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THANKSGIVING EVE 
 

Thanksgiving for All 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 
Thanksgiving can be a time when families come together to celebrate and give thanks 
to God for all that He has given us. These times of celebration can also be times of 
tension, stress, and conflict due to challenges in the relationships. Thanksgiving can 
also be a time of loss as we grieve those who are no longer with us. In all these things, 
we gather to give thanks to the God who has created all people and who desires all 
people to be saved through the knowledge of the saving truth about His Son, Jesus. 
 



 PREPARATION  
 
PRELUDE   “Now Thank We All Our God”   David Cherwien 
 

PASTORAL GREETING 
 

HYMN   “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                        LSB 809 
                                                            

                                   
 
INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of God the Father, 
People: who created us, 
 

Pastor: in the name of God  the Son, 
People: who by His blood has redeemed us, 
 

Pastor: and in the name of God the Holy Spirit, 
People: who made our bodies to be His own holy temple and gives us that 

same faith that bestows God’s grace at work. Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 104:24, 27–28, 30, 33 
 

Pastor: O LORD, how manifold are Your works! In wisdom have You made them all; 
the earth is full of Your creatures. 

People: These all look to You, to give them their food in due season. 



 

Pastor: When You give it to them, they gather it up; 
People: when You open Your hand, they are filled with good things. 
 

Pastor: When You send forth Your Spirit, they are created, and You renew the face 
of the ground. 

People: I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 
 

Pastor: I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 Timothy 2:1, 4 
 

Pastor: Today is Thanksgiving, a day we set aside as a nation to give thanks to our 
God who graciously gives us all things. In one of Paul’s letters to Timothy, 
he urges that “supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for all people.” For each one of us there are people we struggle to be 
thankful for. 

People: We confess our struggles and our sins to God, seeking His 
forgiveness through Jesus Christ. 

 

Silence for personal confession 
 

Pastor: God created this world and everything in it, including all of the people who 
live in it. According to God’s gracious will, He “desires all people to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” Here’s the truth: God 
loves the people of this world so much that He sent His Son, Jesus, into the 
world so that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have everlasting 
life. By the command of Christ and through the power of the cross, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

                                         
 



 WORD  
 

KYRIE 
 

Pastor: O Lord, 
People: have mercy. 
 

Pastor: O Christ, 
People: have mercy. 
 

Pastor: O Lord, 
People: have mercy. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “Now Thank We All Our God”   LSB 895 

 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 8:1-10 
(God’s instructions for his people as they prepare to enter the Promised Land.) 

  

Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you 
may live and increase and may enter and possess the land that the LORD 
promised on oath to your forefathers. Remember how the LORD your God 
led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to 
test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you 
would keep his commands. He humbled you, causing you to hunger and 
then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had 
known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. Your clothes did not wear 
out and your feet did not swell during these forty years. Know then in 
your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the LORD your God 
disciplines you. Observe the commands of the LORD your God, walking in 
his ways and revering him. For the LORD your God is bringing you into a 
good land--a land with streams and pools of water, with springs flowing 
in the valleys and hills; a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, 
pomegranates, olive oil and honey; a land where bread will not be scarce 
and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig 
copper out of the hills. When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the 
LORD your God for the good land he has given you.  

 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM Psalm 67; antiphon: v. 7 
 

Pastor: May God be gracious to us and bless us and make His face to shine upon 
us, 

People: that Your way may be known on earth, Your saving power among all 
nations. 

 



Pastor: Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You! 
People: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for You judge the peoples 

with equity and guide the nations upon earth. 
 

Pastor: Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You! 
People: The earth has yielded its increase; 
 

Pastor: God, our God, shall bless us. 
People: God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear Him! 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 4:6-20  
(Let your requests by made known to God.) 
  

I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a 
full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ. Your love has 
given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have 
refreshed the hearts of the saints. 
  

Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you 
ought to do, yet I appeal to you on the basis of love. I then, as Paul--an old 
man and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus-- I appeal to you for my son 
Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains. Formerly he was 
useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me.  
 

I am sending him--who is my very heart--back to you. I would have liked to 
keep him with me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am 
in chains for the gospel. But I did not want to do anything without your 
consent, so that any favor you do will be spontaneous and not forced. 

Perhaps the reason he was separated from you 
for a little while was that you might have him 
back for good-- no longer as a slave, but better 
than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to 
me but even dearer to you, both as a man and as 
a brother in the Lord.  
 

