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Sermon on the Mount
A Series of Services for the Season of Lent

Judge Not

Prelude
Opening Hymn and Response “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”
(Verses 1-3)

LSB 435

Text and tune: Public domain
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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Judge not, that you be not judged.
Speak the truth in love.
Take the log out of your own eye, then take the speck out of your friend’s.
Speak the truth in love.
With the judgment you pronounce you will be judged.
Speak the truth in love.
Look at others through the lens of forgiveness.
Speak the truth in love.

”Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” (Verse 4)

LSB 435

Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution
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Because of our sinful and holier-than-thou judgment of others, we ourselves de
serve to be judged by our Heavenly Father.
Most merciful God, our eyes are wide open to the sins and shortcomings of
others. We see the smallest details of the faults of our neighbors but fail to
see the large-scale sin in our own life. On the other hand, our eyes are too
often closed to your commands. We see only our self-righteousness and
think we have no need for any kind of help or forgiveness. Though we de
serve your present and eternal punishment, we plead for your mercy and
beg for your grace.
In his mercy and grace God’s eyes are blinded to our sin by the death of Jesus
on the cross. Though we deserve his complete and total judgment, our
punishment was placed on his Son.
Though we are unjust in our
judgment of others, God’s judgement
is righteous and perfect. In his mercy
he forgives totally and completely. It
is my joy to declare to you the
forgiveness of all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Hymn of Response

“On My Heart Imprint Your Image”

LSB 421

Tune and text: Public domain

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 11:2-4
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And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the Lord. And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He
shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears
hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with
equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of
his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.

Epistle Reading: Romans 2:1-11
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Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in
passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the
judge, practice the very same things. We know that the judgment of God
rightly falls on those who practice such things. Do you suppose, O
man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them
yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God? Or do you presume on
the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that
God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? But because of your
hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day
of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed. He will render to
each one according to his works: to those who by patience in well-doing

seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; but for
those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey
unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. There will be tribulation and
distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the
Greek, but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the
Jew first and also the Greek. For God shows no partiality.
The Gospel Reading: Matthew 7:1-5
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Judge not, that you
be not judged. For
with the judgment
you pronounce you
will be judged, and
with the measure
you use it will be
measured to you.
Why do you see the
speck that is in your
brother's eye, but
do not notice the
log that is in your
own eye? Or how
can you say to your
brother, “Let me
take the speck out
of your eye,” when
there is the log in
your own eye? You
hypocrite, first take
the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck
out of your brother's eye.

Sermon Hymn

“I Lay My Sins on Jesus”

LSB 606

Public domain

Sermon
Offering

“Judge Not”

Pastor Chris Matthis
TEXT: Matthew 7:1-5

Offerings will be collected at the back, in the Narthex.

Prayers
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All-knowing God, you see our sins, faults and failures. We are sinful in thought,
word and deed, by what we do and by what we leave undone. We deserve
nothing but your punishment and judgment. Yet because of our Savior, Jesus,
you have declared us “not guilty.” Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All-knowing God, you are the Lord of your church and it grieves you when we
judge others without recognizing the sin in our own lives. Help us to take the
plank out of our own eye before we remove the speck from the eye of someone
else. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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All-knowing God, far too often the nations of this world judge unjustly. We ask
that you would fill the leaders of the nations and the leaders of our communities
with so much of your love that all people would be able live without fear of im
proper judgment, and the nations would know peace. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All-knowing God, you know every hurt we suffer in body, mind or spirit. Use your
wisdom and guidance to bring health and healing to all who are ill or suffering
from disease. Bring comfort to those who suffer from worry, depression or any
kind of mental illness, that they would once again be given comfort and rest.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All-knowing God, you knew us before the foundation of the world and chose us to
be your own. We thank you for the lives and influence of those who have gone
before us in the faith. Help us to imitate them in the way of love and forgiveness
so that others will see you through us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O God, we place our very lives, knowing that you judge us only
based on the merit of the blood of Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
People:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in
heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

Benediction

Closing Hymn

“The Lamb, The Lamb”
(Verses 1-4)

LSB 547

Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713
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