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FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 

HOPE 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Advent is a season for us to grow in hope. We gather amid a world that in many ways 
seems hopeless. Extremists on both ends of the political spectrum seem to control 
almost everything we hear, read, and see. Deep divisions over race, politics, and 
economics loom over us like a dark storm cloud. How can the Church possibly make a 
difference in all of this? Today’s Readings acknowledge the distress and fear that the 
world’s foundations are being shaken. And right in the middle of it all, there is hope. 
Jesus says, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away” (Luke 
21:33). The prophet Jeremiah declares God’s promise to restore His people and all 
creation. If we were left to ourselves, there would be little room for such hope. But God 
does not leave us alone. By His Word and Sacraments, God establishes our hearts 
and prepares us for Jesus’ coming final restoration. Until that day, we wait, we pray, we 
hope. 



 PREPARATION  
 

Gathering Song   “Hosanna”                      Tuttle 
  

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 
Lord, we lift up Your name, With hearts full of praise; 
Be exalted, oh Lord my God! Hosanna in the highest! 
  

Glory! Glory! Glory to the King of kings! 
Glory! Glory! Glory to the King of kings! 
Lord, we lift up Your name, With hearts full of praise; 
Be exalted, oh Lord my God! Glory to the King of kings! 
  

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 
Lord, we lift up Your name, With hearts full of praise; 
Be exalted, oh Lord my God! Hosanna in the highest! 
  

Pastoral Greeting 
 

Opening Song    “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                        LSB 357 
                           Verses 1-2, 4-5  
 

Invocation  
 

OPENING SENTENCES Jeremiah 33:14–15; Luke 21:27, 33, adapt. 
 
Pastor: The LORD says, “I will fulfill the promise I made to the houses of Israel and 

Judah.” 
People: We thank You, O Lord! 
 
Pastor: The LORD says, “My righteous Branch will cause justice and righteousness 

to spring up.” 
People: We adore You, O Lord! 
 
Pastor: The LORD says, “You will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power 

and great glory.” 
People: We praise You, O Lord! 
 
Pastor: The LORD says, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never 

pass away.” 
People: We worship You, O Lord! 
 



                               
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

One Advent candle is lit. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 

O Lord, let the lighting of this candle signify that You are the light that 
shines in all the darkness of our lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, 
guide us all to reflect Your light and let it shine; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

“We Light the Advent Candle”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CCLI no. 1932152 



 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 25:6–7 
 

Pastor: Having emerged from the waters of Baptism as God’s new creation in 
Christ, we confess our sins to God and one another. 

 

A time of silence is observed. 
 

Pastor: We confess to You, O Lord, that we are captive to sin in thought, word, and 
deed. We have neither loved You with our whole heart nor loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. 

People: Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, for they have 
been from of old. 

 

Pastor: Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
People: according to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of Your 

goodness, O LORD! 
 

HYMN “Kyrie for the Four Sundays in Advent”       
  
  
  
   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 2015 Stephen M. Fearing. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110000713 

 

 Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 



and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 People: Amen. 
 

 WORD  
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
(The prophet Jeremiah foresees a day when God would come to bring righteousness 
to His people.) 
  

"‘The days are coming,' declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the gracious 
promise I made to the houe of Israel and to the house of Judah. In those days 
and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David's line; he will 
do what is just and right in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and 
Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the name by which it will be called: The 
LORD Our Righteousness.' “ 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
(Paul reminds us that God can cause us to 
abound in love for one another as we await the 
coming of the Lord.) 
  

How can we thank God enough for you in 
return for all the joy we have in the presence 
of our God because of you? Night and day 
we pray most earnestly that we may see you 
again and supply what is lacking in your 
faith. Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way 
for us to come to you. May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for 
each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. May he strengthen 
your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God 
and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. 

