ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD
LITTLETON, COLORADO

March 27 and 28, 2021
5 p.m. Saturday and 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Sunday

PALM SUNDAY / SUNDAY OF THE PASSION
The Plot Thickens
AS WE GATHER
Sunday, “the eighth day of the week,” is celebrated by Christians as the first day of the
eternal life into which they were baptized. Today, the beginning of the great and Holy
Week of Lent, we begin with the note of great joy as the crowds receive Jesus entering
Jerusalem. This will be the last time He comes to the holy city. For we then follow Him
to the judgment hall, the cross of suffering, and the fearful tomb of death. The
penitential season of Lent concludes with the three holy days, the Triduum of Holy
Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. Let us follow our Lord and allow Him to
take our sins upon Himself that we may receive His new life in the forgiveness of our
sins and the joy of the resurrection.

 PREPARATION 
PRELUDES

“O Lord, How Shall I Meet Thee” (I and II)
“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”

Paul Manz
Michael Burkhardt

GREETING
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna to the Son of David.

COLLECT
Pastor:

Let us pray.

People:

Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands,
gathered to greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy
City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes
again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and
follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

HOLY GOSPEL
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:
People:

John 12:12–19

(The Triumphal Entry.)

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the Twelfth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus
was coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went
out to meet Him, crying out,
“Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, even
the King of Israel!”
And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,
“Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a
donkey’s colt!”
His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was
glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about
Him and had been done to Him. The crowd that had been with Him when
He called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued
to bear witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet Him was that they
heard He had done this sign. So the Pharisees said to one another,
“You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after
Him.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

OPENING HYMN

“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”

LSB 443

Tune and text: Public domain

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:

We cannot come closer to God as we are. It is only through the gracious
forgiveness Christ won for us that we are considered righteous under God’s
Law. Let us confess our sins, pleading, “Lord, have mercy” and “Save us, O
Lord.”

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and our sinful condition.

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

People:

Father in heaven, David thanked You for answering him and becoming his
salvation.
Your Son humbled Himself and became a human being to die in our
place. But we confess that in our disobedience we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed. Lord, have mercy.
He was obedient to death and took our sins with Him to the cross. You
have exalted Him, that every knee should bow.
We confess that without Your help we are bound to continue in sin as
Your rebellious children. Hosanna! Save us, O Lord!
For Jesus’ sake, our gracious God has given us His Son’s own
righteousness. The stone the builders rejected has become our salvation.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
 WORD 

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:
People:

Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ,
to take upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross.
Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His great humility
and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11
(“At the name of Jesus every knee should bow.”)
Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to
be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he
humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Congregation, please rise for the Lenten Verse and the Gospel.

VERSE

Philippians 2:8b

Pastor:
People:

Christ humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross.

HYMN RESPONSE

“The Humble Servant of the Lord”
(Tune: “What Child is This”)

CW 2021

Text: © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110000713
Tune: Public domain

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11
(The Triumphant Entry Into Jerusalem.)
Pastor:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Twenty-first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives,
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at
once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring

them to me. If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and
he will send them right away.”
This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:
“Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”
The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the
donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus to sat on them.
A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches
from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him
and those that followed shouted,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Hosanna in the highest!”
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is
this?”
The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”
Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (Sunday, 10:30 ONLY)

Christa Kirschner

HYMN OF THE DAY

“A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth”
(Verses 1-3)

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713

LSB 438

“The Grand Procession”

SERMON

Pastor John Larson
TEXT: Matthew 21:1-11

CREED

Nicene Creed

People:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen.

ADULT CONFIRMATION
Lilly Erickson (Sunday, 10:30 ONLY)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness with which You bless
Your whole creation. Above all, however, we give You thanks that You sent
Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to be our true King, Your Suffering
Servant whose death delivers us and all believers from sin, death, and hell.
Give us Your grace that we be faithful in our walk and in our hope, love,
and worship. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Inspire Your whole Church throughout the world to rightly hear and follow
Jesus, our eternal King and Lord, in humble faith with thanksgiving. Give
wisdom and grace to all pastors that they give themselves to a living and
lively proclamation of Your Law and Gospel through which You work true,
saving repentance and faith in many. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:

Give Your grace, forgiveness, wisdom, blessing, and guidance to all who
bear the offices of government in our nation and throughout the world. Lead
them to the faithful exercise of their authority for peace and justice, and for
the defense and liberty of all people, especially the most vulnerable. Lord,
in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give peace and patience, comfort and healing to all who suffer illness or
adversity or who are in sorrow or need, [especially . . .]. Deliver all who
endure persecution for faith in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Individual petitions may be added here.
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in
Your Church on earth, who now rest from their labors. [Silence for
remembrance.] Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at
last to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

People:

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Offering

Offerings will be collected at the back, in the Narthex.
 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves,
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed.
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a
word of affirmation and belief.

 SACRAMENT 
PREFACE
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

2 Timothy 4:22
[Colossians 3:1]
[Psalm 136]

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of mankind
by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life also might rise
again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden might
likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus (Divine Service, Setting Four)

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Pastor:

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

LORD’S PRAYER
People:

(Matthew 6:9–13)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Agnus Dei (Divine Service, Setting Four)

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC
“My Song is Love Unknown” (Verses 1-4, 7)

LSB 430

Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713
Text: Public domain

Special Music (Organ)

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

Michael Burkhardt

GENERAL COMMUNION BLESSING
BENEDICTION
Pastor:

People:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26
Amen.

“Ride On, Ride On in Majesty”
(Verses 1-3, 5)

HYMN

LSB 441

Tune and text: Public domain

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS
Dismissal
Pastor:
People:

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
(and Row by Row Dismissal)

arr. Michael Burkhardt

Serving in Worship
OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES

Pastor John Larson
Michael Zehnder