So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as 
you would welcome me. If he has done you any 
wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. I, 
Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will 
pay it back--not to mention that you owe me 
your very self. I do wish, brother, that I may 
have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh 
my heart in Christ.  
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 



MINISTRY OF MUSIC  “Make His Praise Glorious”         Lloyd Larson 
                 Ascension Chorale 
VERSE Psalm 136:1 
 

Pastor: Alleluia. 
People: Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures 

forever. 
Pastor: Alleluia. 
  

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 17:11–19  
(Jesus healed ten lepers, and only one thanked Him.) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Pastor: On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between Samaria and 
Galilee. And as He entered a village, He was met by ten lepers, who stood 
at a distance and lifted up their voices, saying, 

People: “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 
 

Pastor: When He saw them He said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the 
priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. Then one of them, when he 
saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and 
he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving Him thanks. Now he was a 
Samaritan. Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the 
nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this 
foreigner?” And He said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made 
you well.” 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Before You, Lord, We Bow”     LSB 966 
 

SERMON   “Thanks!”                        Pastor John Larson 
                 Text: Philippians 4:8-9 
 

CATECHISM  The First Article 
 

People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

Pastor: What does this mean? 
People: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given 

me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and 
all my senses, and still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing 
and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, 
animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I 
need to support this body and life. He defends me against all danger 
and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of 
fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness 



in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey 
Him. This is most certainly true. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. Thank You, Lord, 

People: for food, health, clothing, and our homes. 
 

Pastor: Thank You, Lord, 
People: for the many freedoms we enjoy in this land. 
 

Pastor: Thank You, Lord, 
People: for leaders, teachers, preachers, family, and friends. 
 

Pastor: Thank You, Lord, 
People: for the gifts You give to Your Church, 
 

Pastor: Thank You, Lord, 
People: for Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, forgiveness, grace, hope, and Your 

Word. 
 

(Other intercessions may be offered here.) 
 

Pastor: Thank You, Lord, for Jesus Christ, Your only Son, through whom You give 
us the gifts of forgiveness and eternal life in Your kingdom. 

People: Thanks be to God. Amen! 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
People: And also with you.  
 

You may now greet one another in the name of the Lord using …Peace be with you! 
 
OFFERING MUSIC  “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”     Mark S. Arnold 
           Gloria Dei Handbell Ringers 

 
 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION  

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian 
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves, 
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true 
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an 
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free 
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been 
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed. When 
receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a word of 
affirmation and belief.  

 

 
 



 SACRAMENT  
 

PREFACE  2 Timothy 4:22 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.    

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.          
People:     We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, who made a 
covenant with Your people to give them a land and make them a holy 
nation, a holy priesthood, a 
people belonging to You. In 
Your mercy and grace, You 
sent Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who had 
mercy on us and gave 
Himself up for us on the 
cross. Risen from the dead, 
He has freed us from 
eternal death and given us a 
life in Your kingdom forever. 
Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: Holy are You, O Lord, God Almighty, for You have not only created this 
world and everyone in it, but You also sent Your Son to redeem it. As we 
gather at Your Table, we receive the body and blood of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, which was poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins as it 
comes to us in, with, and under bread and wine for us to eat and drink. 
Grant that this bread of heaven and cup of salvation strengthen our faith 
and lead us to live lives of thankfulness in response to Your grace. 

People: Thanks be to God. Amen! 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  



 

 
LORD’S PRAYER                               
 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 

“Sing to the Lord of Harvest”        Healey Willan 
                             Ascension Chorale 
 

“For the Fruits of His Creation”                        LSB 894 
 

“Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart”               LSB 806 
 

GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING Psalm 106:1 
 

Pastor: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, 
People: for His steadfast love endures forever! 
 

Pastor: We thank You, Lord God, for the heavenly blessings You have given us in 
this Meal of Your Son’s body and blood, which You have given us to eat 
and drink for the forgiveness of sins. Lead us by Your Spirit to live lives of 
thankfulness in all of our relationships, and, empowered by Your grace, to 
reveal Your saving truth to the world; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION Psalm 67:1; Numbers 6:24–26 
 

Pastor: May God be gracious to us and bless us 
People: and make His face to shine upon us. 
 



Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”    LSB 805 
 

POSTLUDE  “Now Thank We All Our God”            J.S. Bach 

 
Serving in Worship 

   

    

OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT                  Pastor John Larson 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES                  Michael Zehnder 
CHOIR ACCOMPANIST                    Diane Gaide 
ELDER                            Don Loptien 

 
 
 

 