 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please rise for the Holy Gospel. 
                                                               

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Gospel: Luke 21:25-36 
  

"There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be 
in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. Men will 
faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the 



heavenly bodies will be shaken. At that time they will see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things begin to 
take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near." He told them this parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the 
trees. When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that 
summer is near. Even so, when you see these things happening, you know 
that the kingdom of God is near. "I tell you the truth, this generation will 
certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. "Be careful, or 
your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the 
anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. For 
it will come upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth. Be 
always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is 
about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man."  
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message                Pastor John Larson 
 

Song of the Day      “Everlasting God”             Brown/Riley 
 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 
Wait upon the Lord We will wait upon the Lord 
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 
Wait upon the Lord We will wait upon the Lord  
  

Our God You reign forever Our Hope our strong Deliv'rer   
  

CHORUS: You are the everlasting God The everlasting God  
You do not faint You won't grow weary 
You're the defender of the weak You comfort those in need 
You lift us up on wings like eagles   

  
 

Sermon   “Thanks, Life and Love”               Pastor John Larson 
          Text: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
 

Apostles’ Creed          (Text found in the back of the hymnal) 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy … 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

 



Sharing of the Peace 
                  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you  always. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using...Peace be with you! 

 

Offering (received in the back of the church or during the service as announced)  

          
 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  

    

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. 
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a 
word of affirmation and belief. 

 
 SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE  2 Timothy 4:22                
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
                                             

Words of Institution  
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come,  
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
  give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.  
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen.        

                    

Distribution Music    “How Far”           Matt Redman 
               Bri Fort, soloist 
 
    
 



“Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me”                   Robinson/Thompson/Farren 
 

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer  
There is no more for heaven now to give 
He is my joy my righteousness and freedom  
My steadfast love my deep and boundless peace 
 

To this I hold my hope is only Jesus  
For my life is wholly bound to his 
Oh how strange and divine I can sing all is mine  
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
 

The night is dark but I am not forsaken  
For by my side the Saviour he will stay 
I labour on in weakness and rejoicing  
For in my need his power is displayed 
 

To this I hold my Shepherd will defend me  
Through the deepest valley he will lead 
Oh the night has been won and I shall overcome  
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
 

No fate I dread I know I am forgiven  
The future sure the price it has been paid 
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon  
And he was raised to overthrow the grave 
 

To this I hold my sin has been defeated  
Jesus now and ever is my plea 
Oh the chains are released I can sing I am free  
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
 

With every breath I long to follow Jesus  
For he has said that he will bring me home 
And day by day I know he will renew me  
Until I stand with joy before the throne 
 

To this I hold my hope is only Jesus  
All the glory evermore to him 
When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat  
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
 

When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I but through Christ in me   
Yet not I but through Christ in me 

 
 
 
 



General Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction  1 Thessalonians 3:12–13; Numbers 6:24–26 
 

Pastor: May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and 
for all, . . . so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness 
before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His 
saints. 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Song         “He Reigns”                                   Furler/Taylor 
  

It’s the song of the redeemed rising from the African plain. 
It’s the song of the forgiven drowning out the Amazon rain. 
The song of Asian believers filled with God’s holy fire. 
It’s ev’ry tribe, ev’ry tongue, ev’ry nation; A love song born of a grateful choir. 
  

Chorus: It’s all God’s children singing: 
              “Glory, glory, hallelujah! He reigns, He reigns!” 
    It’s all God’s children singing: 
  “Glory, glory, hallelujah! He reigns, He reigns!” 
  

Let it rise above the four winds, caught up in the heavenly sound. 
Let praises echo from the towers of cathedrals to the faithful gathered underground. 
Of all the songs sung from the dawn of creation, some were meant to persist. 
Of all the bells rung from a thousand steeples, none rings truer than this:  CHORUS 
  

And all the powers of darkness tremble at what they’ve just heard, 
‘cause all the powers of darkness can’t drown out a single word.  CHORUS 
 

Congregational Concerns 
 

Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Serving in Worship 
   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT                  Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                  Michael Zehnder 
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST                    Diane Gaide 
PRAISE TEAM                                   Agape    
ELDERS                      4 p.m. Don Loptien; 8 a.m. Scott Luethy; 10:30 am. Scott Luethy  
LECTORS         4 p.m. Anita Baresel; 8 a.m. Norm Finfrock; 10:30 a.m. Jenna Lawrenz 
COMMUNION SERVER                                   10:30 a.m. Ellen Thompson  



        
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             


