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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
The God Who Loves Marriage
AS WE GATHER (Based on Ephesians 5:21-33)
"I hate divorce" God says in Malachi 2:16. Notice
it doesn't say that God hates divorced people. It's
only saying God hates the things that hurt you so
terribly. Those of us who have experienced the
heartbreak of divorce (statistically 50% of us)
understand exactly why God hates marriage dissolution. Way beyond the spiritual
dimension, it is a physical and emotional rift of gargantuan proportions. Families and
children are torn asunder, finances - pensions, stocks, college funds, planning - are
ruined. Lawyers are getting paid and filing contrary briefs, tempers are flared, children
are crying, schools and schedules are interrupted, family and friends are taking sides,
angry emails and accusations are flying, the courts and judges get involved, visitation
hours are set - and that's just barely for starters describing the upheaval. Contrary to
being a kill-joy, God tries to protect us from this horror by saying, "Marriage should be
honored by all and the marriage bed kept pure." (Hebrews 13:4) Before it gets to
divorce, even infidelity is a hard thing to get over. God tries to protect us from this by
His loving warnings.
Today's lesson in Ephesians 5 gives the positive outlook of the blessings of
marriage. Paul starts by saying it is a mutual submission of one to the
other. Obviously it involves love...love so strong that "husbands ought to love their
wives as their own body."
The most profound part of our passage is that Paul compares the ideal love of
husband and wife to the love that Christ has for His Church who "gave himself up for
her, to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word..."
Think about what kind of love that is for a moment. Elsewhere Scripture says we were
"dead in transgressions and sins" and that we were "objects of wrath." Our weekly
confession often leads us to say "we are by nature sinful and unclean." Those sins are
also true of your husband, your wife. But sins are not excuses to hate or expel the
marriage partner any more than they are an excuse for Christ to hate His Church.

Not. In spite of who we are, Christ loves us and "gave Himself for us." So He taught
us to pray, "Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us."
In spite of what your spouse may have done, Christ has shown us the way to deal with
sinners: loving even the unlovable and giving Himself up for His Church. May God
give you the grace to give that kind of love and forgiveness for your spouse and keep
you united as one.
And for those who have suffered the heartbreak of a divorce or an unhappy marriage,
be assured it is not the unforgivable sin (only unbelief is). Like any other failings,
relationship sins confessed are sins forgiven, washed clean and made white as snow
in the loving kindness of Jesus who paid for all these heartbreaks (that hurt us so
greatly) on the cross of Calvary.

 PREPARATION 
Prelude

“Gracious Savior, Grant Your Blessing”

Pastoral Greeting

Benjamin Culli

Opening Hymn

“Gracious Savior, Grant Your Blessing”
LSB 860
(Verses 1-4)
(Though this and other hymns we’re singing today are written as prayers to be sung at
a wedding, we sing them today asking God’s blessings on all our current and future
marriages.)

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713

Invocation
Confession of Sins
Pastor:
People:

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution
 WORD 
Kyrie
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

Christ, the Lamb of God, who saved us while we were still sinners,
have mercy on us.
Christ, the Lamb of God, once lifted upon the tree of the cross,
have mercy on us.
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us and grant us Your peace. Amen.

Epistle: Ephesians 5:21-33
Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, submit yourselves to
your own husbands as you do to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the
wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now
as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands
in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with
water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church,
without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this
same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves
his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed
and care for their body, just as Christ does the church— for we are members of
his body. “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united
to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” This is a profound mystery—but I
am talking about Christ and the church. However, each one of you also must
love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.
Pastor:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Verse

Joel 2:13b

Pastor:
People:

Return to the LORD, your God,
for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love. Amen.

Holy Gospel: Mark 10:35-45
(Jesus teaches about true greatness.)
Pastor:
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 10th Chapter.
People:
Glory to You, O Lord.
They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the way, and the
disciples were astonished, while those who followed were afraid. Again he took
the Twelve aside and told them what was going to happen to him. "We are going
up to Jerusalem," he said, "and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief
priests and teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and will hand
him over to the Gentiles, who will mock him and spit on him, flog him and kill
him. Three days later he will rise."
Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. "Teacher," they said,
"we want you to do for us whatever we ask."
"What do you want me to do for you?" he asked.
They replied, "Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your
glory."
"You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said. "Can you drink the cup I
drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?"
"We can," they answered.
Jesus said to them, "You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the
baptism I am baptized with, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant.
These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared."
When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John.
Jesus called them together and said, "You know that those who are regarded as
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority
over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you
must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For
even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life
as a ransom for many."
Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Message (10:30 a.m. Only)
Hymn of the Day

“O Father, All Creating”

Pastor John Larson
LSB 858

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

“The God Who Loves Marriage”

Pastor John Larson
TEXT: Ephesians 5:21-33

Apostles' Creed
People:

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And
in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
Pastor:
People:

Lord, in your mercy…
Hear our prayer.

Offering

Offerings will be collected at the back, in the Narthex.
 HOLY COMMUNION AT ASCENSION 

The Lord, our Host, invites to his Supper those who are baptized into the Christian
faith, confess him as Savior, have been instructed and have examined themselves,
truly repent of sins, believe the Risen Lord is present in the sacrament with his true
body and blood, and resolve to live faithfully and obediently. For those with an
intolerance to alcohol, the center ring of the tray contains grape juice. Gluten free
wafers are available to those with wheat allergies. Children who have not been
instructed, yet desire a blessing, are invited to come forward with arms crossed.
When receiving the bread and wine, the communicant may respond with “Amen!”, a
word of affirmation and belief.

 SACRAMENT 
Preface (Divine Service, Setting One)
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the
Lord our God.
It is right to give Him
thanks and praise.

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
People:

Our Father who art in
heaven, hallowed be Thy
name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven; give us
this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC
"Lord, When You Came as Welcome Guest"

(Verses 1-4)

LSB 859

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713

Special Music (Piano)

"His Eye is on the Sparrow"

arr. Gaide
Diana Gaide, pianist

General Communion Blessing
Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One)
Pastor:
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
People:
Amen.

Closing Hymn

“Christ is Surely Coming”

LSB 509

Text: © 1980 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000713
Tune: Public domain

Congregational Concerns
Benediction (Divine Service, Setting One)
Pastor:
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
People:
Amen.
Dismissal
Pastor:
People:

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
“Christ is Surely Coming”
(and Row by Row Dismissal)

Michael Burkhardt

Serving in Worship
OFFICIANT and CELEBRANT
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES
PIANIST

Pastor John Larson
Michael Zehnder
Diana Gaide

