Your presence there is fullness of joy; 
People: at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
Pastor: “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called  
  children of God; and so we are.” As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
  and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the  
  Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. As His children, may He  
  keep you in His grace by the Holy Spirit and grant you a renewed life on  
  earth and finally a triumphant life with Him in heaven forever, through Jesus 
  Christ, our Lord. Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 
 

 WORD  
 

Epistle: Ephesians 6:10-23 
(Life in the Spirit requires putting on the 
armor of Godif we are to stand against 
everything the devil, the world, and our 
flesh throws against us.) 
 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in 
his mighty power. Put on the full 
armor of God, so that you can take 
your stand against the devil’s 
schemes. For our struggle is not 
against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of 
this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms. Therefore put on the full 
armor of God, so that when the day 
of evil comes, you may be able to 
stand your ground, and after you 
have done everything, to 
stand. Stand firm then, with the belt 
of truth buckled around your 
waist, with the breastplate of 
righteousness in place, and with 

your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In 



addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all 
the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with 
all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the saints.  
Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so 
that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should. 
 

Tychicus, the dear brother and faithful servant in the Lord, will tell you 
everything, so that you also may know how I am and what I am doing. I am 
sending him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are, and 
that he may encourage you. 
Peace to the brothers, and love with faith from God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 24:36-49 
(Amid disciples’ doubts, the resurrected Christ affirms the fulfillment of God’s Word.)  
  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 24th Chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
   

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and 
said to them, "Peace be with you."  
They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, 
"Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my 
hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh 
and bones, as you see I have."  
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they still 
did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, "Do you have 
anything here to eat?" They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and 
ate it in their presence.  
He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything 
must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and 
the Psalms."  
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told 
them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on 
the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I 
am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you 
have been clothed with power from on high."  
  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 



Children’s Message         Jenna Lawrenz 
 

Hymn of the Day  Whom Shall I Fear God of Angel Armies     Tomlin 
  

You hear me when I call. You are my morning song. 
Though darkness fills the night, it cannot hide the light.  
Whom shall I fear? 
  

You crush the enemy under my feet. 
You are my sword and shield, though troubles linger still.  
Whom shall I fear? 
  

CHORUS:  I know who goes before me, I know who stands behind: 
  The God of angel armies is always by my side! 
  The One who reigns forever, He is a friend of mine. 
  The God of angel armies is always by my side! 
  

My strength is in your name, for you alone can save. 
You will deliver me. Yours is the victory. 
Whom shall I fear? Whom shall I fear? CHORUS 
  

And nothing formed against me shall stand! 
You hold the whole world in Your hands. 
I’m holding on to your promises; You are faithful, You are faithful. 
  

And nothing formed against me shall stand! 
You hold the whole world in Your hands. 
I’m holding on to your promises; You are faithful, You are faithful,  
You are faithful. CHORUS X2 
   

The God of angel armies is always by my side! 
  

Sermon “The God Who Makes Us Strong”       Pastor John Larson 
            TEXT: Ephesians 6:10-23 
 

Apostles' Creed  
 

People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And  
  in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
  Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third  
  day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
  the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come  
  to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy  
  Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,      
  the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 



Offering Offerings will be collected at the back, in the Narthex. 
 

 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  
    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 

 SACRAMENT  
  

Preface (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Words of Institution  
 

Lord’s Prayer   
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC      
 

Worthy Is the Lamb         Darlene Zschech 
  

Thank you for the cross, Lord. Thank you for the price you paid. 
Bearing all my sin and shame, in love you came And gave Amazing Grace. 
 

Thank you for this love, Lord. 
Thank you for the nail-pierced hands. 
Wash me in Your cleansing flow, now all I know...Your forgiveness and embrace. 
 

Worthy is the Lamb Seated on the throne. 
We crown You now with many crowns You reign victorious! 
High and lifted up Jesus, Son of God. 
The darling of Heaven, crucified...Worthy is the Lamb. 
  



General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One) 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you 

       and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Song  God’s Not Dead ( Like a Lion)     Daniel Bashta 
  

Let love explode and bring the dead to life 
A love so bold to see a revolution somehow  REPEAT 
  

Now I'm lost in Your freedom  
Oh this world I'll overcome 
  

CHORUS:      My God's not dead He's surely alive 
      He's living on the inside roaring like a lion 
              God's not dead He's surely alive 
      He's living on the inside roaring like a lion, 
      Roaring, He's roaring, He's roaring like a lion 
  

Let hope arise and make the darkness hide 
My faith is dead I need a resurrection somehow  REPEAT 
  

Now I'm lost in Your freedom Oh this world I'll overcome  CHORUS 
  

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God.  
(and Row by Row Dismissal)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving in Worship 
  
   

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT   Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES Michael Zehnder 
PRAISE TEAM     Youth Band 
PERCUSSION     Nicole Saiz 


